	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE CRUSADES


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Crusades


On-slide summary: The Crusades; Why Pope Urban II called the First Crusade in 1095, the mixed motives that drove it, and how we know.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open by defining a Crusade as a pope-called religious war to capture the Holy Land, then note the causes were mixed.
•  Preview the arc: why the First Crusade began, the mixed motives, the march to Jerusalem in 1099, and the consequences.
	
	•  Why might a war like the Crusades have more than one cause behind it, not religion alone?



	BACKGROUND
•  Opens the lesson: the Crusades were religious wars for the Holy Land, but their causes were mixed.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Crusades classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What do you already associate with the word 'Crusade'?
•  Why might a war have more than one cause behind it?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain why the Byzantine appeal and Urban's 1095 speech launched the Crusade.; Identify the mixed motives: religious devotion AND worldly gain.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk through the four targets: why the Crusade began, its mixed motives, the march to Jerusalem, and the sourcing skill.
•  Note that the last target - reading Urban's reconstructed speech as evidence - is the key history skill of the lesson.
	
	•  Which target sounds most surprising: that the motives were mixed, or that no exact record of Urban's speech survives?



	BACKGROUND
•  Preview the four goals; stress the last one - analyzing a reconstructed speech as evidence.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target sounds hardest to you?
•  Why would historians care whether a speech was written down at the time or reconstructed later?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	What Were the Crusades?


On-slide summary: What Were the Crusades?; Crusade; A series of religious wars, called by the pope, in which European Christians tried to capture the Holy Land from Muslim control.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define a Crusade as a pope-called religious war to capture the Holy Land from Muslim control.
•  Define the Holy Land as the region around Jerusalem, sacred to Christians, Muslims, and Jews.
	
	•  Explain the name comes from the cross crusaders wore, and that this lesson focuses on the First Crusade.
•  Ask why a place sacred to three faiths would be so bitterly contested.



	BACKGROUND
•  Stress that the Holy Land was sacred to three faiths, which is why control of it was so contested.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Were the Crusades? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a region sacred to three religions be hard to control peacefully?
•  Who called the Crusades, and what does that tell us about the Church's power?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CRUSADE (from Muslim control) and HOLY LAND (region around Jerusalem).



	SLIDE 4
	The World Before the Crusades


On-slide summary: The World Before the Crusades; Byzantine Empire; The Eastern Christian empire, centered on Constantinople, bordering the Muslim world.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the Byzantine Empire as the Eastern Christian empire centered on Constantinople.
•  Explain the Seljuk Turks took much of the Byzantine east and the Holy Land in the decades before the Crusade.
	
	•  Even-handed anchor: describe the Seljuk Turks as an expanding power of their time, not as villains.
•  Ask why losing this frontier land would alarm the Byzantine emperor enough to seek outside help.



	BACKGROUND
•  Frame the Seljuk Turks factually as an expanding power of their era, not as villains.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The World Before the Crusades classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would the loss of land to the Seljuk Turks worry the Byzantine emperor?
•  What does it mean that this was a frontier between empires?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: BYZANTINE EMPIRE (Eastern Christian empire) and SELJUK TURKS (Muslim power that took the east).



	SLIDE 5
	The Byzantine Appeal for Help


On-slide summary: The Byzantine Appeal for Help; In 1095 the Byzantine emperor Alexios sent an appeal to Pope Urban II.; He asked for Western soldiers to help fight the Seljuk Turks in the east.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that in 1095 the Byzantine emperor Alexios sent an appeal to Pope Urban II for soldiers.
•  Note that Alexios wanted hired soldiers, not the huge armed movement that actually followed.
	
	•  Point out Urban's own reasons: aid Eastern Christians, unite Europe, and expand papal authority.
•  Ask why the pope would answer a request for mercenaries by calling a full Crusade.



	BACKGROUND
•  Alexios wanted mercenaries; Urban turned a limited request into a mass movement - an early sign of mixed motives.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Byzantine Appeal for Help classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might the pope respond to the appeal with far more than the emperor asked for?
•  What could the pope gain by calling all of Europe's knights to one cause?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: the emperor sent an APPEAL and the pope called knights to march EAST.



	SLIDE 6
	Pope Urban II at the Council of Clermont, 1095


On-slide summary: Pope Urban II at the Council of Clermont, 1095; Council of Clermont; The 1095 church meeting in France where Pope Urban II called on Western knights to march east.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the Council of Clermont was an 1095 church meeting in France.
•  Note that Pope Urban II's speech there called Western knights to march east and recover Jerusalem.
	
	•  Point out that no exact record of Urban's Clermont speech survives - a sourcing idea students will use later.
•  If no one wrote Urban's Clermont speech down at the time, how can we know what he said?



	BACKGROUND
•  Clermont in 1095 is the launch point of the First Crusade; plant the seed now that the speech was reconstructed later.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Pope Urban II at the Council of Clermont, 1095 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a speech calling knights to war become so famous?
•  If no one wrote it down at the time, how can we know what Urban said?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: COUNCIL OF CLERMONT (1095 meeting in France) and POPE URBAN II (1095 speech).



	SLIDE 7
	Urban II Calls the First Crusade


On-slide summary: Urban II Calls the First Crusade; A medieval manuscript pictures Urban II preaching the Crusade at Clermont.; Pope preaching
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students a moment to study how the manuscript pictures Urban II preaching the Crusade.
•  Point out the pope preaching and the crowd of knights and nobles gathered to listen at Clermont.
	
	•  What do the artist's choices suggest about how later people remembered Urban's call at Clermont?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Urban II Calls the First Crusade classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Urban II Calls the First Crusade in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Urban II Calls the First Crusade



	SLIDE 8
	Urban's Promise: Indulgence and Pilgrimage


On-slide summary: Urban's Promise: Indulgence and Pilgrimage; Indulgence; The pope's promise of remission of sins (a spiritual reward) for those who went on Crusade.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define an indulgence as the pope's promise of remission of sins for those who went on Crusade.
•  Define a pilgrimage as a religious journey to a holy site, here framed as an armed pilgrimage to Jerusalem.
	
	•  Stress that these religious motives were real and sincere for many crusaders.
•  Ask why the promise of wiping out the penalty for sins would move so many people to go.



	BACKGROUND
•  The indulgence made the Crusade a path to salvation, which is why the religious pull was so strong and sincere.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Urban's Promise: Indulgence and Pilgrimage classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would the promise of remission of sins be so powerful in the Middle Ages?
•  How is calling the Crusade a 'pilgrimage' different from calling it a war?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: INDULGENCE (remission of sins) and PILGRIMAGE (armed pilgrimage to Jerusalem).



	SLIDE 9
	Why They Went: Mixed Motives


On-slide summary: Why They Went: Mixed Motives; Key Concept: The Crusades had MIXED motives - sincere religious devotion AND the pull of land, wealth, and power.; Religious Motives
TALKING POINTS
	•  Set up the two columns: religious motives on one side, political and economic motives on the other.
•  Religious side: the indulgence, aiding Eastern Christians, and recovering Jerusalem.
	
	•  Worldly side: land and wealth for younger knights, greater papal power, and redirecting knightly violence.
•  Why is it wrong to call the Crusades 'only religious' when land, wealth, and power also drove them?



	BACKGROUND
•  This is the analytical heart of the lesson: motives were mixed. Reject the 'only religious' simplification.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why They Went: Mixed Motives classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a landless younger son be especially drawn to the Crusade?
•  How could the same event be both a sincere pilgrimage and a land grab?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: MIXED motives include land, wealth, and POWER, and the chance to win LAND in the East.



	SLIDE 10
	The March to Jerusalem


On-slide summary: The March to Jerusalem; Setting out (1096); Thousands of knights and common people set out east in 1096 on the First Crusade.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the First Crusade set out in 1096 and marched roughly two thousand miles east.
•  Describe the brutal journey to Jerusalem: hunger, disease, and heavy losses on the way.
	
	•  Note the crusaders captured Antioch, then pushed on toward Jerusalem.
•  Why would common people, not just knights, risk such a deadly march to Jerusalem?



	BACKGROUND
•  The march was long and deadly for the crusaders too - useful for showing the human cost on all sides.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The March to Jerusalem classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would common people, not just knights, join such a dangerous march?
•  What would keep people going through hunger and disease?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: the Crusade set out in 1096 and captured the city of JERUSALEM in 1099.



	SLIDE 11
	The Capture of Jerusalem, 1099


On-slide summary: The Capture of Jerusalem, 1099; In 1099 the crusaders besieged and captured the city of Jerusalem.; The First Crusade had reached its main goal after three hard years.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that in 1099 the crusaders captured Jerusalem, reaching the Crusade's main goal.
•  State factually that the crusaders killed many Muslim and Jewish inhabitants when the city fell.
	
	•  Note that chroniclers on multiple sides described the killing as terrible - do not valorize it.
•  Point out the crusaders then set up Christian-ruled states in the Holy Land.



	BACKGROUND
•  Hold both truths at once: the crusaders reached their goal, and the capture was a massacre for the city's people.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Capture of Jerusalem, 1099 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How can the same event be a 'success' for one side and a catastrophe for another?
•  Why is it important that chroniclers on different sides recorded the killing?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: the crusaders captured Jerusalem in 1099 and killed many Muslim and Jewish INHABITANTS.



	SLIDE 12
	The Siege of Jerusalem, 1099


On-slide summary: The Siege of Jerusalem, 1099; A medieval manuscript pictures the crusaders' siege of Jerusalem in 1099.; City walls
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students a moment to study how the manuscript pictures the siege of Jerusalem's walls.
•  Point out the city walls of Jerusalem and the armored crusaders assaulting them.
	
	•  How does this tidy image of the siege of Jerusalem compare with the real violence of the 1099 capture?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Siege of Jerusalem, 1099 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Siege of Jerusalem, 1099 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Siege of Jerusalem, 1099



	SLIDE 13
	Violence and Its Victims


On-slide summary: Violence and Its Victims; Note: The Crusades brought severe violence - the 1099 Jerusalem massacre and the 1096 Rhineland massacres of Jews.; In Jerusalem, 1099
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the 1099 Jerusalem massacre plainly: crusaders killed many Muslim and Jewish residents.
•  Explain the 1096 Rhineland massacres: crusaders killed thousands of Jews on the way east.
	
	•  Note that some local bishops tried, and failed, to protect Jewish communities.
•  Handle this with respect for the victims - present the facts, do not sensationalize or excuse them.



	BACKGROUND
•  Teach the violence factually and with respect for the victims; Jewish and Muslim communities were real people, not backdrops.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Violence and Its Victims classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why must an honest account of the Crusades include this violence?
•  What does it tell us that some bishops tried to protect Jewish communities?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: RHINELAND MASSACRES killed JEWISH communities (1096); Jerusalem's fall meant a MASSACRE (1099).



	SLIDE 14
	Consequences: Two Worlds in Contact


On-slide summary: Consequences: Two Worlds in Contact; More trade; The Crusades increased long-term trade between Europe and the Islamic world.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain a major long-term result was increased trade between Europe and the Islamic world.
•  Note Europeans gained goods, knowledge, and technologies through this contact.
	
	•  Balance the ledger: the wars also left lasting bitterness among Christians, Muslims, and Jews.
•  How could a series of wars like the Crusades end up increasing trade and the exchange of ideas?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Crusades reconnected Europe with a wider world of trade and learning - but also deepened religious mistrust.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Consequences: Two Worlds in Contact classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How could a series of wars end up increasing trade and the exchange of ideas?
•  Why might the same event have both positive and negative long-term results?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: the Crusades increased TRADE and the exchange of KNOWLEDGE between Europe and the Islamic world.



	SLIDE 15
	How Do We Know? Reconstructing Urban's Speech


On-slide summary: How Do We Know? Reconstructing Urban's Speech; No word-for-word transcript of Urban's Clermont speech survives.; Chroniclers like Fulcher of Chartres wrote their versions years later.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain no exact transcript of Urban's speech survives; chroniclers wrote their versions later.
•  Name Fulcher of Chartres and note several chroniclers wrote after Jerusalem fell in 1099.
	
	•  Stress that each account is a reconstruction shaped by the outcome, not a stenographic record.
•  How can a reconstructed speech like Urban's still be useful evidence to a historian?



	BACKGROUND
•  This slide is the sourcing payoff: Urban's speech is a reconstruction, useful as evidence of motives if read critically.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make How Do We Know? Reconstructing Urban's Speech classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does it matter that the chroniclers wrote after Jerusalem fell?
•  How can a reconstructed speech still be useful evidence to a historian?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: no word-for-word TRANSCRIPT survives; FULCHER of Chartres wrote years later.



	SLIDE 16
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; The First Crusade began with the Byzantine appeal and Urban's 1095 speech.; Its motives were mixed: religious devotion AND land, wealth, and power.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Recap the four takeaways: why the Crusade began, its mixed motives, the 1099 capture, and sourcing.
•  Return to the honesty anchor that the Crusades were not 'only religious' but had mixed motives.
	
	•  Which takeaway most changed your earlier picture of the Crusades?



	BACKGROUND
•  Close on the two big ideas: mixed motives, and reading a reconstructed source critically.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway changed your picture of the Crusades the most?
•  Why is 'the Crusades were only religious' an inaccurate summary?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Ties together every Reference Guide term from the lesson.
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