	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE BERLIN WALL


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Berlin Wall


On-slide summary: The Berlin Wall; The Cold War you could see - and the night it came down
TALKING POINTS
	•  Start with the direction question: a wall built to keep people OUT points its guns outward. Ask students to hold that idea until the watchtower photo, then check whether the Berlin Wall matches.
•  The subtitle names both halves of the lesson - the Wall as a Cold War border you could see, and the November night in 1989 when it opened. Preview both so students know where the packet is going.
	
	•  Berlin is the clearest classroom entry into the Cold War because the whole conflict ran through one city that ordinary people actually lived in.
•  Ask what walls or fences students already know about and who each one was built to stop. Two or three answers is plenty before you move on.



	BACKGROUND
•  Berlin was the one place where the Cold War border ran through a single city, so it is the clearest classroom entry point into the whole conflict.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Berlin Wall classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is a wall usually built to do?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Berlin Wall in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide. Guided Notes open at Section 1, bound to Why Berlin Was Divided.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain why Germany and Berlin were divided after World War II.; Describe why East Germany built the Berlin Wall in 1961.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read target three aloud - how the Wall worked as a symbol for both sides. That is the target the Activity's Primary Source Spotlight actually assesses, when students read Reagan's 1987 Brandenburg Gate speech.
•  The four targets run in chronological order - Germany and Berlin divided after World War II, the Wall built in 1961, then 1989 - and the slides and Guided Notes sections follow the same order, so students can always tell where they are.
	
	•  Target two, why East Germany built the Wall in 1961, is the trap: students expect the answer to be stopping an invasion. Flag now that they will find a different answer and that the evidence is on the slides.
•  Have them commit out loud now and check the pick again at Key Takeaways: which of these four is hardest to answer in one sentence - why Germany and Berlin were divided, or how the Wall worked as a symbol for both sides?



	BACKGROUND
•  Targets run in chronological order, which is also the order of the slides and the Guided Notes sections.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target do you think will be hardest to answer in one sentence?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What You Will Learn in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide; the Guided Notes reprint these targets on page one.



	SLIDE 3
	Why Berlin Was Divided


On-slide summary: Why Berlin Was Divided; 1945: the Allies split defeated Germany into four occupation zones; Berlin sat about 100 miles inside the Soviet zone - and was split too
TALKING POINTS
	•  Draw the nested picture once: a big rectangle for East Germany, a small circle for Berlin inside it, and a line cutting the circle in half. Students confuse East Germany with East Berlin all lesson.
•  The 100-mile figure is the one that lands. West Berlin was not on a border; it was an island deep inside Soviet-controlled territory, reachable only by air, road, and rail corridors.
	
	•  Iron Curtain names a metaphor, not a structure. It covers the whole line across Europe; the Berlin Wall is the single stretch of it that ran through the middle of a city.
•  Ask why the Soviets would be uncomfortable with a democratic city inside their zone. Push past 'they did not like it' to 'people could see both systems and compare them'.



	BACKGROUND
•  The four occupying powers were the United States, Britain, France, and the Soviet Union; the three western zones merged into West Germany in 1949.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why Berlin Was Divided classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would the Soviets be uncomfortable with a democratic city inside their zone?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Why Berlin Was Divided in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 1 blanks: four, 100, Iron Curtain, West Berlin, East Germany.



	SLIDE 4
	Why the Wall Went Up


On-slide summary: Why the Wall Went Up; The Brain Drain; 2.7 million East Germans left between 1949 and 1961
TALKING POINTS
	•  2.7 million is roughly one in seven East Germans. Put that fraction on the board - a country losing a seventh of its people in twelve years cannot keep running.
•  Emphasize WHO left. Doctors, engineers, and teachers walking west is the brain drain, and it is why the loss hurt far more than the raw number suggests.
	
	•  Defection here meant boarding a subway in East Berlin and getting off in West Berlin. It stayed that easy until August 13, 1961, which is why Berlin was the last open door.
•  Ask students: what does it tell you about a country when its own skilled workers keep leaving? Students usually reach the answer that the government was failing without being told.



	BACKGROUND
•  Berlin was the last open door in the Iron Curtain; the rest of the East German border had been fortified since 1952.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why the Wall Went Up classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does it tell you about a country when its own workers keep leaving?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Why the Wall Went Up in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 2 blanks: 2.7, brain drain, defection, 1961, concrete.



	SLIDE 5
	Building the Wall, 1961


On-slide summary: Building the Wall, 1961; Note: cranes lift slabs
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point at the two cranes. This is not soldiers with a roll of wire; it is a construction operation with heavy equipment, weeks into the job.
•  Barbed wire is already strung along the top of the finished section. The wire went up first on August 13, 1961 and the concrete followed within days.
	
	•  Give ten seconds of silent looking - long enough to find the cranes lifting the slabs and the barbed wire along the top. Credit-recovery students skip photographs entirely when a teacher narrates over them.
•  There is no single right answer here and the reasoning is what you are after: which side of the border do you think the photographer is standing on, and what in the photo makes you say that?



	BACKGROUND
•  A U.S. federal government photograph of the barrier going up in 1961, in the public domain.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Building the Wall, 1961 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How quickly do you think a barrier like this could be built?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Building the Wall, 1961 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 6
	What the Wall Actually Was


On-slide summary: What the Wall Actually Was; Two walls, not one; An inner wall faced East Berlin and an outer wall faced the West.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Two walls is the detail students miss. The inner wall faced East Berlin - the one East Germans could actually reach - and the outer wall faced West Berlin.
•  The death strip was raked open ground so that anyone crossing it was visible from the towers. Keep the description factual; the engineering of visibility is the point.
	
	•  300 watchtowers along a 96-mile ring is a tower roughly every third of a mile. Have students do that division out loud - it makes the density concrete.
•  Ask students: why would a border system aim its towers and lights inward rather than outward? This is the question the whole lesson turns on.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Wall did not follow a straight line - it wrapped the entire perimeter of West Berlin, including the rural edges.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What the Wall Actually Was classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a border system point its towers and lights inward?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What the Wall Actually Was in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 3 blanks: Berlin Wall, West, death strip, 300, Checkpoint Charlie.



	SLIDE 7
	A Watchtower on the Border


On-slide summary: A Watchtower on the Border; Note: guard in the tower
TALKING POINTS
	•  The guard is leaning out of the observation window of a border watchtower, one of roughly 300 spaced along the Wall's 96-mile ring around West Berlin.
•  Pair the guard in the tower with the foreground: the rounded top of the Wall crosses the bottom of the frame with graffiti on it, which tells you the photographer is on the WEST side of the watchtower he is shooting.
	
	•  The tower and the graffiti in one frame preview the next slide's contrast between the painted west side and the blank east side.
•  Ask students: what does it mean that the tower's line of sight runs along the Wall rather than out into the city?



	BACKGROUND
•  A U.S. Department of Defense photograph in the public domain; the guards are at an ordinary duty post, not in a confrontation.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Watchtower on the Border classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What do you notice about how ordinary this looks?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Watchtower on the Border in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 8
	Life on Two Sides of the Wall


On-slide summary: Life on Two Sides of the Wall; Think about it: only one side of the Wall could be painted.; East Berlin
TALKING POINTS
	•  Permission to travel west existed on paper but was almost never granted to working-age adults. Retirees could sometimes go, because the state did not mind losing them.
•  The Stasi ran roughly one officer or informant for every 60 citizens. Ask students to picture that ratio inside their own school building.
	
	•  The graffiti detail is the lesson in one image: the west face could be painted because anyone could walk up and touch it, and the east face stayed blank.
•  Ask which side of the Wall would have more graffiti and why, before you tell them. The reasoning matters more than the fact.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Stasi employed roughly one officer or informant for every 60 East German citizens by the 1980s.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Life on Two Sides of the Wall classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which side would you expect to have more graffiti, and why?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Life on Two Sides of the Wall in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 4 blanks: permission, Stasi, aid, graffiti.



	SLIDE 9
	Trying to Get Out


On-slide summary: Trying to Get Out; Real talk: escapes were rare because the risk was enormous.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the three numbers as a ratio. Roughly 5,000 escapes across 28 years is fewer than 200 a year in a city of millions - the Wall worked, and that is the uncomfortable part.
•  The figure of 140 deaths is the Berlin Wall Memorial's verified count. Say that out loud; students will ask, and admitting historians still debate the total is the honest answer.
	
	•  Escape methods worth naming: tunnels dug from basements, a homemade hot air balloon, and hidden car compartments. Keep it on ingenuity and risk, not on injury.
•  Ask students: what would have to be true about your life to make that risk worth taking? It moves the lesson from dates to people.



	BACKGROUND
•  Historians still debate the exact death toll; the figure of 140 comes from the Berlin Wall Memorial's verified count.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Trying to Get Out classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What would have to be true about your life to make that risk worth taking?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Trying to Get Out in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 5 blanks: 5,000, 140, 28.



	SLIDE 10
	A Symbol the World Could See


On-slide summary: A Symbol the World Could See; Key Point: both sides used the same wall to argue they were right.; Freedom has many difficulties and democracy is not perfect, but we have never had to put a wall up to keep our people in, to prevent them from leaving us.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Kennedy's line is a Cold War argument compressed into one sentence: he concedes democracy is imperfect, then names the one thing free countries never had to do.
•  Write both names for the same object on the board - antifascist protection barrier and prison wall - and leave them up through the Activity.
	
	•  East Germany's name was not only spin; officials argued the barrier protected socialism from western sabotage. Students should understand the claim before they reject it.
•  Ask students: why would East Germany insist the Wall protected its own people? The answer sets up the Reagan speech two slides later.



	BACKGROUND
•  Kennedy's speech drew a crowd of several hundred thousand and is remembered for the line Ich bin ein Berliner.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Symbol the World Could See classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would East Germany insist the Wall was protecting its own people?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Symbol the World Could See in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 6 blanks: Kennedy, protection.



	SLIDE 11
	Reagan at the Brandenburg Gate, 1987


On-slide summary: Reagan at the Brandenburg Gate, 1987; June 12, 1987: President Reagan spoke feet from the Wall; He stood on the West Berlin side of the Brandenburg Gate
TALKING POINTS
	•  Reagan is on the western side, so the Wall is behind him and the East Berlin listeners are out of sight. The loudspeakers are what made this a speech to two audiences at once.
•  State Department and National Security Council staff tried to cut the tear-down line and Reagan put it back. That is the detail students remember.
	
	•  The Brandenburg Gate speech of June 12, 1987 is the Activity's Primary Source Spotlight, so read its closing lines - the tear-down-this-wall passage - aloud here; it pays off directly when students reach Part 4.
•  All three answers are defensible, so make them pick one and justify it: who was Reagan really speaking to - Gorbachev, the East Berlin listeners the loudspeakers reached, or the American press?



	BACKGROUND
•  Reagan spoke behind bulletproof glass because East German guards were within range of the platform.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Reagan at the Brandenburg Gate, 1987 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Who was Reagan really talking to - Gorbachev, East Berliners, or the American press?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Reagan at the Brandenburg Gate, 1987 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 7 blanks: 1987, West, East, wall.



	SLIDE 12
	Reagan at the Wall, 1987


On-slide summary: Reagan at the Wall, 1987; Note: Gate behind security glass
TALKING POINTS
	•  The Brandenburg Gate stands behind Reagan, framed by a pale blue security barrier and a panel of bulletproof glass. The Wall itself ran between him and the Gate, hidden from this camera angle.
•  The West German and American flags flanking Reagan's platform tell you this was staged for cameras as much as for the crowd - and the Wall, the thing the whole speech is about, is not actually in the shot.
	
	•  Leave this up while you read the closing lines of the Activity excerpt aloud, so 'tear down this wall' attaches to a real platform in a real place - even though the Wall itself sits out of frame.
•  Ask students: what does the setting tell you about who this speech was really staged for?



	BACKGROUND
•  A White House Photographic Office image in the public domain as a U.S. government work.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Reagan at the Wall, 1987 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does the setting tell you about who this speech was staged for?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Reagan at the Wall, 1987 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 13
	1989: The Pressure Builds


On-slide summary: 1989: The Pressure Builds; Glasnost; Gorbachev allowed public criticism inside the Soviet Union
TALKING POINTS
	•  Glasnost mattered because it removed the threat standing behind every East European government. Gorbachev told them plainly that Soviet tanks were not coming to save them.
•  Hungary is the mechanical cause, but the date matters: it cut the fence in May 1989 and still detained East Germans. Only in September did it let them cross, and after that the Berlin border stopped stopping anyone.
	
	•  The Leipzig Monday marches grew from a few hundred people at a church prayer service to hundreds of thousands by early November, without being fired on.
•  Ask why one open border in Hungary makes the Berlin Wall useless. Students who answer this understand systems, not just events.



	BACKGROUND
•  Gorbachev's refusal to back East Germany with force is often called the Sinatra Doctrine - each country doing it their way.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make 1989: The Pressure Builds classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does one open border in Hungary make the Berlin Wall useless?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain 1989: The Pressure Builds in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 8 blanks: glasnost, tanks, Hungary, Leipzig.



	SLIDE 14
	November 9, 1989


On-slide summary: November 9, 1989; An East German spokesman announced the border was open; He was reading a draft policy and got the timing wrong
TALKING POINTS
	•  Guenter Schabowski had not read the policy before the press conference. Asked when it took effect he improvised the word immediately, and East German television carried it live.
•  The actual policy planned an orderly visa process starting the next day. The border opened because of a reading error, not because anyone decided to open it.
	
	•  Bornholmer Strasse opened first, when its commander raised the barrier on his own authority. No shots were fired at any crossing that night.
•  Ask whether the guards should be remembered as following orders or as making a choice. There were no orders, which is exactly the point.



	BACKGROUND
•  The first crossing to open was Bornholmer Strasse, where the commander opened the gate on his own authority.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make November 9, 1989 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Should the guards be remembered as following orders or as making a choice?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain November 9, 1989 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 9 blanks: 9, draft, orders, midnight.



	SLIDE 15
	The Border Opens, November 1989


On-slide summary: The Border Opens, November 1989; Note: a Trabant goes west
TALKING POINTS
	•  The yellow car is a Trabant, the standard East German family car - two-stroke engine, plastic body, and a waiting list measured in years.
•  The people behind the railing are West Berliners applauding the cars coming through. The crossing has turned into a welcome line.
	
	•  Set this beside the watchtower photograph from earlier in the deck: same border, but every person in this frame is a civilian - a family in the car and a cheering crowd behind the metal railing.
•  Ask how this crossing differs from the one students saw earlier, and what changed to make the difference.



	BACKGROUND
•  A U.S. Department of Defense photograph in the public domain, taken days after the border opened.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Border Opens, November 1989 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How is this crossing different from the one you saw earlier in the deck?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Border Opens, November 1989 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 16
	What Came Next


On-slide summary: What Came Next; Reunification; The joining of East and West Germany into one country in 1990.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Reunification moved fast. The border opened in November 1989 and Germany was one country again by October 3, 1990, less than a year later.
•  The March 1990 vote was East Germany's first free election, and voters chose the party promising the quickest route to reunification.
	
	•  Most of the Wall was gone within two years. A double line of cobblestones now marks its route through central Berlin.
•  Ask students: why do historians treat November 1989 rather than 1991 as the end of the Cold War? The Soviet Union dissolved later, but this is when the system visibly failed.



	BACKGROUND
•  Formal reunification took effect on October 3, 1990, less than a year after the border opened.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Came Next classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why do historians treat November 1989 as the end of the Cold War?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What Came Next in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 10 blanks: reunification, vote, cobblestones.



	SLIDE 17
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; The Berlin Wall was built to keep East Germans in, not enemies out; It sealed West Berlin off for 28 years, from 1961 to 1989
TALKING POINTS
	•  Return to the opening question. A wall whose towers, lights, and guards all face inward is telling you exactly what its builders were afraid of.
•  The four takeaways map one to one onto the four learning targets and onto the Exit Ticket, so use them as the review checklist.
	
	•  Repeat the 28-year span. Students who only hear that the Wall fell often assume it stood for a few years, not for most of the Cold War.
•  Activity Part 5 asks them to answer the Essential Question in writing, so make them name their evidence out loud first: which of these four takeaways best proves the Wall was built to keep East Germans in rather than enemies out?



	BACKGROUND
•  These four takeaways map directly onto the four learning targets and onto the Exit Ticket.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway would you use to answer the Essential Question?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	These takeaways are reprinted at the end of the Guided Notes.
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