	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE BRONZE AGE COLLAPSE


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Bronze Age Collapse


On-slide summary: The Bronze Age Collapse; Why the Mycenaean palace world burned around 1200 BCE - and how a lost age became the 'age of heroes' that Homer later sang about.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open with the scale: around 1200 BCE a whole connected world of palace kingdoms - Mycenaeans, Hittites, Ugarit - burned and vanished within about two generations.
•  Set the honesty anchor immediately: we know the collapse was real, but WHY it happened is genuinely debated - there is no single settled cause.
	
	•  Preview the detective frame: students will weigh the Sea Peoples, trade breakdown, drought, earthquakes, and revolt as overlapping causes, not one villain.
•  Connect to the unit: this lost Bronze Age became the Greeks' remembered 'age of heroes' that Homer later sang about in the Iliad and Odyssey.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Bronze Age Collapse classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Bronze Age Collapse in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Bronze Age Collapse



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Describe the Bronze Age Collapse and what was lost: palaces, trade, Linear B; Weigh the debated causes and read Ramesses III's monument critically
TALKING POINTS
	•  Target 1 is the 'what': the Bronze Age Collapse itself and the palaces, trade, and Linear B writing that were lost.
•  Target 2 is the analytical core: weigh several debated causes as a systems collapse and read Ramesses III's monument as propaganda, not neutral fact.
	
	•  Target 3 is the aftermath and payoff: the Greek Dark Age, the survival of epics by oral tradition, and the remembered age of heroes.
•  Discussion question: why might the CAUSE of a huge historical event still be debated by experts thousands of years later?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Learning Targets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: Describe the Bronze Age Collapse and what was lost: palaces, trade, Linear B



	SLIDE 3
	The Bronze Age World: Palaces, Trade, and Writing


On-slide summary: The Bronze Age World: Palaces, Trade, and Writing; Key Concept: The MYCENAEANS ran a Bronze Age world of PALACES, sea trade, and LINEAR B writing - the connected world that vanished in the collapse.; The Mycenaean Palace World
TALKING POINTS
	•  Introduce the Mycenaeans from the left column: the Bronze Age Greeks of palace kingdoms like Mycenae and Pylos - the people later remembered as heroes.
•  Stress that palaces were administrative centers that controlled trade, stored grain, and kept records in Linear B, the earliest Greek writing.
	
	•  Widen to the network: Egypt, the Hittites, and the Mycenaeans traded metals, grain, and luxury goods across a connected sea - so a shock could ripple everywhere.
•  Discussion question: if a whole world depends on long-distance trade for the copper and tin to make bronze, why might that make it fragile?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Bronze Age World: Palaces, Trade, and Writing classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Bronze Age World: Palaces, Trade, and Writing in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Bronze Age World: Palaces, Trade, and Writing



	SLIDE 4
	The Collapse: A World Burns (c. 1200-1150 BCE)


On-slide summary: The Collapse: A World Burns (c. 1200-1150 BCE); Bronze Age Collapse; The BRONZE AGE COLLAPSE is the rapid fall of the eastern Mediterranean palace civilizations around 1200-1150 BCE - great cities burned within about two generations.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the Bronze Age Collapse from the callout: the rapid fall of the palace civilizations around 1200-1150 BCE, cities burned within two generations.
•  Make it evidence-based: archaeologists find ash layers where Pylos, Hattusa, and Ugarit were burned and abandoned - the destruction is physical, not legend.
	
	•  Stress the pattern and speed: kingdom after kingdom fell across the whole region in about two generations, not a slow centuries-long decline.
•  Pivot to the driving question: we KNOW it happened because of the burned cities, but WHY it happened is the real debate - hold that question for the next slides.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Collapse: A World Burns (c. 1200-1150 BCE) classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Collapse: A World Burns (c. 1200-1150 BCE) in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Collapse: A World Burns (c. 1200-1150 BCE)



	SLIDE 5
	The Sea Peoples: A Poorly Understood Coalition


On-slide summary: The Sea Peoples: A Poorly Understood Coalition; Key Concept: The SEA PEOPLES were a poorly understood COALITION of raiders named in EGYPTIAN records - real, but their origins are genuinely debated.; The Usual Suspects
TALKING POINTS
	•  Introduce the Sea Peoples from the callout as the usual suspects - but stress the name is a modern label from Egyptian records, not what they called themselves.
•  Correct the misconception: they were a coalition of many migrating and raiding groups, not a single nation with a known homeland.
•  Make the honesty move explicit: their origins are genuinely debated - real in the sources, but poorly understood, not a solved answer.
	
	•  Discussion question: why is it risky for a historian to build a whole explanation on a group we only know from the records of their enemies?
•  Preview the image: our most famous picture of them is a relief carved by the very pharaoh who claims to have beaten them - so we must read it critically.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Sea Peoples: A Poorly Understood Coalition classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Sea Peoples: A Poorly Understood Coalition in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Sea Peoples: A Poorly Understood Coalition



	SLIDE 6
	Medinet Habu: Ramesses III Fights the Sea Peoples


On-slide summary: Medinet Habu: Ramesses III Fights the Sea Peoples; Medinet Habu relief: Ramesses III's victory over the Sea Peoples (propaganda); Egyptian and enemy warships
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students 30 seconds with the relief. Point out the crowded warships and the tangle of fighting warriors in this Medinet Habu naval-battle scene.
•  Explain what it is: a real relief carved on Ramesses III's own temple around 1177 BCE, the single most famous image of the Sea Peoples.
•  Make the honesty move: this is propaganda - the pharaoh paid to show himself winning, so of course the Egyptians triumph; it is one-sided evidence.
	
	•  Keep it honest about scope: it proves an invasion happened, but says nothing about the other fallen kingdoms or the other debated causes of the collapse.
•  Discussion prompt: how should a historian use a victory monument made by one side of a war - trust it, ignore it, or weigh it carefully? Why?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Medinet Habu: Ramesses III Fights the Sea Peoples classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Medinet Habu: Ramesses III Fights the Sea Peoples in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Medinet Habu: Ramesses III Fights the Sea Peoples



	SLIDE 7
	Why Did It Fall? Systems Collapse, Not One Cause


On-slide summary: Why Did It Fall? Systems Collapse, Not One Cause; Systems collapse; SYSTEMS COLLAPSE means many stresses - raiding, trade breakdown, drought and famine, earthquakes, and revolt - together brought down the Bronze Age world.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define systems collapse from the callout: many interacting stresses hitting at once and feeding on each other, not one single cause.
•  Walk the five debated causes: invasion/raiding, trade breakdown, drought and famine, earthquakes, and internal revolt - each has some evidence, none explains everything.
•  Tie trade to fragility: every palace needed imported copper and tin for bronze, so when trade broke down, each kingdom lost what it depended on.
	
	•  Land the honesty move: because no single cause fits all the evidence, the collapse is genuinely debated - 'multiple interacting causes' is the stronger answer.
•  Discussion question: which cause do you find most convincing, and what evidence would you want to see to test it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why Did It Fall? Systems Collapse, Not One Cause classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Why Did It Fall? Systems Collapse, Not One Cause in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Why Did It Fall? Systems Collapse, Not One Cause



	SLIDE 8
	The Evidence Problem: Reading a Pharaoh's Propaganda


On-slide summary: The Evidence Problem: Reading a Pharaoh's Propaganda; Key Concept: The MEDINET HABU inscription of RAMESSES III is our best source on the Sea Peoples - but one-sided PROPAGANDA, weighed carefully.; Our Most Famous Source
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain what Medinet Habu gives us: Ramesses III's temple inscription is our most detailed written source on the Sea Peoples and the invasions.
•  Make the sourcing move: Ramesses III carved it to celebrate his own victory, so it is royal propaganda, not neutral reporting.
•  Point to the tells students will see in the primary source: boastful language, 'heart and soul finished forever,' bodies piled 'into heaps.'
	
	•  Deliver the killer context: Egypt itself declined soon after, so the claimed total victory was clearly not the whole story.
•  Discussion question: what is the difference between a source being USEFUL and a source being TRUE? How can this monument be both valuable and unreliable?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Evidence Problem: Reading a Pharaoh's Propaganda classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Evidence Problem: Reading a Pharaoh's Propaganda in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Evidence Problem: Reading a Pharaoh's Propaganda



	SLIDE 9
	The Greek Dark Age: When Writing Was Lost


On-slide summary: The Greek Dark Age: When Writing Was Lost; Linear B lost; LINEAR B, the earliest Greek writing used for palace records, was lost when the palaces fell - Greece went from literate to having no writing at all.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Connect back to slide 3: the Mycenaeans wrote in Linear B, and when the palaces fell, the scribes and the writing vanished with them.
•  Define the Greek Dark Age from the callout: roughly 1100-800 BCE, with no writing, palaces, or long-distance trade, and a simpler, poorer way of life.
•  Explain the name honestly: 'dark' partly because life was harder, but especially because with no writing we have almost no records from these centuries.
	
	•  Deliver the turn: writing revived around 800 BCE with a new alphabet borrowed from the Phoenicians - the script that would later record the Iliad and Odyssey.
•  Pose the puzzle for the next slide: if writing was gone for about 400 years, how did the stories of the heroes survive to reach Homer?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Greek Dark Age: When Writing Was Lost classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Greek Dark Age: When Writing Was Lost in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Greek Dark Age: When Writing Was Lost



	SLIDE 10
	From Memory to Homer: Oral Tradition and the Age of Heroes


On-slide summary: From Memory to Homer: Oral Tradition and the Age of Heroes; Big Idea: With writing lost, stories survived as ORAL TRADITION sung by BARDS, and later Greeks recalled the Bronze Age as a golden AGE OF HEROES.; Carried by Memory
TALKING POINTS
	•  Answer the puzzle: with writing lost, stories survived as oral tradition - passed by memory and performance, not on paper.
•  Teach the role of the bards: traveling poets who memorized and sang long tales aloud, reshaping them across the generations of the Dark Age.
•  Land the payoff: later Greeks remembered the lost Bronze Age as a golden age of heroes - mighty warriors and grand palaces greater than their own times.
	
	•  Be honest about Homer: he lived centuries after the collapse and wrote around 700 BCE using the new alphabet - heir to oral memory, not an eyewitness.
•  Discussion question: how might a story change after being sung and re-sung by bards for 400 years before anyone wrote it down?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make From Memory to Homer: Oral Tradition and the Age of Heroes classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain From Memory to Homer: Oral Tradition and the Age of Heroes in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: From Memory to Homer: Oral Tradition and the Age of Heroes



	SLIDE 11
	Myth vs. History: A Real Collapse, a Remembered Age


On-slide summary: Myth vs. History: A Real Collapse, a Remembered Age; Big Idea: The collapse is REAL but its causes are DEBATED; the 'age of heroes' is a REMEMBERED, mythologized past - history means weighing evidence.; What Is Real History
TALKING POINTS
	•  State what is solid history: the collapse really happened - the burned cities, the loss of Linear B, and the Greek Dark Age are real evidence.
•  State what is honestly uncertain: the CAUSE is debated - a systems collapse of several stresses, with no proven single villain.
•  State what is remembered and mythologized: the 'age of heroes' is a glorified memory, and Homer's epics reflect it rather than documenting the Bronze Age.
	
	•  Deliver the unit's big idea: doing history means weighing evidence - holding the real collapse, the debated causes, and the mythologized memory all at once.
•  Discussion question: how would you answer a friend who says 'the Sea Peoples destroyed the Bronze Age' as if it were a settled fact?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Myth vs. History: A Real Collapse, a Remembered Age classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Myth vs. History: A Real Collapse, a Remembered Age in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Myth vs. History: A Real Collapse, a Remembered Age



	SLIDE 12
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; The BRONZE AGE COLLAPSE (c. 1200-1150 BCE) burned the Mycenaean palace world; The cause is DEBATED - a SYSTEMS COLLAPSE of several combined stresses
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the four takeaways aloud and check the load-bearing ideas: the collapse, the debated systems-collapse causes, the propaganda source, and the aftermath.
•  Reinforce the honesty anchors: the collapse is real, its causes are debated, the Sea Peoples are poorly understood, and Medinet Habu is one-sided propaganda.
•  Trace the chain to Homer: Linear B lost, the Greek Dark Age, oral tradition carried by bards, and the remembered age of heroes.
	
	•  Preview the primary source: students will read and weigh Ramesses III's own Medinet Habu inscription as evidence for the invasions.
•  Discussion question: of everything today, what is the single most important thing to remember when someone claims to know 'what caused' the collapse?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: The BRONZE AGE COLLAPSE (c. 1200-1150 BCE) burned the Mycenaean palace world
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