	WORLD HISTORY
SONGHAI AND TIMBUKTU SCHOLARSHIP
 ANSWER KEY   GUIDED NOTES - TEACHER KEY



LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain how the Songhai Empire rose after Mali and took control of Timbuktu, and how Askia Muhammad acted as a patron of Islamic learning.
2. Describe Timbuktu under Songhai as a center of Islamic scholarship - the Sankore mosque-and-school complex and its community of scholars, judges, and teachers.
3. Explain the manuscript and book-copying trade of Timbuktu and what its scholars studied (Islamic law, theology, astronomy, mathematics).
4. Analyze a primary source - Leo Africanus's description of Timbuktu's scholars and book trade (via Pory, 1600 / 1896) - judging him as an outside observer, and explain why the golden age ended at the 1591 Battle of Tondibi.

SECTION 1
The Rise of Songhai
After Mali
The West African empire that rose after Mali in the western Sahel and controlled Timbuktu at the height of its scholarship was the empire of Songhai.
Songhai rose after the earlier empire of Mali, taking over its lands, cities, and trade routes in the western Sahel.
 
SECTION 2
Askia Muhammad, Patron of Learning
A Patron of Scholars
The devout Muslim ruler of Songhai (r.1493-1528) who invited and paid learned men and made scholarship in Timbuktu flourish was Askia Muhammad.
A wealthy or powerful supporter who funds and protects scholars is a patron; Askia Muhammad was one for learning in Timbuktu.
Like Mansa Musa before him, Askia Muhammad made the Hajj - the pilgrimage to Mecca that every able Muslim tries to make at least once.
 
SECTION 3
Timbuktu Under Songhai
A Famous City of Learning
Under Songhai, the city that became one of the great centers of Islamic scholarship and manuscript culture in the medieval world was Timbuktu.
Timbuktu was a rich crossroads because it sat where the Sahara caravan routes met the Niger River.
 
SECTION 4
The Sankore Complex
The Heart of Learning
The mosque-and-school complex at the heart of Timbuktu's scholarship, often called the University of Timbuktu, was Sankore.
Honest anchor: Sankore was really a network of individual scholars and mosque schools, NOT a single modern-style university with one campus.
 
SECTION 5
The Community of Scholars
Judges, Doctors, and Teachers
A learned person devoted to study - here, above all, the study of Islamic knowledge - is a scholar; Timbuktu held a large community of them.
Among Timbuktu's scholars were many judges (qadis), the learned men who decided legal cases, maintained at the king's expense.
 
SECTION 6
Manuscripts and the Book Trade
Books Worth More Than Gold
A book written out by hand, copied one page at a time and traded across Timbuktu, is a manuscript.
Leo Africanus reported that handwritten books brought from the north were sold in Timbuktu for more money than any other merchandise.
 
SECTION 7
What the Scholars Studied
Religion, Law, and Science
At the core of Timbuktu's learning was Islamic law, which the city's judges applied in real legal cases.
Beyond religion, Timbuktu's scholars also studied astronomy - the careful study of the stars - along with mathematics, grammar, history, and medicine.
 
SECTION 8
Leo Africanus: An Outside Observer
A Visitor, Not an Insider
The well-traveled North African (born al-Hasan al-Wazzan) who visited Timbuktu under Songhai and later described it from memory in Rome was Leo Africanus.
Because he was a visitor writing from memory years later, not a Songhai insider, we call Leo Africanus an outside observer.
 
SECTION 9
The End of the Golden Age
Defeated by Gunpowder
The 1591 battle where a smaller Moroccan army defeated Songhai and ended Timbuktu's golden age was the Battle of Tondibi.
The Moroccan army won at Tondibi because it carried gunpowder weapons - muskets and cannon - that Songhai's cavalry and spearmen could not match.
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