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SECTION 3
Europe After the Great War
A Continent of New and Fragile Governments
World War I broke apart four European empires and left millions dead.
New democracies replaced old monarchies across central Europe.
Many people began to want order more than they wanted a vote.
 
SECTION 4
Three Words for a New Kind of Government
The Vocabulary of Total Control
Totalitarianism - a system in which the state seeks total control over public and private life, allowing no rival parties, unions, or organizations
One-Party State - a country where only one political party is legal and every other party is banned
Fascism - a political movement that puts the nation and its leader above the individual and rejects both democracy and communism
Critics coined the word totalitarian in Italy in 1923, and Mussolini then adopted it proudly.
 
SECTION 5
The Depression Breaks the Peace
When the Money Stopped
The 1929 crash cut off the American loans propping up Europe.
German unemployment hit about 30 percent in 1932, the worst in Europe.
The Nazi share of the German vote rose from 2.6% in 1928 to 37.3% in July 1932.
 
SECTION 7
Three Countries, Three Crises
Reading the Crisis Table
In Italy, Benito Mussolini took total control in 1922 after postwar strikes and riots.
In Germany, Adolf Hitler took total control in 1933 after unemployment reached about 30%.
In the Soviet Union, a power struggle followed the death of Lenin in 1924, and Joseph Stalin took control by 1929.
 
SECTION 8
Italy: The First Fascist State
Mussolini Takes Rome
Mussolini's Blackshirts marched on Rome in October 1922.
The king made Mussolini prime minister rather than fight him.
By 1926 Mussolini had banned every other political party in Italy.
 
SECTION 9
How a Regime Controls What People Think
Message, Silence, and the Leader
Propaganda - information shaped and spread by a government to promote its own message and shut out other views
Censorship - government control over what newspapers, books, films, and radio are allowed to say
Cult of Personality - the use of propaganda to present a leader as heroic, all-knowing, and beyond criticism
Mussolini's government sent daily written orders telling editors what every newspaper could print.
 
SECTION 11
Germany: From Chancellor to Dictator, 1933
Eighteen Months, Five Steps
Hitler was appointed chancellor on January 30, 1933.
After the Reichstag fire in February, civil liberties were suspended.
The Enabling Act of March 1933 let him make laws without parliament.
Every other political party was banned by July 1933, five months after he took office.
When President Hindenburg died in 1934, Hitler took his powers too.
 
SECTION 12
Gleichschaltung: Bringing Everything Into Line
Taking Over the Organizations
Gleichschaltung - the Nazi policy of equal direction, bringing every independent organization in Germany under party control
A Nazi official joined the national industry federation board in April 1933.
Hitler personally took over the newly united societies of German agriculture.
The clubs and associations stayed open. Only the people running them changed.
 
SECTION 13
The Soviet Union: Stalin's Revolution From Above
Climbing to the Top of the Only Party
Stalin outmaneuvered his rivals and controlled the party by 1929, five years after Lenin died.
His Five-Year Plans set production targets to industrialize fast.
The Great Purge of 1936-1938 destroyed his rivals inside the party.
 
SECTION 14
The Machinery of Fear
Three More Words for the Reference Guide
Secret Police - a police force that works outside the normal courts to find, arrest, and silence opponents of the regime
Purge - the removal of suspected opponents from a party, army, or government, often by arrest or execution
Five-Year Plan - Stalin's program setting production targets to industrialize the Soviet Union quickly under state control
 
SECTION 15
The Tools of Total Control
Message, Groups, and Fear
Control the Message: Propaganda pushed one official story into every home.
Control the Groups: unions, clubs, and business groups were taken over.
Control by Fear: Neighbors were encouraged to report on neighbors.
 
SECTION 16
Three Dictators Compared
Reading Across the Comparison Table
Mussolini's movement was called Fascism; Hitler's was called Nazism.
Stalin was in control by 1929, several years before Hitler.
Hitler's route to power was being Appointed to office, then law, while Mussolini's was the threat of a march.
 
SECTION 17
How a Democracy Becomes a Dictatorship
The Five-Step Pattern
Step 1: A Crisis convinces people the current system has failed.
Step 2: The leader is appointed or elected into office rather than installed by force.
Step 3: The crisis is used to suspend rights and rule without the legislature that voters elected.
Step 4: Other parties, unions, and independent organizations are banned or taken over by the party.
Step 5: Propaganda, censorship, and secret police make open opposition to the regime dangerous.
 
SECTION 18
Review: What an American Diplomat Saw
Review: A Report from Berlin
Gordon described a general movement for obtaining control of every phase of German activity.
Gordon sent his dispatch to the Secretary of State on April 6, 1933, from the embassy in Berlin.
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