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THE BATTLE OF ADWA: ETHIOPIA DEFEATS AN EMPIRE
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	1.
	What happened at the Battle of Adwa on 1 March 1896?



	A. The Italians captured Addis Ababa
	B. The two sides signed an immediate truce with no fighting

	
	

	C. Ethiopian forces decisively defeated the Italian army ✓
	D. Ethiopia surrendered to avoid bloodshed



	2.
	What did the Treaty of Addis Ababa (October 1896) do?



	A. Recognized Ethiopian independence while Italy kept Eritrea ✓
	B. Placed Ethiopia under joint British-Italian rule

	
	

	C. Required Ethiopia to pay war reparations to Italy
	D. Ended Ethiopian sovereignty



	3.
	How should Adwa be understood in the context of European imperialism in Africa?



	A. As a minor skirmish with little historical importance
	B. As African sovereignty, strategy, and agency defeating a European invader ✓

	
	

	C. As a rare exception explained mainly by luck
	D. As proof Ethiopia had outside help from every European power



QUICK WRITE
Open Response
In 3-4 sentences, explain why the Battle of Adwa mattered not just for Ethiopia, but for Africa and the African diaspora more broadly.

	
	MODEL RESPONSE (3-4 sentences): Adwa mattered beyond Ethiopia because Ethiopia was the only African state to defeat a European colonial invasion and remain independent through the entire Scramble for Africa. The victory became a symbol of pride and resistance across the continent and inspired Pan-Africanist and anti-colonial movements in the African diaspora for generations. Ethiopia’s flag colors were later adopted by independence movements across Africa, a direct link from this one battle to twentieth-century decolonization. Full credit names at least one specific piece of legacy (continued independence, Pan-Africanist inspiration, or the flag-color adoption) and connects it to why the victory mattered beyond Ethiopia’s own borders.


ANSWERS
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