	WORLD HISTORY
THE BERLIN WALL
TEACHER GUIDE - EVERYTHING YOU NEED



SECTION 1
What's Included

	Component
	Format

	Guided Notes - Student
	Google Doc

	Guided Notes - Teacher Key
	Google Doc

	Activity - Student
	Google Doc

	Activity - Answer Key
	Google Doc

	Quiz - Student
	Google Doc

	Quiz - Answer Key
	Google Doc

	Exit Ticket - Student
	Google Doc

	Exit Ticket - Answer Key
	Google Doc

	Teacher Guide
	Google Doc

	Teacher Presentation Notes
	Google Doc

	Slides
	Google Slides



SECTION 2
Overview
Subject: World History    |    Grade Level: 9-12
• Students trace the Wall from 1945 division to 1990 reunification.
• Ten reference terms are taught on the slides and recalled in the Activity.
• A trimmed Reagan speech is the document-analysis anchor.
• The written product is one evidence-based position paragraph.

Key Vocabulary

	Term
	Definition

	Berlin Wall
	Concrete barrier that sealed West Berlin off from communist East Germany

	Iron Curtain
	The dividing line between the communist East and the democratic West

	East Germany
	The communist German state, also called the GDR, controlled by Moscow

	West Berlin
	The free, democratic half of Berlin surrounded by communist territory

	death strip
	Cleared open ground between the two walls, watched by armed guards

	Checkpoint Charlie
	The best-known crossing point between East and West Berlin

	defection
	Leaving your own country permanently without government permission

	brain drain
	The loss of skilled workers who leave a country for a better life

	reunification
	The joining of East and West Germany into one country in 1990

	glasnost
	Gorbachev's policy of openness that allowed public criticism in the USSR



SECTION 3
Suggested Pacing
Standard period - 50 minutes

	Time
	Duration
	Activity

	0-5 min
	5 min
	Hook: ask what a wall is normally built to do, then show the title slide.

	5-25 min
	20 min
	Slides 3-16 with Guided Notes; pause at each image slide for ten seconds of silent looking.

	25-45 min
	20 min
	Activity Parts 1-4; students may use their Guided Notes.

	45-50 min
	5 min
	Exit Ticket. Assign Activity Part 5 as homework.



Block period - 90 minutes

	Time
	Duration
	Activity

	0-10 min
	10 min
	Hook plus a quick map sketch of the four occupation zones on the board.

	10-40 min
	30 min
	Full slide deck with Guided Notes, stopping for discussion questions.

	40-70 min
	30 min
	Activity Parts 1-4, including a read-aloud of the Reagan excerpt.

	70-85 min
	15 min
	Activity Part 5 position paragraph, drafted in class.

	85-90 min
	5 min
	Exit Ticket.



Two short periods - 2 x 40 minutes

	Time
	Duration
	Activity

	Day 1, 0-30
	30 min
	Slides 1-10 with Guided Notes Sections 1-6.

	Day 1, 30-40
	10 min
	Activity Parts 1-2, the Reference Guide and Apply the Terms.

	Day 2, 0-20
	20 min
	Slides 11-17 with Guided Notes Sections 7-10.

	Day 2, 20-35
	15 min
	Activity Parts 3-5.

	Day 2, 35-40
	5 min
	Quiz or Exit Ticket.



SECTION 4
Google Classroom Setup
1. Print the Guided Notes and the Activity double-sided, one packet per student.
2. Open the slide deck and check that the four photographs display before class.
3. Decide up front whether the Quiz and Exit Ticket run on paper or in Google Forms.

SECTION 5
Quiz Answer Key (12 Questions)

	#
	Question
	Correct Answer

	1
	Why was West Berlin such an unusual place during the Cold War?
	C. It was a democratic city surrounded by communist East Germany

	2
	What was the main reason East Germany closed the Berlin border in 1961?
	A. Millions of its own citizens were leaving through West Berlin

	3
	The term brain drain refers to which problem facing East Germany?
	D. Skilled workers such as doctors and engineers kept leaving the country

	4
	What was the death strip?
	B. Cleared ground between the two walls that armed guards watched

	5
	Which statement best describes what the two faces of the Wall looked like?
	A. The west face was covered in graffiti while the east face stayed blank

	6
	What did Reagan ask Gorbachev to do at the Brandenburg Gate in 1987?
	C. Open the gate and tear down the wall that divided the city of Berlin

	7
	Glasnost was Gorbachev's policy of doing what?
	B. Allowing openness and public criticism inside the Soviet Union

	8
	How did Hungary help bring down the Berlin Wall in 1989?
	D. It opened its border with Austria, giving East Germans a way west

	9
	What actually triggered the opening of the Berlin border on November 9, 1989?
	A. A spokesman misread a draft policy and said the border was open

	10
	Why did the guards at the crossings let people through that night?
	D. They had no orders for the crowd and decided to raise the barriers

	11
	What happened to Germany in the year after the Wall opened?
	C. East and West Germany reunified into one country during 1990

	12
	Which statement best explains why the Berlin Wall became a Cold War symbol?
	B. It made an argument about freedom visible in a single ordinary city



SECTION 6
Exit Ticket Answer Key

	#
	Question
	Correct Answer

	1
	The Berlin Wall was built mainly to stop what from happening?
	B. East Germans leaving for the West through the open Berlin border

	2
	Which pair of dates correctly frames the life of the Berlin Wall?
	D. Built in 1961, opened in 1989

	3
	Reunification means which of the following?
	A. East and West Germany joined into one country in 1990



SECTION 7
Scoring Rubric

The Berlin Wall - Suggested Point Values

	Criterion
	Points

	Guided Notes - completed blanks
	10

	Activity Parts 1-2 - Reference Guide and applied terms
	10

	Activity Part 3 - order and explain
	15

	Activity Part 4 - Primary Source Spotlight
	20

	Activity Part 5 - position paragraph
	20

	Quiz - 12 multiple choice questions
	12

	Exit Ticket - 3 questions plus quick write
	13

	TOTAL
	100



SECTION 8
Teaching Tips
	
	Open with the direction question before you show a single photo: "Which way do the guns on a wall point?" Students almost always assume outward. When the watchtower slide shows the lights and the tower facing into East Berlin, the whole lesson lands in one image instead of five paragraphs.



	
	Expect students to confuse East Germany with East Berlin. Draw the nested picture on the board once - a big rectangle for East Germany, a small circle for Berlin inside it, and the circle cut in half - and point back to it every time the two names come up.



	
	Read the last three lines of the Reagan excerpt out loud yourself before students answer Part 4. Credit-recovery readers often skim past "Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!" as decoration; hearing it makes the comprehension question about the three requests answerable in one pass.



	
	The most common wrong answer on the fall of the Wall is that a leader ordered it opened. Ask "Who actually made the decision at the gate that night?" and hold out for the guards. That answer is what Quiz question 10 checks.



	
	For Part 5, require the position sentence before students write anything else - a student who writes the paragraph first almost always buries the claim in the last line and loses the evidence points. Grade the evidence, not the wording. The lesson evidence points one way, and Key Takeaway 1 and Exit Ticket question 1 both settle it the same way: the Wall was built to keep citizens in. A paragraph arguing the opposite earns full credit only if it cites lesson evidence that actually outweighs the inward-facing towers and the 2.7 million who left.




SECTION 9
Extension Activities
1. Two Captions, One Wall
Give students the same photograph of the Wall twice. Have them write the caption an East German state newspaper would print in 1975 and the caption a West Berlin newspaper would print on the same day, then write two sentences on what each caption leaves out. Needs only a printout.

2. Escape Plan Risk Report
Students research one documented escape method - a tunnel, a hot air balloon, a hidden car compartment - and write a half-page report that lists what made it work, what made it dangerous, and why the method stopped working after the border was upgraded.

3. Where Else Is There a Line?
Students pick one other divided place from the Cold War era, such as Korea, and build a four-row comparison chart against Berlin: who drew the line, who was kept in or out, whether it is still there, and how it ended or has not.


SECTION 10
Whole-Class Discussion Questions
1. East Germany called it an antifascist protection barrier and the West called it a prison wall. Which name does the physical evidence support, and what does the disagreement over the name tell you about the Cold War?

2. The Wall stopped defection but it also cost East Germany its reputation. Was building it worth it for the East German government?

3. Reagan asked Gorbachev to tear down the Wall in 1987 and it opened in 1989. How much credit should a speech get for something that happened two years later?

4. On the night of November 9, guards with no orders decided to raise the barriers. What made that possible, and what would have had to be different for them to decide the other way?

5. The Wall came down almost by accident, through a misread press statement. Does that change how you think about big historical turning points?
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	If you enjoyed this product, please do not forget to rate and review to assist other teachers.



	
	Looking for future discounts? Earn TPT credits by reviewing purchased products.



Please contact me if you have any issues with this product. Just like our students, I am always looking for opportunities to grow.
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