	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
RISEOFTOTALITARIANISM


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Rise of Totalitarianism


On-slide summary: Rise of Totalitarianism; How Crisis Handed Three Countries to Three Dictators
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the lesson as one repeating pattern: crisis, legal entry, emergency powers, no rivals, permanent fear.
•  Stress up front that none of these three men shot his way into office; two were handed power by a king or a president.
	
	•  Ask students to hold a prediction: which of the three countries do they think fell fastest? The comparison table late in the deck settles it.
•  Tie back to the last lesson: the 30% German unemployment figure students met in the Depression lesson is the crisis that opens this one.



	BACKGROUND
•  This lesson follows the Great Depression lesson in Unit 12 and sets up the road to World War II.
•  Italy (1922), the Soviet Union (1929), and Germany (1933) are the three cases students compare.
•  The Activity uses a 1933 U.S. State Department dispatch from Berlin as its primary source.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does the word dictator make you picture?
•  Can a country vote itself into a dictatorship?
•  What would make people give up their right to vote?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students open the Guided Notes now; the first blanks come from the postwar Europe slide that follows.



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Define totalitarianism and explain what makes it different.; Identify the crises that made three European countries unstable.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out that target four is a comparison, which means students need parallel facts about three countries, not a story about one.
•  Explain that target five is a sourcing skill: who wrote it, when, and why does that make the report believable?
	
	•  The diplomat in target five was writing secret reports to Washington, not publishing propaganda, which is what makes his account useful.
•  For students who finish early, ask them to add a sixth target of their own and defend it at the end of the period.



	BACKGROUND
•  Targets one and four are definitional and comparative; two and three are causal.
•  Target four maps directly onto the comparison grid students fill in during Activity Part 3.
•  Target five uses Foreign Relations of the United States, a U.S. government publication in the public domain.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these targets do you think will be hardest to prove?
•  What evidence would show that a government controls everything?
•  Why would a historian read a diplomat's report instead of a speech?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Each Guided Notes section is titled with the slide it comes from, so the targets map onto the note headings.



	SLIDE 3
	Europe After the Great War


On-slide summary: Europe After the Great War; World War I broke apart four European empires and left millions dead.; New democracies replaced old monarchies across central Europe.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Name the four empires out loud and mark them on a wall map; students who cannot picture the map hear this slide as trivia.
•  The load-bearing idea is age: a democracy fourteen years old has no habit of surviving a crisis, and habit is what protects institutions.
	
	•  Ask the class directly whether they would trade a vote for a job, and push them to say what they would want in return.
•  Connect forward: every one of the three dictators will point at these years and say the parliament failed you and I did not.



	BACKGROUND
•  The German, Austro-Hungarian, Russian, and Ottoman empires all collapsed between 1917 and 1922.
•  Germany's Weimar Republic was founded in 1919 and was only fourteen years old when Hitler took power.
•  Italy was a monarchy with an elected parliament, and its postwar governments fell repeatedly.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a brand-new government be easier to overthrow?
•  Is order worth more than a vote when people are hungry?
•  What makes a country's citizens lose faith in their government?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide asks for empires, monarchies, and the word order.



	SLIDE 4
	Three Words for a New Kind of Government


On-slide summary: Three Words for a New Kind of Government; Totalitarianism; A system in which the state seeks total control over public and private life, allowing no rival parties, unions, or organizations
TALKING POINTS
	•  Draw the distinction concretely: an ordinary dictator jails his opponents, while a totalitarian state also takes over the chess club they belonged to.
•  Point out the irony in the callout, because totalitarian began as an insult and Mussolini kept it as a compliment.
	
	•  Fascism rejects democracy and communism at the same time, which is why students cannot sort it onto a simple left-right line.
•  Ask students to name one organization they belong to and imagine what it would mean for the government to appoint its leaders.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Italian liberal Giovanni Amendola used totalitario as an insult in 1923; Mussolini and Giovanni Gentile then embraced it.
•  Fascism and communism were bitter enemies but produced strikingly similar machinery of control.
•  A one-party state is the political skeleton; totalitarianism is the whole body, reaching into private life.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the difference between total control and strong control?
•  Why would a leader want control over a sports club or a choir?
•  Can a country be a one-party state without being totalitarian?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks totalitarianism, one-party state, fascism, and the year 1923.



	SLIDE 5
	The Depression Breaks the Peace


On-slide summary: The Depression Breaks the Peace; The 1929 crash cut off the American loans propping up Europe.; Banks failed, savings vanished, and factories closed across Europe.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Put the three vote numbers on the board in order, because a jump from 2.6% to 37.3% in four years is the single most persuasive fact in the lesson.
•  Be precise about the mechanism: American loans were short-term and callable, so the crash pulled money out of Germany almost immediately.
	
	•  Press the class on the difference between possible and certain, since the Depression explains the opening but not the outcome.
•  Anchor the phrase banks failed, savings vanished in something concrete, because a family losing every mark it had saved is why frightened voters abandoned the moderate parties.



	BACKGROUND
•  American short-term loans under the 1924 Dawes Plan were financing German recovery and were withdrawn after 1929.
•  The Nazi vote share was 2.6% in May 1928, 18.3% in September 1930, and 37.3% in July 1932.
•  German unemployment peaked near 30% in 1932, the figure students met in the Great Depression lesson.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why did the Nazi vote rise fastest in the worst years?
•  What would make you vote for a party you had ignored before?
•  Did the Depression make Hitler possible or make him certain?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks loans, the 30% figure, and the 37.3% vote share.



	SLIDE 6
	A Bank Closes Its Doors, New York, 1932


On-slide summary: A Bank Closes Its Doors, New York, 1932; Note the crowd's size.; Crowd fills the sidewalk
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give the class thirty silent seconds with the image before anyone speaks, because a photograph read too fast becomes wallpaper.
•  Be honest that this is a New York bank, then make the point that the collapse was worldwide and Germany's version was worse.
	
	•  Have students find the sign advertising 4% paid on thrift accounts, since that promise is exactly what the crowd is there to collect.
•  Ask what a government could offer people standing in that crowd, and connect their answers to why extreme parties gained votes.



	BACKGROUND
•  The photograph shows depositors outside the closed American Union Bank in New York City on April 26, 1932.
•  It is a U.S. National Archives record, local identifier 306-NT-677-B-177.476C, and is in the public domain.
•  No comparable photograph of a German bank failure is available in a confirmed public-domain source, so the American case stands in.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What do you notice first about this crowd?
•  What does a crowd this size tell you that a percentage cannot?
•  How would you feel if your family's savings were behind that door?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No Guided Notes blank is bound to this photograph; it supports the Depression section that precedes it.



	SLIDE 7
	Three Countries, Three Crises


On-slide summary: Three Countries, Three Crises; Italy; Strikes and riots the state could not stop
TALKING POINTS
	•  Work the table column by column rather than row by row, because the point is that three unlike crises produced three very like outcomes.
•  Germany appears twice in the crisis column on purpose: 1923 wiped out savings and 1932 wiped out jobs, and the second hit a country already shaken.
	
	•  The Soviet crisis is different in kind, since Stalin fought his way up inside a party that already ruled, with no election involved.
•  Ask students to predict which country's takeover was fastest, then check their answer against the comparison table later in the deck.



	BACKGROUND
•  Italy's postwar unrest of 1919-1920 is known as the Biennio Rosso, or two red years.
•  German hyperinflation in 1923 destroyed savings; the 1932 unemployment crisis destroyed wages.
•  The Russian Civil War ended in 1922, and Lenin's death in January 1924 opened a five-year succession fight.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these three crises looks most dangerous to you?
•  Do different crises lead to the same kind of government?
•  Which crisis would frighten your own community the most?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks Mussolini, the year 1933, and Lenin.



	SLIDE 8
	Italy: The First Fascist State


On-slide summary: Italy: The First Fascist State; Italy won World War I but gained little land and heavy debts.; Strikes and street fights convinced many Italians the state had failed.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Stress the four-year gap between 1922 and 1926, because Mussolini dismantled Italian democracy slowly enough that each step looked survivable.
•  The king's decision is the pivot of the whole slide, so ask what would have happened had he ordered the army to hold the roads into Rome.
	
	•  Italy matters first in this lesson because Hitler openly studied it; the March on Rome was the model for his own failed 1923 putsch.
•  For students who want more, have them find out what happened to Giacomo Matteotti in 1924 and report back in three sentences.



	BACKGROUND
•  Italians called their disappointment at the peace settlement the mutilated victory.
•  The March on Rome took place on October 28, 1922; the king appointed Mussolini prime minister on October 30.
•  The Fascist regime outlawed all rival parties through a series of laws completed in 1926.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a king hand power to the leader of a street militia?
•  Was the March on Rome a revolution or a bluff that worked?
•  How long did it take Italy to stop being a democracy?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks Blackshirts, king, and the year 1926.



	SLIDE 9
	How a Regime Controls What People Think


On-slide summary: How a Regime Controls What People Think; Propaganda; Information shaped and spread by a government to promote its own message and shut out other views
TALKING POINTS
	•  Teach propaganda and censorship as a matched pair, since one adds the official story and the other removes every alternative to it.
•  Radio deserves a moment of its own: for the first time a leader's voice reached a kitchen without passing through an editor.
	
	•  The next slide is a manufactured image of Mussolini, so tell students now that they will be asked what the picture is trying to make them feel.
•  Ask where students see coordinated messaging today and how they check a claim before repeating it.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Fascist press office sent Italian editors daily written instructions on what to print and what to ignore.
•  Radio was new in the 1920s and 1930s and reached listeners directly in their homes for the first time.
•  A cult of personality is built, not accidental: photographs, posters, films, and school texts are all coordinated.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is censorship necessary if propaganda already works?
•  How would you know if the news you read had been censored?
•  What makes a leader look heroic in a photograph?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks propaganda, censorship, cult of personality, and the word orders.



	SLIDE 10
	The Face the Regime Wanted Seen


On-slide summary: The Face the Regime Wanted Seen; Note the pose and medals.; Military uniform, many medals
TALKING POINTS
	•  Ask students to list every deliberate choice they can see: the military uniform, the many medals, the brimmed hat, and the level stare into the lens.
•  Make the analytic move explicit, because this portrait is evidence of what the regime wanted seen, not evidence of what Mussolini was actually like.
	
	•  The medals and the uniform are the argument: a press portrait like this asks the viewer to see a decorated soldier-statesman rather than a politician.
•  The Library of Congress records no date for this negative, so nobody can say when the pose and medals in this portrait were staged - name that gap out loud.



	BACKGROUND
•  The negative is an undated Bain News Service press portrait of Benito Mussolini, held by the Library of Congress as digital ID ggbain.37518.
•  Bain News Service supplied photographs to American newspapers; the Library records no known restrictions on publication for the collection.
•  The caption card carries no date at all, which is itself a sourcing problem worth naming out loud to students.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is this photograph trying to make you feel?
•  Who decided what he would wear and how he would stand?
•  How is a press portrait different from a snapshot?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No Guided Notes blank is bound to this photograph; it supports the cult-of-personality section that precedes it.



	SLIDE 11
	Germany: From Chancellor to Dictator, 1933


On-slide summary: Germany: From Chancellor to Dictator, 1933; Hitler was appointed chancellor on January 30, 1933.; After the Reichstag fire in February, civil liberties were suspended.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Put the four dates on the board as a timeline, because the speed is the argument: January to July is one school year, not a generation.
•  The Enabling Act is the hinge, since a parliament voted to let the chancellor legislate without it and never got that power back.
	
	•  Explain the emergency logic honestly: the Reichstag fire was presented as proof of a communist plot, and fear bought the decree.
•  Ask which step a citizen could still have protested safely, and use their answers to set up the terror slide later in the deck.



	BACKGROUND
•  President Hindenburg appointed Hitler chancellor on January 30, 1933, at the head of a coalition cabinet.
•  The Reichstag Fire Decree of February 28, 1933 suspended freedom of speech, press, and assembly.
•  The Law Against the Formation of Parties, July 14, 1933, made the Nazi Party the only legal party in Germany.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these four steps was the point of no return?
•  Can a law passed by a parliament end that parliament's power?
•  What could have stopped this sequence in February 1933?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks chancellor, Reichstag, Enabling, and Hindenburg.



	SLIDE 12
	Gleichschaltung: Bringing Everything Into Line


On-slide summary: Gleichschaltung: Bringing Everything Into Line; Gleichschaltung; The Nazi policy of equal direction: every independent organization under party control
TALKING POINTS
	•  The callout is the whole lesson in two sentences, so read it twice: the sign on the door does not change, only who is behind it.
•  Explain why leaving the organizations open is smarter than banning them, because a captured group still collects dues, members, and information.
•  Walk the three examples in order and name how ordinary they are: industry, farming, and local chambers of commerce, not armies or courts.
	
	•  An American diplomat in Berlin listed these exact takeovers - the industry federation, the farm societies, the chambers of commerce - in a report students read in Activity Part 4.
•  Name the racial policy directly rather than letting it pass: Nazi policy drove Jews out of German business and professional life, and the Part 4 dispatch ends with firms replacing Jewish directors.



	BACKGROUND
•  Gleichschaltung is usually translated as coordination or bringing into line; the 1933 American dispatch renders it equal direction.
•  The Reichsverband der Deutschen Industrie, the national industry federation, was reorganized in the first week of April 1933.
•  Gleichschaltung was also racial: Nazi policy drove Jews out of business and the professions, and the April 1933 dispatch students read ends with firms replacing Jewish directors with non-Jews.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why take over a farm society instead of just closing it?
•  What does a club lose when the party appoints its leaders?
•  Which organization in your own town would a regime target first?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks equal, Nazi, Hitler, and the word people.



	SLIDE 13
	The Soviet Union: Stalin's Revolution From Above


On-slide summary: The Soviet Union: Stalin's Revolution From Above; Lenin died in 1924 and left no clear successor.; Stalin outmaneuvered his rivals and controlled the party by 1929.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Draw the contrast with Italy and Germany plainly: there was no election and no march, only a bureaucratic climb inside a party that already ruled.
•  The collectivization famine is the human cost of the Five-Year Plans and belongs next to the production targets, not in a separate story.
	
	•  The purge detail students misremember is the target, so repeat that Stalin's terror struck loyal party members first and hardest.
•  Ask whether a state that must kill its own officials to stay safe is strong or fragile, and hold both answers for the comparison table.



	BACKGROUND
•  Stalin was General Secretary of the Communist Party from 1922 and used that post to place his supporters throughout the party.
•  The first Five-Year Plan began in 1928; forced collectivization of farms followed and caused mass famine in the early 1930s.
•  The Great Purge of 1936-1938 removed and executed party officials, army officers, and ordinary citizens on a vast scale.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How is taking over a party different from winning an election?
•  Why would a leader destroy officials from his own party?
•  Can a country modernize quickly without a cost like this?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks 1929, Five-Year, and Purge.



	SLIDE 14
	The Machinery of Fear


On-slide summary: The Machinery of Fear; Secret Police; A police force that works outside the normal courts to find, arrest, and silence opponents of the regime
TALKING POINTS
	•  Make the legal point concrete: an ordinary officer needs a judge to keep someone in a cell, and a secret police officer does not.
•  Name the three forces so students have something to hold onto, and note that all three answered to the party rather than to the state.
	
	•  Explain why the Five-Year Plan sits on a fear slide, since missing a production target could be treated as sabotage rather than bad luck.
•  Ask what people stop saying, and to whom, once arrest without charge becomes normal in a country.



	BACKGROUND
•  Italy's secret police was the OVRA, Germany's was the Gestapo, and the Soviet Union's was the NKVD.
•  A secret police force could arrest and detain without charge, which is what put it outside the ordinary legal system.
•  Five-Year Plan belongs on this slide because economic targets were enforced with the same threat of arrest.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What protection does a normal court give a person accused?
•  Why does a secret police force answer to the party, not a judge?
•  How does fear of arrest change what people say in public?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks secret police, purge, and Five-Year Plan.



	SLIDE 15
	The Tools of Total Control


On-slide summary: The Tools of Total Control; Control the Message; Propaganda pushed one official story into every home.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Have three students each read one card aloud and then close the deck, because this is the slide they must be able to reproduce from memory.
•  The youth organizations are the column students underrate, so point out that a regime that owns childhood does not have to win the next argument.
	
	•  Denunciation is the cheapest tool on the slide: it costs the state nothing and turns ordinary people into part of the police apparatus.
•  Ask which column would break first if it were removed, and use the disagreement to set up the Part 5 written verdict.



	BACKGROUND
•  All three regimes ran youth organizations: the Hitler Youth, the Italian Balilla, and the Soviet Pioneers and Komsomol.
•  Denunciation by neighbors and colleagues supplied much of the material the secret police acted on.
•  The three columns map onto the three answers students must give in the Activity's final written response.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these three columns would be hardest to resist?
•  Why train children instead of just controlling adults?
•  What makes a neighbor willing to report on a neighbor?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks propaganda, business, and neighbors.



	SLIDE 16
	Three Dictators Compared


On-slide summary: Three Dictators Compared; Leader; Benito Mussolini
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the Movement row and the Main weapon row back to back, because opposite ideologies landing on the same tools is the finding of the lesson.
•  The Route to power row is the one students should annotate, since a march, an appointment, and an internal party fight are three unlike doors to the same house.
	
	•  Compare the timelines out loud: four years in Italy, eighteen months in Germany, five years inside the Soviet party.
•  This table is the template for the comparison grid in Part 3, so the Movement and Route to power rows students copy now become their own answer key later.



	BACKGROUND
•  Fascism and communism were declared enemies, which makes the similarity of their methods the striking finding here.
•  Italy's takeover took four years, Germany's took eighteen months, and Stalin's climb took five years inside the party.
•  This table is the model for the comparison grid students complete in Activity Part 3.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which row surprises you most as you read across it?
•  How can opposite beliefs produce the same methods?
•  Which route to power would be hardest to stop?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks Fascism, 1929, and the word appointed.



	SLIDE 17
	How a Democracy Becomes a Dictatorship


On-slide summary: How a Democracy Becomes a Dictatorship; 1. Crisis; An economic or political emergency convinces people the current system has failed
TALKING POINTS
	•  Test the five steps against Italy and Germany line by line, then ask where the Soviet case breaks, since Stalin's legal entry happened inside a party rather than at an election.
•  Step two is the one students resist, because it is uncomfortable that two of the three were handed office by legitimate authorities.
	
	•  Point out that steps three and four are where the damage becomes hard to reverse, since the legislature and the rival groups are both gone.
•  Ask which step an ordinary citizen could still see happening, and use that to explain why step five has to come last.



	BACKGROUND
•  Steps one through three describe Italy in 1922-1925 and Germany in 1933 almost exactly.
•  Stalin's step two happened inside the Communist Party rather than at an election, since the Soviet Union had no rival parties to begin with.
•  Step five is what makes the arrangement durable, because it removes the possibility of organized opposition rather than defeating it.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  At which step does a country stop being a democracy?
•  Which step would be easiest for citizens to notice happening?
•  Does Stalin's rise fit all five of these steps?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks crisis, appointed, legislature, taken, and opposition.



	SLIDE 18
	What an American Diplomat Saw, April 1933


On-slide summary: What an American Diplomat Saw, April 1933; Big Idea: Totalitarianism is not control of the government alone. It is control of every phase of activity.; ...as a part of the general movement for obtaining control of every phase of German activity.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the quotation twice and have students underline every phase, because that phrase is the definition of totalitarianism in a diplomat's words.
•  Make the sourcing point explicit: Gordon was writing in secret to his own government and had no reason to exaggerate for an audience.
	
	•  Ask what activities would be included in every phase, and push students past government to clubs, churches, shops, and farms.
•  Preview Part 4 by telling students the full dispatch names which organizations fell and in what order, all within one week of April 1933.



	BACKGROUND
•  A charge d'affaires runs an embassy when the ambassador is absent; Gordon held that post in Berlin in April 1933.
•  The dispatch is Document 185 in Foreign Relations of the United States, Diplomatic Papers, 1933, Volume II.
•  As a U.S. government publication the volume is in the public domain, which is why the class can read it in full.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is a confidential report better evidence than a public speech?
•  What does the phrase every phase of German activity include?
•  How would Gordon have learned about these takeovers so quickly?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes section for this slide blanks phase and 1933, and it reviews the whole deck.



	SLIDE 19
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Totalitarian states seek control of every organization, not just the state.; Crisis after World War I left new democracies weak and easy to attack.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Ask one student to say the five-step pattern aloud from memory, then have another name the country where it ran fastest.
•  Return to the first takeaway, because the distinction between controlling the state and controlling every organization is the one students lose first.
	
	•  Point out that the last takeaway is a sourcing claim, and that Part 4 is where they prove it from the diplomat's own words.
•  Preview the written verdict: they will have to choose between crisis, weak democracy, and the tools of control, and defend the choice.



	BACKGROUND
•  These five takeaways map onto the five learning targets and onto the five parts of the Activity.
•  The Activity's final question asks students to argue which factor mattered most, using two pieces of evidence.
•  The Exit Ticket checks the definition of a one-party state, Gleichschaltung, and what the three leaders had in common.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway would be hardest to prove with evidence?
•  Which of the three countries fell fastest, and why?
•  What question about these regimes do you still want answered?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students use these takeaways to check their completed Guided Notes before the quiz.
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