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SECTION 3
Britain Stands Alone, June 1940
The Last Power Still Fighting
France surrendered to Germany on June 22, 1940, leaving Britain to fight alone.
The English Channel is only 21 miles wide at its narrowest point.
The Royal Navy was far stronger than Germany's surface fleet.
 
SECTION 4
The Air War in Three Words
Three Words That Frame the Battle
Luftwaffe - Germany's air force, which attacked Britain from July 1940 to win control of the sky
Royal Air Force - Britain's air force, whose fighter pilots defended the island through the summer of 1940
Operation Sea Lion - Germany's plan to invade Britain by sea, postponed in September 1940 and never carried out
 
SECTION 5
Why Germany Had to Win the Sky First
Two Columns, Two Positions
Germany needed control of the sky over the Channel before it could invade.
Britain's radar gave warning of every incoming raid.
Shot-down British pilots flew again the same day because they were over home ground.
 
SECTION 6
Britain's Hidden Advantage
The Defence System
Radar - a system that bounced radio waves off aircraft so defenders could track raids before seeing them
Fighter Command - the RAF branch that tracked incoming raids and decided which squadrons to send up
Chain Home - the line of radar stations along Britain's south and east coasts
 
SECTION 7
Four Phases of the Battle, 1940
Reading the Phases
The Channel battles ran from July 10 to August 12 before the airfields became the target.
From August 13 the Luftwaffe attacked RAF airfields and radar stations.
The Blitz on London began on September 7 and ran on to the end of October.
 
SECTION 8
Who Flew for Fighter Command
The Aircrew
About 3,000 aircrew flew for RAF Fighter Command in 1940.
Roughly one in five of them came from outside Britain.
Pilots often flew four or five sorties in a single day.
 
SECTION 10
The Battle by the Numbers
What the Figures Show
Germany lost about 1,900 aircraft between July 10 and October 31, 1940.
Britain built about 470 fighters each month in the summer of 1940.
Germany built about 175 fighters each month in the summer of 1940.
 
SECTION 11
The Blitz Begins: September 7, 1940
The Night the Target Changed
On September 7, 1940, nearly 350 German bombers struck the London docks.
London was then bombed for 57 nights in a row.
About 43,000 British civilians died between September 1940 and May 1941.
 
SECTION 12
The Blitz in Three Words
The Words People Used
The Blitz - the German bombing campaign against London and other British cities from September 1940
Air-Raid Shelter - a reinforced space, from a back-garden Anderson shelter to an Underground platform
Blackout - the rule that no light could show at night so bombers could not find their targets
 
SECTION 13
Living Through the Raids
Four Things Britain Did
No light could show after dark, so windows were covered every evening.
Hundreds of thousands of city children were sent to families in the countryside.
Air Raid Precautions wardens, fire watchers, and rescue crews worked through every raid.
 
SECTION 14
America Watches, 1940
The American Position
Cash-and-carry let Britain buy American arms, but only for cash paid up front.
Roosevelt won a third term in November 1940.
Britain was running out of dollars to pay for supplies.
 
SECTION 15
The American Debate in Three Words
Three Words That Frame the Debate
Isolationism - the belief that the United States should stay out of wars fought outside the Americas
Destroyers-for-Bases Deal - the September 1940 trade of fifty old American destroyers for leases on British bases
Neutrality Acts - the 1930s laws that barred arms sales to countries at war, until a 1939 revision allowed cash-and-carry purchases
 
SECTION 16
The Fireside Chat of December 29, 1940
What Roosevelt Said and Did Not Say
Roosevelt spoke to the nation by radio on December 29 in a fireside chat, as if to one family at a time.
About 59 percent of American radio listeners heard the broadcast.
He promised weapons, not an American army in Europe.
 
SECTION 18
From Arsenal to Lend-Lease
The American Answer
Arsenal of Democracy - Roosevelt's phrase for an America that supplies weapons to the nations fighting the Axis
Lend-Lease - the March 1941 law that let the United States lend or lease war supplies to Britain
American aircraft, tanks, food, and fuel reached Britain without cash payment up front.
 
SECTION 19
Review: Roosevelt Names America's Job
The Line Students Will Read Again
Franklin D. Roosevelt spoke these words in a fireside chat on December 29, 1940.
He said the United States must be the great arsenal of democracy.
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