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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain why Germany and Berlin were divided after World War II.
2. Describe why East Germany built the Berlin Wall in 1961.
3. Analyze how the Wall worked as a symbol for both sides of the Cold War.
4. Explain what brought the Wall down in 1989 and what followed.

SECTION 1
Why Berlin Was Divided
After the War, Four Zones
In 1945 the Allies split defeated Germany into                occupation zones, and they split the city of Berlin the same way.
Berlin sat about                miles inside the Soviet zone, which is why West Berlin ended up surrounded.
Two Sides, One City
The                was the dividing line between the communist East and the democratic West.
               was the free, democratic half of Berlin surrounded by communist territory.
               was the communist German state, also called the GDR, controlled by Moscow.
 
SECTION 2
Why the Wall Went Up
The People Were Leaving
Between 1949 and 1961 about                million East Germans left for the West.
               is the loss of skilled workers who leave a country for a better life.
               means leaving your own country permanently without government permission.
One Night in August
On August 13,               , soldiers strung barbed wire across the city overnight.
Within days the barbed wire was replaced with                blocks along the border.
 
SECTION 3
What the Wall Actually Was
The Barrier Itself
The                was the concrete barrier that sealed West Berlin off from communist East Germany.
There were two walls: an inner wall faced East Berlin and an outer wall faced the                side of the city.
Watching the Border
The                was the cleared open ground between the two walls, watched by armed guards.
Roughly                watchtowers, floodlights and guards faced inward, toward East Berlin.
               was the best-known crossing point between East and West Berlin.
 
SECTION 4
Life on Two Sides of the Wall
East Berlin
Travel to the West required                that almost no one was ever given.
The                secret police watched neighbors, schools, and churches.
West Berlin
Western money and                poured in to keep the city alive.
Artists covered the west face of the Wall in               , but the east face stayed blank.
 
SECTION 5
Trying to Get Out
The Numbers
More than                people escaped over, under, or through the Wall.
At least                people died at the Berlin Wall border over those years.
The Wall stood for                years, from 1961 until 1989.
 
SECTION 6
A Symbol the World Could See
Two Names for One Wall
President                told a West Berlin crowd in 1963 that free countries never had to wall their own people in.
East Germany officially called the barrier an antifascist                barrier, not a prison wall.
 
SECTION 7
Reagan at the Brandenburg Gate
June 1987
On June 12,               , President Reagan spoke a few feet from the Wall.
He stood on the                Berlin side of the Brandenburg Gate.
Loudspeakers carried his voice across into                Berlin so people there could hear it.
His most famous line asked Gorbachev to tear down this               , and advisers tried to cut it.
 
SECTION 8
The Pressure Builds in 1989
Change in Moscow
               was Gorbachev’s policy of openness that allowed public criticism in the USSR.
Gorbachev told Eastern Europe that Soviet                would not rescue their governments.
Cracks in the Border
In September 1989                opened its border with Austria to East Germans, and thousands left that way.
Every Monday, protesters marched in                until the crowds reached the hundreds of thousands.
 
SECTION 9
November 9, 1989
The Press Conference
On November               , 1989, an East German spokesman announced that the border was open.
He was reading a                policy and got the timing wrong.
The Guards Decide
Guards had no                for a crowd that size, so they finally raised the barriers.
By                people were dancing on top of the Wall.
 
SECTION 10
What Came Next
One Germany Again
               was the joining of East and West Germany into one country in 1990.
East Germany held its first free                in March 1990.
Today only short stretches survive; a double line of                marks where the rest once stood.
 


KEY TAKEAWAYS
★ The Berlin Wall was built to keep East Germans in, not enemies out
★ It sealed West Berlin off for 28 years, from 1961 to 1989
★ The Wall was the Cold War made visible for both sides
★ It opened in 1989 and Germany reunified in 1990
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