	WORLD HISTORY
SONGHAI AND TIMBUKTU SCHOLARSHIP
QUIZ  (12 MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS)



	Name:  
	Date:  
	Period:  



	
	Directions: Choose the best answer for each question.



	1.
	The Songhai Empire is best described as:



	A. The empire that rose after Mali and controlled Timbuktu at its scholarly height
	B. The very first empire in West African history

	
	

	C. A Christian kingdom in North Africa
	D. A small city-state with no connection to Mali


Answer:
	2.
	How did Timbuktu come under Songhai control?



	A. It was founded by Songhai warriors from nothing in the year 1591
	B. It had always been part of the Songhai Empire

	
	

	C. The Songhai conqueror Sunni Ali took it from Mali in 1468
	D. European traders gave it to Songhai


Answer:
	3.
	Which best describes Askia Muhammad?



	A. A European explorer who mapped the Niger River during the 1800s
	B. A devout Muslim ruler of Songhai who was a patron of learning

	
	

	C. A merchant who opposed all scholars
	D. A Moroccan general who conquered Songhai


Answer:

	4.
	In this lesson, a 'patron' of learning is:



	A. A student who attended mosque school in Timbuktu
	B. A book copied out by hand

	
	

	C. A supporter who funds and protects scholars
	D. A judge who decides legal cases


Answer:
	5.
	The Sankore complex in Timbuktu is most accurately described as:



	A. A single modern-style university with one campus and printed diplomas
	B. A gold mine controlled by the ruler

	
	

	C. A fortress built to defend against Morocco
	D. A network of scholars and mosque schools centered on a mosque


Answer:
	6.
	A manuscript is:



	A. A handwritten book
	B. A printed newspaper

	
	

	C. A type of coin used in Timbuktu
	D. A caravan of camels


Answer:
	7.
	According to Leo Africanus, how valuable were books in Timbuktu's market?



	A. They were worthless and rarely sold
	B. They sold for more money than almost any other goods

	
	

	C. They could only be given away by scholars, never sold
	D. They were cheaper than everything else


Answer:

	8.
	Besides Islamic law and theology, what did Timbuktu's scholars study?



	A. Only farming and agricultural animal husbandry
	B. European painting and sculpture brought by foreign merchants

	
	

	C. Nothing beyond religion
	D. Astronomy, mathematics, grammar, history, and medicine


Answer:
	9.
	Leo Africanus, our most famous outside source on Timbuktu, is best described as:



	A. A Songhai official who kept the empire's records

	

	B. A North African traveler who visited Timbuktu and later described it as an outside observer

	

	C. A modern archaeologist who dug up the city

	

	D. The ruler Askia Muhammad writing about his own reign


Answer:
	10.
	Which statement about Leo Africanus's account is accurate?



	A. He was a Songhai insider from birth who lived in Timbuktu his whole life
	B. He wrote it hundreds of years before he visited Timbuktu

	
	

	C. It was written by John Pory, who first saw Timbuktu
	D. He wrote it as an outside observer, from memory, years later in Rome


Answer:
	11.
	How did Timbuktu's golden age of scholarship come to an end?



	A. The scholars all voluntarily departed for Europe in the 1600s
	B. A flood destroyed the Niger River trade

	
	

	C. A Moroccan gunpowder army defeated Songhai at the Battle of Tondibi in 1591
	D. Timbuktu was never conquered by an invading army and the golden age never ended


Answer:

	12.
	Which statement puts the West African empires in the correct order?



	A. Ghana came first, then Mali, then Songhai
	B. Songhai came first, and Mali rose only after it fell

	
	

	C. Timbuktu's golden age happened under the empire of Ghana
	D. Ghana, Mali, and Songhai were all the same empire


Answer:
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