	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Battle of Britain


On-slide summary: The Battle of Britain; The Summer Britain Held the Sky
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the whole lesson as one chain: France falls, Germany needs the sky, the RAF holds it, the Blitz follows, and Roosevelt answers.
•  The subtitle says Britain held the sky, so tell students up front that this is a battle no army fought on the ground.
	
	•  What would it take for a country to lose a war without a single enemy soldier landing?
•  The Battle of Britain was the first major campaign in history decided entirely by air forces, which is why it carries its own name.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Battle of Britain is dated July 10 to October 31, 1940, the first major campaign fought entirely by air forces.
•  This lesson sits after the fall of France and before the Eastern Front in Unit 13, so students already know Germany controlled western Europe.
•  Both photographs in the deck are public domain: Imperial War Museums CH 1364 and Library of Congress hec.47304.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What do you picture when you hear the Battle of Britain?
•  Can a country win a battle without its army ever fighting?
•  Why might a country far away care who wins a war it is not in?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students open the Guided Notes now; the first blanks come from the June 1940 slide that follows.



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain why Germany had to beat the RAF before it could invade Britain.; Describe how radar and Fighter Command helped Britain hold the sky in 1940.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Targets one to three deal with Britain; targets four and five deal with the United States, which had not entered the war.
•  Target two pairs two things students often separate: radar and Fighter Command, not just brave pilots.
	
	•  Which of these five targets sounds hardest to you right now, and why?
•  Target five is scored in Activity Part 4, where students read Roosevelt's 1940 fireside chat for themselves.



	BACKGROUND
•  Targets one to three cover the British side; four and five cover the American response.
•  The Activity's Primary Source Spotlight is scored against target five.
•  Quiz questions 1 to 9 cover the British side of the lesson; questions 10 to 12 cover the American response.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these targets do you already know something about?
•  Why would an air battle in 1940 matter to a student in 2026?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide; the Guided Notes list these same targets in the box at the top.



	SLIDE 3
	Britain Stands Alone, June 1940


On-slide summary: Britain Stands Alone, June 1940; France surrendered to Germany on June 22, 1940.; Britain was the last major power in western Europe still fighting.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The 21 miles of the English Channel is the hinge of the lesson: narrow enough to cross, wide enough to defend.
•  France surrendered to Germany on June 22, 1940, so Britain really was the last major power in western Europe still fighting.
	
	•  If the Royal Navy was far stronger than Germany's surface fleet, why did Germany think an invasion was possible at all?
•  Germany assembled invasion barges in French ports that autumn, which is exactly what the callout means about attacking the barges.



	BACKGROUND
•  France signed the armistice at Compiegne on June 22, 1940; Britain had evacuated Dunkirk three weeks earlier.
•  Germany's surface navy had been badly damaged in the Norway campaign of April 1940.
•  Hitler issued the Sea Lion invasion directive on July 16, 1940, conditional on air superiority.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is 21 miles both very short and very far in wartime?
•  What would Germany need to stop before it could move troops across water?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 3 blanks the year 1940, the 21-mile Channel width, and the Royal Navy.



	SLIDE 4
	The Air War in Three Words


On-slide summary: The Air War in Three Words; Luftwaffe; Germany's air force, which attacked Britain from July 1940 to win control of the sky
TALKING POINTS
	•  Luftwaffe simply means air weapon in German, and it is the force that attacked Britain from July 1940 to win control of the sky.
•  Operation Sea Lion is a plan, not an organisation, and the callout records that it was postponed on September 17, 1940.
	
	•  Which of these three words names a plan rather than an air force, and how can you tell?
•  The Royal Air Force defended the island through the summer of 1940, and students blank all three of these terms in the Guided Notes.



	BACKGROUND
•  Luftwaffe simply means air weapon in German; it was rebuilt openly from 1935 in breach of the Versailles Treaty.
•  RAF Fighter Command was one branch of the Royal Air Force, alongside Bomber and Coastal Command.
•  Sea Lion was postponed indefinitely on September 17, 1940 and formally shelved in 1941.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these three words is a plan rather than a thing?
•  Why would an invasion plan depend on an air force?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 4 blanks all three terms, with each definition printed as the clue.



	SLIDE 5
	Why Germany Had to Win the Sky First


On-slide summary: Why Germany Had to Win the Sky First; Did You Know: A German pilot shot down over Kent was captured; a British pilot could be flying again that afternoon.; What Germany Needed
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the two columns against each other: Germany needed control of the sky over the Channel, Britain had radar warning of every incoming raid.
•  The callout carries the whole argument: a German pilot shot down over Kent was captured, a British pilot could be flying again that afternoon.
	
	•  Which column would you rather be in, and does the Royal Navy guarding the Channel settle it for you?
•  Aircraft factories still building fighters is the quiet advantage here; production, not heroism, is what the later data slide measures.



	BACKGROUND
•  German fighters had roughly fifteen to twenty minutes of combat time over southern England before fuel forced them home.
•  British pilots who bailed out over their own country were often back on a squadron within hours.
•  Lord Beaverbrook's Ministry of Aircraft Production pushed British fighter output well past German output through 1940.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which column would you rather be in, and why?
•  Why does fighting over your own country change the arithmetic of losses?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 5 blanks sky, radar, and flew from the two columns.



	SLIDE 6
	Britain's Hidden Advantage


On-slide summary: Britain's Hidden Advantage; Radar; A system that bounced radio waves off aircraft so defenders could track raids before seeing them
TALKING POINTS
	•  Chain Home is the line of radar stations along Britain's south and east coasts, and it saw formations before they crossed the water.
•  Fighter Command is the decision-maker: it tracked incoming raids and decided which squadrons to send up, so no fighter patrolled an empty sky.
	
	•  Why is knowing where a raid is heading worth as much as another squadron of fighters?
•  The Luftwaffe bombed radar stations in August 1940 and then stopped, never grasping that the system was the real target.



	BACKGROUND
•  Chain Home stations could detect formations roughly 80 miles out, over the French coast.
•  Plots were phoned to the Fighter Command filter room at Bentley Priory and then out to group and sector controllers.
•  The Luftwaffe attacked radar stations in August 1940 but did not grasp how central they were and stopped.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is knowing where a raid is going worth as much as another squadron of fighters?
•  What happens to a defence system if the radar stations are destroyed?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 6 blanks Radar, Fighter Command, and Chain Home.



	SLIDE 7
	Four Phases of the Battle, 1940


On-slide summary: Four Phases of the Battle, 1940; Channel battles; July 10 - August 12
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read rows two and three together: attacks on airfields ran August 13 to September 6, then the target became London docks, homes, and factories.
•  The first phase, Channel battles from July 10 to August 12, was about ships and ports in the Channel, not about the RAF at all.
	
	•  Which phase in this table do you think was most dangerous for the RAF, and what in the row tells you?
•  The last row runs to May 1941, past the October 31 date Britain uses for the end of the battle itself.



	BACKGROUND
•  The German name for the campaign, Kanalkampf, covers only the first phase against Channel shipping.
•  August 13, 1940 was Adlertag, Eagle Day, the start of the main assault on Fighter Command.
•  Night raids continued long after the official end date, ending only when the Luftwaffe moved east in May 1941.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which phase do you think was most dangerous for the RAF, and why?
•  What does it tell you that the last phase runs past the official end of the battle?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 7 blanks the August 12 date, the word airfields, and the September 7 date.



	SLIDE 8
	Who Flew for Fighter Command


On-slide summary: Who Flew for Fighter Command; About 3,000 aircrew flew for RAF Fighter Command in 1940.; Roughly one in five came from outside Britain.
TALKING POINTS
	•  About 3,000 aircrew flew for RAF Fighter Command in 1940, and roughly one in five came from outside Britain.
•  Four or five sorties in a single day, for three months, explains exhaustion better than any casualty figure does.
	
	•  Why would Polish, Czech, Canadian and New Zealand pilots be flying for Britain in 1940?
•  Ground crews refuelled and rearmed a fighter in minutes, and the photograph on the next slide shows the waiting in between.



	BACKGROUND
•  Roughly 2,940 aircrew are recognised as Battle of Britain aircrew; about 570 came from outside the United Kingdom.
•  Polish and Czechoslovak pilots had already flown against the Luftwaffe in 1939 and were among the most experienced.
•  Ground crews could turn a Spitfire around, refuelled and rearmed, in under ten minutes.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would pilots from Poland and Czechoslovakia be flying for Britain in 1940?
•  What does four or five sorties a day do to a person over three months?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 8 blanks 3,000, five, and sorties.



	SLIDE 9
	No. 19 Squadron RAF, September 1940


On-slide summary: No. 19 Squadron RAF, September 1940; Note: between sorties.; Flying kit still on
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give the class thirty seconds of silence with this photograph before anyone speaks about No. 19 Squadron RAF.
•  Ask students what flying kit still on tells them about how soon these men expected to be airborne again.
	
	•  How old do the aircrew in this photograph look to you?
•  Fowlmere was a grass satellite airfield in September 1940, which is why the buildings behind the group look like farm sheds.



	BACKGROUND
•  Imperial War Museums photograph CH 1364, taken by Stanley Devon at Manor Farm, Fowlmere, in September 1940.
•  Fowlmere was a satellite airfield to RAF Duxford; No. 19 Squadron flew Spitfires from it during the battle.
•  The photograph is in the public domain and is reproduced here without its museum caption.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How old do these men look to you?
•  What are they doing while they wait, and why might that matter?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No Guided Notes blank is bound to this photograph; it supports the aircrew section that precedes it.



	SLIDE 10
	The Battle by the Numbers


On-slide summary: The Battle by the Numbers; German aircraft lost; About 1,900
TALKING POINTS
	•  Germany lost about 1,900 aircraft of all types against about 1,000 RAF fighters, and the callout explains why the production rows mattered more.
•  Britain built about 470 fighters each month against Germany's about 175, so identical losses were replaced at very different speeds.
	
	•  Does losing more aircraft than your enemy always mean you are losing the battle?
•  Students use this exact table again in Activity Part 3, so check they can read the Fighter Command aircrew killed row before they leave.



	BACKGROUND
•  Loss figures were wildly overclaimed by both sides at the time; these are modern historians' figures.
•  British monthly fighter output ran around 470 aircraft in summer 1940 against roughly 175 German single-engine fighters.
•  About 540 Fighter Command aircrew were killed during the official dates of the battle.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which row surprises you most?
•  Does losing more aircraft always mean losing the battle?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 10 blanks 1,900, 470, and 175 straight from this table.



	SLIDE 11
	The Blitz Begins: September 7, 1940


On-slide summary: The Blitz Begins: September 7, 1940; September 7, 1940; Nearly 350 German bombers struck the London docks.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The middle card carries the argument: RAF airfields got a break from constant attack at the worst possible moment for Germany.
•  Nearly 350 German bombers struck the London docks on September 7, 1940, and London was then bombed for 57 nights in a row.
	
	•  If your enemy is an air force, why would bombing cities be a mistake?
•  About 43,000 British civilians died between September 1940 and May 1941, and the warning callout asks students to treat that as people, not statistics.



	BACKGROUND
•  The switch followed an RAF raid on Berlin in late August 1940, itself a reply to bombs that fell on London by mistake.
•  Coventry was hit on the night of November 14, 1940, destroying its medieval cathedral.
•  Around 43,000 British civilians were killed across the whole Blitz, about two-thirds of them in London.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would attacking cities be a mistake if your real enemy is an air force?
•  Does bombing civilians make a country give up, based on what you see here?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 11 blanks 350, 57, and 43,000.



	SLIDE 12
	The Blitz in Three Words


On-slide summary: The Blitz in Three Words; The Blitz; The German bombing campaign against London and other British cities from September 1940
TALKING POINTS
	•  Blitz is short for Blitzkrieg, lightning war, but the campaign against London and other British cities from September 1940 was slow and grinding.
•  An Anderson shelter was a steel arch half-buried in a back garden, which is the low end of the range this row covers.
	
	•  Which is harder to live with every single night, the blackout or an air-raid shelter?
•  The callout records about 150,000 Londoners sleeping in Underground stations, and the government had first tried to stop them.



	BACKGROUND
•  Anderson shelters were corrugated steel arches half-buried in back gardens and covered with soil.
•  The government initially resisted opening Underground stations as shelters; Londoners opened them anyway.
•  Blackout rules were enforced by Air Raid Precautions wardens, who could fine households showing light.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these three would be hardest to live with every single night?
•  Why would a government worry about people sheltering in the Underground?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 12 blanks The Blitz, Air-Raid Shelter, and Blackout.



	SLIDE 13
	Living Through the Raids


On-slide summary: Living Through the Raids; Fit the blackout; No light could show after dark, so windows were covered every evening
TALKING POINTS
	•  Fit the blackout was a nightly chore: no light could show after dark, so windows were covered every evening.
•  Evacuate the children moved hundreds of thousands of city children to families in the countryside, often more than once.
	
	•  Would you rather be evacuated to a stranger's house or stay with your family in a bombed city?
•  Air Raid Precautions wardens were mostly volunteers, and the callout's point is that keeping factories, schools, and shops running was itself resistance.



	BACKGROUND
•  Operation Pied Piper evacuated roughly 1.5 million people, mostly children, from British cities in September 1939.
•  Many evacuees returned home during the quiet months and then had to leave again once the Blitz began.
•  ARP wardens were mostly volunteers, including many women, who patrolled streets during raids.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Would you rather be evacuated to a stranger's house or stay in a bombed city with your family?
•  Why does keeping schools and shops open count as fighting back?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 13 blanks dark, children, and wardens.



	SLIDE 14
	America Watches, 1940


On-slide summary: America Watches, 1940; In 1940 most Americans wanted to stay out of the war.; Cash-and-carry let Britain buy American arms, but only for cash up front.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Hold two facts together: most Americans wanted to stay out of the war, and the callout says most also wanted Britain to win.
•  The 1930s Neutrality Acts banned arms sales outright; the 1939 revision reopened them on cash-and-carry terms, which is the legal box Roosevelt spent 1940 working around.
	
	•  Britain was running out of dollars to pay for supplies, so what happens to a cash-only policy when the buyer has no cash?
•  Roosevelt won a third term in November 1940, which is why the destroyer deal had to avoid a Senate fight.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Neutrality Acts of 1935 to 1937 banned arms sales to belligerents; a 1939 revision allowed cash-and-carry purchases.
•  By December 1940 Britain's dollar reserves were nearly exhausted, which is what forced the Lend-Lease idea.
•  The America First Committee, founded in September 1940, campaigned hard against any further aid.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Can a country want one side to win and still refuse to fight?
•  What happens to cash-and-carry when the buyer runs out of cash?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 14 blanks cash, third, and dollars.



	SLIDE 15
	The American Debate in Three Words


On-slide summary: The American Debate in Three Words; Isolationism; The belief that the United States should stay out of wars fought outside the Americas
TALKING POINTS
	•  Isolationism is not pacifism: it is the belief that the United States should stay out of wars fought outside the Americas.
•  The Destroyers-for-Bases Deal traded fifty old American destroyers for leases on British bases, so it read as a swap rather than a gift.
	
	•  Is trading old warships for base leases neutral behaviour, and would a German diplomat have agreed?
•  The callout gives the mechanism: an executive agreement needed no vote in Congress, which is why it survived an election year.



	BACKGROUND
•  The destroyers were First World War-era ships; Britain valued the escorts more than their age suggested.
•  In exchange the United States received 99-year leases on bases from Newfoundland to British Guiana.
•  Roosevelt used an executive agreement precisely to avoid a Senate treaty fight in an election year.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Is trading old warships for base leases neutral behaviour?
•  Why would a president avoid asking Congress for permission?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 15 blanks Isolationism, Destroyers-for-Bases Deal, and Neutrality Acts.



	SLIDE 16
	The Fireside Chat of December 29, 1940


On-slide summary: The Fireside Chat of December 29, 1940; Roosevelt spoke to the nation by radio on December 29, 1940.; About 59 percent of American radio listeners heard the broadcast.
TALKING POINTS
	•  About 59 percent of American radio listeners heard the broadcast on December 29, 1940, one of the largest radio audiences to that date.
•  He promised weapons, not an American army in Europe, and that distinction is the whole political move of the speech.
	
	•  Why speak to families by radio instead of making a formal address to Congress?
•  Students read five passages from this broadcast in Activity Part 4, so flag now that he called the United States the great arsenal of democracy.



	BACKGROUND
•  This was Roosevelt's sixteenth fireside chat; about 59 percent of American radio listeners heard it, one of the largest audiences to that date.
•  The broadcast set up the Lend-Lease bill, introduced in the House twelve days later on January 10, 1941 and signed March 11, 1941.
•  The Luftwaffe raided London heavily the same night, which American listeners heard about the next morning.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why speak to families by radio instead of making a speech to Congress?
•  How is promising weapons different from promising soldiers?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 16 blanks 29, 59, and weapons.



	SLIDE 17
	Roosevelt at the Fireside Chat Microphones, 1937


On-slide summary: Roosevelt at the Fireside Chat Microphones, 1937; Note: 1937, not 1940.; Network microphones
TALKING POINTS
	•  Say plainly that this photograph is Library of Congress, 1937, not the December 1940 broadcast; it shows the format, not that night.
•  Point at the network microphones and ask how many stations carried a president speaking at once in the 1930s.
	
	•  Why does it matter that we label a photograph 1937 when the lesson is about 1940?
•  Roosevelt is speaking from a desk rather than a podium, and that staging was deliberate: a fireside chat was meant to sound like a visit.



	BACKGROUND
•  Library of Congress photograph hec.47304 by Harris & Ewing, March 1937, showing Roosevelt delivering a fireside chat at the microphones.
•  No photograph of the December 29, 1940 broadcast with clean public domain provenance exists on Commons or at the Library of Congress, so this one is used and dated honestly.
•  Roosevelt gave thirty fireside chats between 1933 and 1944, all in the same plain, direct style.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What do the microphones tell you about how many networks carried this?
•  Why does it matter that we label this photograph 1937 rather than 1940?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No Guided Notes blank is bound to this photograph; it supports the fireside chat section that precedes it.



	SLIDE 18
	From Arsenal to Lend-Lease


On-slide summary: From Arsenal to Lend-Lease; Arsenal of Democracy; Roosevelt's phrase for an America that supplies weapons to the nations fighting the Axis
TALKING POINTS
	•  Arsenal of Democracy is a phrase and Lend-Lease is a law: the first came in December 1940, the second in March 1941.
•  Ships and planes cross the Atlantic means American aircraft, tanks, food, and fuel reached Britain without cash payment up front.
	
	•  Is lending weapons to one side in a war a neutral act?
•  Roosevelt compared Lend-Lease to lending a garden hose to a neighbour whose house is on fire, which quietly hides who pays for the hose.



	BACKGROUND
•  Lend-Lease passed the House and Senate and was signed on March 11, 1941.
•  Roosevelt compared it to lending a garden hose to a neighbour whose house is on fire.
•  Lend-Lease eventually supplied the Soviet Union and China as well as Britain.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Is lending weapons to one side in a war a neutral act?
•  What does the garden hose comparison hide about the real cost?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 18 blanks Arsenal of Democracy, Lend-Lease, and cash.



	SLIDE 19
	Roosevelt Names America's Job


On-slide summary: Roosevelt Names America's Job; Remember: You will read a longer passage from this same broadcast in Activity Part 4.; We must be the great arsenal of democracy. For us this is an emergency as serious as war itself.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the quote twice, once flat and once as a broadcast, and ask what an arsenal of democracy sounded like to a listener in 1940.
•  The great arsenal of democracy line came three months after the Blitz began, with Britain short of ships, planes, and dollars.
	
	•  What is an arsenal, and why choose that word instead of factory?
•  He calls it an emergency as serious as war itself, which claims wartime urgency without a declaration of war.



	BACKGROUND
•  The phrase was suggested to Roosevelt by the French economist Jean Monnet, who used it in conversation in Washington.
•  Roosevelt insisted the emergency language was deliberate: he wanted wartime urgency without a declaration of war.
•  The full broadcast runs about 36 minutes; the Activity excerpt takes five passages from it in spoken order.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is an arsenal, and why choose that word rather than factory?
•  How can something be as serious as war but not be war?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 19 blanks Franklin and arsenal.



	SLIDE 20
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Germany had to win the sky before it could invade Britain, and it never did.; Radar and Fighter Command let a smaller air force fight a bigger one.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Takeaway three is the one students get backwards: switching to bomb cities on September 7, 1940 helped the RAF rather than hurting it.
•  Radar and Fighter Command let a smaller air force fight a bigger one, which answers why raw numbers did not decide the battle.
	
	•  Which of these five takeaways would you defend in the Activity's written verdict, and what evidence would you use?
•  The Blitz killed about 43,000 civilians by May 1941 without breaking Britain, and the exit ticket then turns to the American response.



	BACKGROUND
•  Each takeaway maps to one learning target in order.
•  Takeaway three is the one students most often get backwards; check it before they leave.
•  The exit ticket tests the American response: opinion in 1940, the arsenal of democracy phrase, and Lend-Lease.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five would you argue mattered most?
•  Which one would a German general in 1940 have disagreed with?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks here; students use this slide to check their completed Guided Notes.
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