	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE ART OF MUMMIFICATION


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Art of Mummification


On-slide summary: The Art of Mummification; How and why the ancient Egyptians preserved their dead - and what it reveals about their beliefs in the afterlife.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open with the puzzle: the Egyptians spent about seventy days and great expense preserving a dead body. Ask students why anyone would go to that much trouble for someone already dead.
•  Set the driving idea: mummification is EVIDENCE. The care the Egyptians took reveals that they believed death was a doorway to an eternal afterlife, and that the spirit needed the body to survive.
	
	•  Preview the lesson arc: students will learn why the Egyptians preserved the body, walk through the step-by-step process, and end at the Weighing of the Heart.
•  Discussion question to spark curiosity: what do the ways a society treats its dead tell you about what that society believes about life and death?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Art of Mummification classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Art of Mummification in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Art of Mummification



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain why the Egyptians preserved the body (ka, ba, afterlife); Describe the steps of mummification, from organs to natron to wrapping
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read each target aloud. Target 1 (why preserve the body: ka, ba, afterlife) maps to slides 3-4; Target 2 (the step-by-step process) to slides 5-10; Target 3 (what it reveals) to slides 11-13 and the primary source.
•  Tell students Target 3 is the real payoff: it is not enough to list the steps - they will analyze what the care and expense of mummification reveal about Egyptian belief.
	
	•  Connect targets to the assessments: the quiz hits the process and terms hardest; the activity's comparison table and Primary Source Spotlight exercise Target 3.
•  Pose a preview question: if you had to guess, why do you think the Egyptians took the brain out and threw it away, but left the heart carefully inside the body?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Learning Targets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: Explain why the Egyptians preserved the body (ka, ba, afterlife)



	SLIDE 3
	Why Preserve the Body? Egyptian Beliefs About the Afterlife


On-slide summary: Why Preserve the Body? Egyptian Beliefs About the Afterlife; Key Concept: The Egyptians believed in an AFTERLIFE, so they used MUMMIFICATION to preserve the dead body and keep the spirit alive forever.; Why Preserve the Body?
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the AFTERLIFE: the eternal life the Egyptians believed a person would enjoy after death, but only if the body and spirit were protected. This belief is the reason mummification exists.
•  Explain the core logic: the spirit needed the physical body as a home to survive. If the body rotted, the spirit had nowhere to live and the afterlife was lost.
	
	•  Define MUMMIFICATION now: the careful process of preserving a dead body by drying and wrapping it so it would not decay. Everything else in the lesson flows from this.
•  Discussion question: how does believing the spirit needs the body to survive explain why the Egyptians spent so much time and money preserving the dead?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why Preserve the Body? Egyptian Beliefs About the Afterlife classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Why Preserve the Body? Egyptian Beliefs About the Afterlife in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Why Preserve the Body? Egyptian Beliefs About the Afterlife



	SLIDE 4
	The Ka and the Ba: The Spirit Needs the Body


On-slide summary: The Ka and the Ba: The Spirit Needs the Body; Ka; The life force or spirit that stayed with the body in the tomb and needed food and drink to survive.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the KA: the life force or spirit that stayed with the body in the tomb and needed food and drink offerings to survive - which is why families left food at tombs.
•  Define the BA: the part of the soul, shown as a human-headed bird, that could travel between the tomb and the world of the living.
	
	•  Land the key point: both the KA and the BA needed the preserved body as a home. Destroy the body and the soul has nowhere to return - so the body had to be saved.
•  Discussion question: how does the idea that the soul had a ka and a ba that needed the body explain why simply burying a body was not enough for the Egyptians?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Ka and the Ba: The Spirit Needs the Body classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Ka and the Ba: The Spirit Needs the Body in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Ka and the Ba: The Spirit Needs the Body



	SLIDE 5
	Step 1: Purify the Body and Remove the Brain


On-slide summary: Step 1: Purify the Body and Remove the Brain; Key Concept: In Step 1, priests PURIFIED the body and removed the BRAIN through the nose - but left the HEART inside, believed to hold the soul.; Step 1: Purify the Body
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk Step 1: priests washed and PURIFIED the body with Nile water, palm wine, and spices, then laid it on a sloped embalming table.
•  Explain the surprising part: embalmers pulled the BRAIN out through the nose with a hook and threw it away, because they thought it was useless.
	
	•  Contrast with the HEART: the Egyptians believed the heart held the mind and soul and would be judged later, so it was carefully left inside the body.
•  Discussion question: what does it tell you about Egyptian beliefs that they threw the brain away but treated the heart as the most important organ?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Step 1: Purify the Body and Remove the Brain classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Step 1: Purify the Body and Remove the Brain in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Step 1: Purify the Body and Remove the Brain



	SLIDE 6
	Step 2: Remove the Organs and the Canopic Jars


On-slide summary: Step 2: Remove the Organs and the Canopic Jars; Canopic jars; Four special jars that held the body's organs - the liver, lungs, stomach, and intestines - after they were removed.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain Step 2: embalmers removed the soft inner organs - the liver, lungs, stomach, and intestines - which would rot fastest if left inside.
•  Define CANOPIC JARS: four special jars that held those organs after they were removed, one organ per jar, often with lids carved as protective gods' heads.
	
	•  Stress the exception: the heart was NOT removed. The Egyptians believed it held the mind and would be judged, so it stayed inside the body.
•  Discussion question: why do you think the Egyptians carefully saved the organs in jars instead of throwing them away like the brain?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Step 2: Remove the Organs and the Canopic Jars classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Step 2: Remove the Organs and the Canopic Jars in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Step 2: Remove the Organs and the Canopic Jars



	SLIDE 7
	Step 3: Dry the Body with Natron


On-slide summary: Step 3: Dry the Body with Natron; Key Concept: In Step 3, embalmers packed the body in NATRON, a drying salt, for about 40 days to pull out the water and stop the body from rotting.; Step 3: Dry with Natron
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the science of Step 3: water is what lets a dead body rot, so the whole goal is to dry the body out completely.
•  Define NATRON: a natural drying salt collected from dried lake beds near the Nile, packed inside and around the body to pull out all the moisture.
	
	•  Give the timing: the body sat buried in natron for about 40 days until it was completely dried, light, and stiff - preserved so it would not decay.
•  Discussion question: natron works like a super-powered version of the salt we use to preserve food. Why is drying the body the single most important step?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Step 3: Dry the Body with Natron classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Step 3: Dry the Body with Natron in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Step 3: Dry the Body with Natron



	SLIDE 8
	Step 4: Wrap the Body and Add Amulets


On-slide summary: Step 4: Wrap the Body and Add Amulets; Key Concept: In Step 4, embalmers wrapped the body in LINEN and tucked in AMULETS - small protective charms - to guard the mummy in the afterlife.; Step 4: Wrap the Body
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain Step 4: embalmers wrapped the body in many layers of LINEN strips, brushing warm resin between the layers to seal out air and moisture - the body was now a MUMMY.
•  Define AMULET: a small protective charm tucked between the linen layers, each meant to guard the body or give the dead person power in the afterlife.
	
	•  Describe the outer case: a painted mask was placed over the face and the mummy was sealed in one or more decorated coffins covered with protective paintings and hieroglyphs.
•  Discussion question: why do you think the Egyptians added protective amulets and painted coffins instead of just wrapping the body plainly?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Step 4: Wrap the Body and Add Amulets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Step 4: Wrap the Body and Add Amulets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Step 4: Wrap the Body and Add Amulets



	SLIDE 9
	The Finished Result: An Ancient Egyptian Coffin


On-slide summary: The Finished Result: An Ancient Egyptian Coffin; Ancient Egyptian wooden coffin with a carved, painted face (Museo Egizio, Turin); Carved, painted human face
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students 20 seconds to just look, then ask: what tells you this long wooden case was made to hold a human body?
•  Identify what they see: a real ancient Egyptian wooden coffin from the Museo Egizio, a long human-shaped case with a carved, painted face at the head end, that once held a wrapped mummy.
	
	•  Connect it to the process: inside a coffin like this lay a body dried with natron, wrapped in linen, and protected with amulets, exactly as described on the previous slides.
•  Discussion prompt at the image: the wood is worn because it is over three thousand years old. Why do you think a coffin like this survived for so long, and what does that say about how carefully the Egyptians made it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Finished Result: An Ancient Egyptian Coffin classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Finished Result: An Ancient Egyptian Coffin in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Finished Result: An Ancient Egyptian Coffin



	SLIDE 10
	The 70-Day Process and the Priests of Anubis


On-slide summary: The 70-Day Process and the Priests of Anubis; The 70-day process; The whole mummification took about 70 days from death to burial
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give the big number: the whole mummification process took about 70 days from death to burial, most of it the 40 days of drying in natron.
•  Explain who did it: trained PRIESTS, not ordinary servants, carried out the embalming, because it was a sacred act that had to be done exactly right with the correct prayers.
	
	•  Define ANUBIS: the jackal-headed Egyptian god of embalming and the dead. A priest wore an Anubis mask during embalming, acting as the god who guarded the dead.
•  Discussion question: why does it matter that priests, not ordinary workers, did the embalming? What does that tell you about how the Egyptians saw the process?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The 70-Day Process and the Priests of Anubis classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The 70-Day Process and the Priests of Anubis in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The 70-Day Process and the Priests of Anubis



	SLIDE 11
	The Journey to the Afterlife and Osiris


On-slide summary: The Journey to the Afterlife and Osiris; Osiris; The Egyptian god of the afterlife and ruler of the dead, who judged the souls of those who died.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Describe burial: the finished mummy was sealed in a TOMB with food, treasure, and grave goods - everything the dead person might need for the journey and the life to come.
•  Explain the JOURNEY: the Egyptians believed the spirit then had to travel through a dangerous underworld, helped by spells and maps like the Book of the Dead placed in the tomb.
	
	•  Define OSIRIS: the god of the afterlife and ruler of the dead. In myth he had died and returned to life, which is why he ruled the dead and offered hope of eternal life.
•  Discussion question: why do you think the Egyptians buried food, treasure, and spell books with the mummy? What does that reveal about how real the afterlife felt to them?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Journey to the Afterlife and Osiris classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Journey to the Afterlife and Osiris in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Journey to the Afterlife and Osiris



	SLIDE 12
	The Weighing of the Heart


On-slide summary: The Weighing of the Heart; Key Concept: In the WEIGHING OF THE HEART, a dead person's heart was weighed against the FEATHER of truth to decide if they earned the afterlife.; The WEIGHING OF THE HEART was the final judgment of the dead
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the WEIGHING OF THE HEART: the final judgment of the dead, in which the person's heart was placed on a giant scale against the FEATHER of truth of the goddess Ma'at.
•  Explain the two fates: a light heart (a good life) passed the test and went on to live forever; a heavy heart (full of wrongdoing) sank and was eaten by a waiting monster, ending the person forever.
	
	•  Connect back to mummification: this is exactly why the heart was never removed from the body - it had to be present to be weighed and judged.
•  Discussion question: the Egyptians believed how you lived decided your fate after death. How would that belief shape the way people behaved during their lives?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Weighing of the Heart classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Weighing of the Heart in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Weighing of the Heart



	SLIDE 13
	What Mummification Reveals About Egyptian Beliefs


On-slide summary: What Mummification Reveals About Egyptian Beliefs; Belief in the afterlife; The 70-day process prepared the body for eternal life
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read mummification as EVIDENCE: the whole 70-day process existed to prepare the body for eternal life, showing the Egyptians believed death was a doorway, not an ending.
•  Point to the care and expense: skilled priests, natron, linen, amulets, and painted coffins cost a fortune, showing that preparing for the afterlife was one of the most important things in Egyptian life.
	
	•  Highlight right and wrong: the Weighing of the Heart judged whether a person had lived a good life, revealing that the Egyptians believed how you lived decided your fate after death.
•  Discussion question: of the three strands - belief in the afterlife, care and expense, and right and wrong - which do you think a mummy is the strongest evidence for, and why?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Mummification Reveals About Egyptian Beliefs classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What Mummification Reveals About Egyptian Beliefs in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: What Mummification Reveals About Egyptian Beliefs



	SLIDE 14
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; MUMMIFICATION preserved the body so the KA and BA could reach the AFTERLIFE; The organs went into CANOPIC JARS; the body was dried with NATRON for 40 days
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read each takeaway aloud: MUMMIFICATION preserved the body for the KA, BA, and AFTERLIFE; organs went into CANOPIC JARS; the body was dried with NATRON and wrapped with AMULETS under ANUBIS; the WEIGHING OF THE HEART judged the dead.
•  Repeat the core idea one last time: the care and expense of mummification reveal that the Egyptians saw death as a doorway to eternal life, not an ending.
	
	•  Connect takeaways to the assessments: the quiz tests the steps and terms, while the activity table and Primary Source Spotlight test what the process reveals about Egyptian beliefs.
•  Quick check before the activity: can you name the salt used to dry the body and the god of embalming, and say why the heart was left inside?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: MUMMIFICATION preserved the body so the KA and BA could reach the AFTERLIFE
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