	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
TAMING WILD ANIMALS


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Taming Wild Animals


On-slide summary: Taming Wild Animals; How and why early humans domesticated animals - and how herding changed prehistoric life forever.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open by noting that every farm animal today began as a wild animal humans tamed.
•  Preview the big idea: domesticating animals changed diet, settlement, and society.
	
	•  Ask: what wild animal do you think humans tamed first, and why that one?



	BACKGROUND
•  Opens the lesson: domesticating animals was one of the biggest turning points in human history.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Taming Wild Animals classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What animals live with humans today that were once wild?
•  How might owning animals change the way people live?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Tell the difference between taming one animal and domesticating a species.; Identify which animals were domesticated first and why.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk through the four targets: taming vs domestication, first animals, breeding, and society.
•  Point out that the last target is the big one: herding reshaped diet, settlement, and social structure.
	
	•  Which target - the first animals, selective breeding, or the new society - are you most curious about?



	BACKGROUND
•  Preview the four goals; stress the leap from taming one animal to reshaping an entire way of life.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target sounds most surprising to you?
•  Why would raising animals change more than just the food supply?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	From Wild to Tame


On-slide summary: From Wild to Tame; Domestication; Taming wild animals and breeding them over generations to be useful to humans.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define domestication as breeding a whole species tame over generations, not just calming one animal.
•  Contrast it with taming: a tamed tiger is still a wild species, but a dog is truly domesticated.
	
	•  Ask: why can you tame one wolf in a lifetime but only domesticate dogs over many generations?



	BACKGROUND
•  The taming-vs-domestication distinction is the conceptual heart of the lesson and a common student mix-up.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make From Wild to Tame classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Is a tamed circus tiger the same as a domesticated dog? Why not?
•  Why does domestication take many generations, not one lifetime?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: DOMESTICATION (breeding over generations) and TAMING (changing one animal, not the species).



	SLIDE 4
	The First Animals Tamed


On-slide summary: The First Animals Tamed; The dog came first; Wolves became dogs and helped early humans hunt and guard camps.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the dog came first, bred from wolves to help hunt and guard camps.
•  List the early livestock - sheep, goats, cattle, and pigs - raised for food and materials.
	
	•  Ask: why were calm, easy-breeding animals like sheep chosen over fast, fearful deer?



	BACKGROUND
•  Order matters: the dog (a hunting partner) came thousands of years before food-producing livestock.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The First Animals Tamed classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a hunting people value a dog before a cow?
•  What made sheep and goats easier to domesticate than deer?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: DOG (domesticated first) and LIVESTOCK (sheep, goats, cattle, pigs).



	SLIDE 5
	Breeding for Calm


On-slide summary: Breeding for Calm; Selective breeding; Choosing the tamest, most useful animals to reproduce so calm traits pass on.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain selective breeding: only the calmest, most useful animals were allowed to reproduce.
•  Show that over generations this made livestock more docile - calm, gentle, and easy to handle.
	
	•  Ask: what would happen to a herd if herders let only the wildest, most aggressive animals breed?



	BACKGROUND
•  Selective breeding is human-directed evolution; students often think domestication just meant catching animals.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Breeding for Calm classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What would happen to a herd if only the wildest animals bred?
•  How is choosing which animals breed similar to a farmer choosing seeds?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SELECTIVE BREEDING (breeding the tamest animals) and DOCILE (calm and easily handled).



	SLIDE 6
	A Herding Way of Life


On-slide summary: A Herding Way of Life; Pastoralism; A way of life based on herding and raising domesticated animals.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define pastoralism as a whole way of life built on herding and raising domesticated animals.
•  Explain herding: keeping animals together and moving them to fresh grazing while guarding them.
	
	•  Ask: why did herders have to keep moving, and what did a herd give besides meat - milk, wool, hides?



	BACKGROUND
•  Pastoralism is a distinct lifeway from farming - some societies herded without ever settling into crop villages.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Herding Way of Life classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would herders need to keep moving their animals?
•  What could a herd provide besides meat?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: PASTORALISM (life based on herding) and HERDING (moving animals for grazing and protection).



	SLIDE 7
	Driving the Cattle Herd


On-slide summary: Driving the Cattle Herd; Herders drive domesticated cattle - an example of the herding way of life.; Domesticated cattle
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students a moment to notice the tame cattle being led and guided by the herders.
•  Point out the cattle stay in a group and follow the people - the docile behavior herders bred for.
	
	•  Ask: how does this scene show the difference between wild animals and domesticated livestock?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Driving the Cattle Herd classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Driving the Cattle Herd in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Driving the Cattle Herd



	SLIDE 8
	Animals as Power


On-slide summary: Animals as Power; Oxen pulled plows to break and turn heavy soil for farming.; Donkeys and oxen carried loads far heavier than a person could.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define a beast of burden: a strong animal like an ox used to pull plows or carry heavy loads.
•  Explain that animal muscle let people farm far more land and move far more goods.
	
	•  Ask: how would owning a plow-ox change how much land one family could farm in a season?



	BACKGROUND
•  Animal traction (the plow-ox) roughly multiplied the land one family could farm - a major economic leap.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Animals as Power classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How would a plow-ox change how much land one family could farm?
•  What jobs today are still done by animal power in some places?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blank: BEAST OF BURDEN (a strong animal that pulls a plow or carries loads).



	SLIDE 9
	Beasts of Burden at Work


On-slide summary: Beasts of Burden at Work; Laden donkeys carry loads while an ox pulls a plow - beasts of burden.; Ox pulling a plow
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out the donkeys carrying heavy packs and the ox harnessed to pull the plow.
•  Connect the scene to the term beast of burden: animals doing heavy labor for people.
	
	•  Ask: what would these same tasks - plowing and hauling - require without any animal power?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Beasts of Burden at Work classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Beasts of Burden at Work in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Beasts of Burden at Work



	SLIDE 10
	Animals and the Neolithic Revolution


On-slide summary: Animals and the Neolithic Revolution; Neolithic Revolution; The shift from hunting and gathering to farming and herding, letting people settle.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that domesticating animals was a key part of the Neolithic Revolution, the shift to farming and herding.
•  Show that raising animals gave a steady food supply, producing a surplus of extra food and materials.
	
	•  Ask: why does a steady, stored food supply let people stop wandering and settle in one place?



	BACKGROUND
•  Domesticated animals and domesticated plants together made the Neolithic Revolution possible.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Animals and the Neolithic Revolution classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does a steady food supply let people stop moving around?
•  What can a society do with extra food that it could not before?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION (shift to farming and herding) and SURPLUS (extra food and materials).



	SLIDE 11
	A New Kind of Society


On-slide summary: A New Kind of Society; A food surplus meant not everyone had to find food each day.; Some people took on new jobs: leaders, traders, and crafters.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that a surplus freed some people from finding food to become leaders, traders, and crafters.
•  Show how owning large herds created wealth, ranks, and social classes for the first time.
	
	•  Ask: how could owning a large herd make one family more powerful than its neighbors?



	BACKGROUND
•  Herd wealth is one of the earliest forms of storable, countable, inheritable property - a root of social inequality.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A New Kind of Society classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How could owning animals make one family more powerful than another?
•  Why do new jobs appear only after a food surplus exists?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Reinforces SURPLUS: extra food freed people for new jobs and created social ranks.



	SLIDE 12
	How We Know


On-slide summary: How We Know; Animal bones; Scientists study old bones to see how domesticated animals changed over time.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that scientists read old animal bones to track how domesticated animals shrank and calmed over time.
•  Introduce Francis Galton's 1865 essay as the written account students will analyze in the activity.
	
	•  Ask: what can a study of old animal bones show that a written account like Galton's cannot?



	BACKGROUND
•  Combining physical evidence (bones) with a written source is the core historian skill this activity practices.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make How We Know classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What can a bone tell us that a written account cannot?
•  Why check more than one kind of evidence?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: BONES (studied to track change) and GALTON (wrote the 1865 account).



	SLIDE 13
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Domestication breeds a whole species tame; taming changes one animal.; The dog came first, then livestock: sheep, goats, cattle, and pigs.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Recap the four takeaways and return to the big idea that taming animals reshaped human society.
•  Preview that the activity's Part 4 has students analyze Galton's actual 1865 account of domestication.
	
	•  Ask: how is your own life today still shaped by animals humans domesticated thousands of years ago?



	BACKGROUND
•  Close by returning to the big idea: taming animals reshaped the whole structure of human life.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway will you remember longest?
•  How is your life today still shaped by ancient domestication?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Ties together every Reference Guide term from the lesson.
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