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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain the difference between taming a single animal and domesticating a species.
2. Identify which animals early humans domesticated first and why those animals were chosen.
3. Describe how selective breeding produced docile livestock over many generations.
4. Explain how herding and pastoralism reshaped diet, settlement, labor, and social structure in the Neolithic Revolution.

SECTION 1
From Wild to Tame
Two Different Ideas
DOMESTICATION is the slow process of taming wild animals and breeding them over many generations so they live with and are useful to humans.
TAMING makes a single wild animal less afraid of people, but unlike domestication it does not change the whole species.
 
SECTION 2
The First Animals Tamed
Dog First, Then Livestock
The very first animal domesticated was the dog, bred from wolves to help early humans hunt and guard camps.
LIVESTOCK are domesticated animals such as sheep, goats, cattle, and pigs raised for human use.
 
SECTION 3
Breeding for Calm
Choosing Which Animals Breed
SELECTIVE BREEDING means choosing the tamest, most useful animals to reproduce so their calm traits pass to the next generation.
Over generations, breeding made livestock more DOCILE - calm, gentle, and easily handled.
 
SECTION 4
A Herding Way of Life
Living Off the Herd
PASTORALISM is a way of life based on herding and raising domesticated animals for food and materials.
HERDING means keeping and moving a group of domesticated animals together for grazing and protection.
 
SECTION 5
Animals as Power
Muscle for Work
A BEAST OF BURDEN is a strong domesticated animal, such as an ox, used to carry loads or pull a plow.
 
SECTION 6
Animals and the Neolithic Revolution
A Turning Point
The NEOLITHIC REVOLUTION was the shift from hunting and gathering to farming and herding that let people settle in one place.
Herding and farming produced a SURPLUS - the extra food and materials that supported larger, more complex societies.
 
SECTION 7
A New Kind of Society
Surplus Changes Everything
A food SURPLUS meant not everyone had to find food, so some people took on new jobs like leaders, traders, and crafters.
 
SECTION 8
How We Know
Two Kinds of Evidence
Scientists study old animal bones to see how domesticated animals changed in size and shape over time.
Historians also read written accounts, like Francis Galton’s 1865 essay, to learn how herders tamed animals.
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