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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Describe the Bronze Age Collapse: how the Mycenaean palace world and its eastern-Mediterranean neighbors burned and were abandoned within about two generations around 1200-1150 BCE, and what was lost (palaces, long-distance trade, and Linear B writing)
2. Weigh the debated causes of the collapse as a systems collapse - the Sea Peoples and raiding, the breakdown of trade, drought and famine, earthquakes, and internal revolt - and evaluate why one pharaoh's victory monument (Ramesses III at Medinet Habu) is limited, one-sided evidence
3. Trace what came after: the loss of Linear B and the Greek Dark Age, the survival of the epics through oral tradition, and how later Greeks remembered this real-but-mythologized past as the 'age of heroes' that Homer sang about

SECTION 1
The Bronze Age World: Palaces, Trade, and Writing
The World That Was Lost
               were the Bronze Age Greeks of palace kingdoms like Mycenae and Pylos, who traded across the sea, wrote in Linear B, and were later remembered as Homer’s age of heroes.
               were the great centers of the Mycenaean world - not just homes for kings but places that controlled trade, stored grain, and kept written records.
               was the earliest form of Greek writing, used mainly for palace records; it was lost in the collapse, leaving Greece with no writing for centuries.
 
SECTION 2
The Collapse: A World Burns (c. 1200-1150 BCE)
A Whole Civilization Comes Apart
The                is the rapid fall of the eastern Mediterranean palace civilizations around 1200-1150 BCE, when great cities were burned and abandoned within about two generations.
Archaeologists find layers of ash where cities like Mycenae, Pylos, and Ugarit were                - the physical evidence that the collapse really happened.
After being burned, the great palace cities were largely               , their populations shrinking as long-distance trade broke down.
 
SECTION 3
The Sea Peoples: A Poorly Understood Coalition
Real in the Sources, but Not a Known Nation
The                are the raiders that Egyptian records blame for the invasions - a poorly understood group whose exact origins are genuinely debated.
The Sea Peoples were not a single nation but a                of many different migrating and raiding groups moving by both land and sea.
The name "Sea Peoples" comes from                records, which name some of the groups but do not clearly explain who they really were.
 
SECTION 4
Why Did It Fall? Systems Collapse, Not One Cause
Many Causes, Not One Villain
A                is the idea that many interacting stresses - raiding, the breakdown of trade, drought and famine, earthquakes, and revolt - together brought down the Bronze Age world, rather than any single cause.
Scientific evidence points to a long                around this time, which would have caused famine - one of the stresses that combined in the collapse.
Because no single cause fits all the evidence, the cause of the collapse is genuinely                by scholars, most of whom favor several overlapping stresses.
 
SECTION 5
The Evidence Problem: Reading a Pharaoh’s Propaganda
Useful Evidence, but One-Sided
               is Ramesses III’s temple, whose inscription is our most detailed written record of the Sea Peoples and the invasions.
               carved the Medinet Habu inscription onto his own temple to celebrate his own victory, which is why it is royal propaganda rather than a neutral report.
Because a victory monument naturally exaggerates the ruler’s triumph, the Medinet Habu inscription is one-sided                that historians must weigh carefully.
 
SECTION 6
The Greek Dark Age: When Writing Was Lost
From a Literate World to No Writing at All
The                is the centuries after the collapse (roughly 1100-800 BCE) when writing, palaces, and long-distance trade were lost in Greece and life became simpler and poorer.
Writing revived only around 800 BCE, when the Greeks borrowed and adapted a new                from the Phoenicians - a different script from the lost Linear B.
It is called a "dark" age partly because, with no               , we have very few records from these centuries.
 
SECTION 7
From Memory to Homer: Oral Tradition and the Age of Heroes
How the Stories Survived the Gap
With writing gone, stories survived as                - passed down by memory and performed aloud - until they were finally written down as epics.
Traveling poets called                memorized and sang tales of the lost Bronze Age aloud across the generations of the Dark Age.
Later Greeks remembered the vanished Bronze Age as a golden                - the world of mighty warriors and grand palaces that Homer sang about.
 
SECTION 8
Myth vs. History: A Real Collapse, a Remembered Age
The Honest Verdict
The Bronze Age Collapse itself is                history - the burned and abandoned cities are hard archaeological evidence that it happened.
The CAUSE of the collapse, however, is genuinely                - a systems collapse of several stresses, not one settled answer.
Homer’s "age of heroes" is a remembered, mythologized past; his epics reflect that memory, but they are               , not a documentary record of the real Bronze Age.
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