	WORLD HISTORY
SONGHAI AND TIMBUKTU SCHOLARSHIP
 ANSWER KEY   EXIT TICKET - ANSWER KEY



	1.
	According to Leo Africanus, how valuable were books in Timbuktu's market?



	A. They were worthless and rarely sold
	B. They sold for more money than almost any other goods ✓

	
	

	C. They were cheaper than salt
	D. They could not be bought or sold at all



	2.
	Which is TRUE about Leo Africanus, our main outside source on Timbuktu?



	A. He was the ruler of Songhai writing about his own empire

	

	B. He was a modern archaeologist who dug up Timbuktu

	

	C. He was a North African traveler who visited Timbuktu and later described it as an outside observer ✓

	

	D. He personally founded the Sankore complex



	3.
	How did Timbuktu's golden age of scholarship end?



	A. A Moroccan gunpowder army defeated Songhai at the Battle of Tondibi in 1591 ✓
	B. The scholars ran out of manuscripts to copy

	
	

	C. Mali reconquered the city and closed the schools
	D. The golden age never ended and continues today unchanged



QUICK WRITE
Open Response
In 3-4 sentences, explain how Songhai and Askia Muhammad made Timbuktu a great center of learning. Use the words PATRON and MANUSCRIPT, and name one honest limit on Leo Africanus's account (for example, that he was an outside observer writing from memory).

	
	RUBRIC (4 points): (1) explains that Songhai's ruler ASKIA MUHAMMAD acted as a PATRON of learning (funded and protected scholars, judges, and teachers in Timbuktu); (2) explains that Timbuktu became a center of Islamic scholarship with a famous trade in MANUSCRIPTS (handwritten books that sold for more than almost any other goods); (3) names one honest limit on Leo Africanus's account (he was an outside observer / a visitor writing from memory, not a Songhai insider); (4) writes clearly and accurately. SAMPLE 4-POINT RESPONSE: “Under Songhai, Askia Muhammad was a PATRON of learning who paid and protected Timbuktu's scholars, judges, and teachers, which is why the city became a great center of Islamic scholarship. Its market was famous for a trade in MANUSCRIPTS - handwritten books that sold for more money than almost any other goods. We know much of this from Leo Africanus, but we read him carefully because he was an outside observer, a visitor who wrote his description from memory years later in Rome.” Deduct 1 point per missing element.
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