	PERSONAL FINANCE
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
RENTERS & HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE - PROTECTING YOUR STUFF


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Renters & Homeowners Insurance: Protecting Your Stuff


On-slide summary: Renters & Homeowners Insurance: Protecting Your Stuff; Learn what renters and homeowners insurance cover, how they differ, and what a claim actually pays when your belongings are stolen or destroyed.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Connect to the unit and to real life: students will rent before they own, and many landlords now require renters insurance - so this is a survival skill for moving out, not just a finance topic.
•  Preview the payoff: by the end of class you can tell what renters insurance covers, how homeowners insurance differs, and calculate what a property claim pays - specifically the difference between replacement cost and actual cash value.
	
	•  Set the stakes with a number: replacing the belongings in a first apartment could cost around $7,000, while a year of renters insurance costs about $180 - so the coverage is cheap relative to what it protects.
•  Discussion hook: if a fire or theft wiped out everything in your bedroom tonight, how much would it cost you to replace it all - and could you afford that out of pocket?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Renters & Homeowners Insurance: Protecting Your Stuff classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Renters & Homeowners Insurance: Protecting Your Stuff in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Renters & Homeowners Insurance: Protecting Your Stuff



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain what renters insurance covers and what it does not cover; Explain how homeowners insurance differs by adding dwelling coverage
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk the four targets and flag target 3 as the main skill: students will DO real math - calculate what a claim pays under replacement cost value versus actual cash value.
•  Point to target 2 as the key distinction of the lesson: homeowners insurance adds DWELLING coverage for the structure, which is exactly why it costs far more than renters insurance.
	
	•  Preview target 4's judgment call: renters insurance is cheap compared to what it protects, because a year of coverage costs a fraction of what replacing your belongings would.
•  Extension: mention that renters and homeowners policies share most of the same parts (personal property, liability, deductible), so learning one teaches you most of the other.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Learning Targets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: Explain what renters insurance covers and what it does not cover



	SLIDE 3
	Protecting Your Stuff - Renters vs Homeowners


On-slide summary: Protecting Your Stuff - Renters vs Homeowners; Two policies for where you live; RENTERS INSURANCE is for people who RENT; HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE is for people who OWN their home
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the two policies by who you are: RENTERS INSURANCE is for people who rent, HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE is for people who own - and the difference between them comes down to the building.
•  Explain what renters insurance covers and does not: it covers your PERSONAL PROPERTY (your belongings) and liability, but NOT the building, because the landlord insures the structure.
	
	•  Make the landlord point concrete: if the apartment building burns, the landlord's policy handles the structure, and your renters insurance replaces the stuff inside your unit.
•  Discussion question: why does a renter NOT need to insure the building - and what would a homeowner have to insure that a renter does not?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Protecting Your Stuff - Renters vs Homeowners classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Protecting Your Stuff - Renters vs Homeowners in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Protecting Your Stuff - Renters vs Homeowners



	SLIDE 4
	Renters Insurance Basics - The Three Things It Covers


On-slide summary: Renters Insurance Basics - The Three Things It Covers; 1. Personal property; PERSONAL PROPERTY coverage pays to replace your belongings - furniture, electronics, clothing - after a covered loss like fire or theft
TALKING POINTS
	•  Name the three coverages a renters policy provides: PERSONAL PROPERTY (your belongings), LIABILITY (if someone is hurt in your place or you damage another's property), and ADDITIONAL LIVING EXPENSES (a hotel if the rental is unlivable).
•  Stress that personal property is the main reason people buy it, because it pays to replace furniture, electronics, and clothing after a fire or theft - specifically the stuff you could not afford to replace all at once.
	
	•  Connect the money mechanics students already know: you pay a PREMIUM (about $180/year) to keep the policy active, and a DEDUCTIBLE ($250 example) first on a claim before the policy pays the rest.
•  Discussion question: of the three coverages, which one do you think a first-time renter is most likely to forget they have - and when would liability coverage actually matter?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Renters Insurance Basics - The Three Things It Covers classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Renters Insurance Basics - The Three Things It Covers in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Renters Insurance Basics - The Three Things It Covers



	SLIDE 5
	What Renters Insurance Covers - and Does NOT Cover


On-slide summary: What Renters Insurance Covers - and Does NOT Cover; Covers: fire, theft, and more; COVERED losses include fire, theft, vandalism, and certain water damage that ruin your PERSONAL PROPERTY
TALKING POINTS
	•  Lay out the covered side clearly: renters insurance pays to replace your belongings after fire, theft, vandalism, and certain water damage - the common losses that wreck a first apartment.
•  Share the detail renters miss: your belongings are often covered OUTSIDE your apartment too, so a laptop stolen from your car can still be a covered claim - specifically, the coverage follows your stuff.
	
	•  Draw the not-covered line firmly: renters insurance does NOT cover the building (the landlord's policy does), which is the key reason it is so much cheaper than homeowners insurance.
•  Warn about the two big exclusions: a standard policy does NOT cover floods or earthquakes, because those need a separate policy - discuss why an insurer treats them differently.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Renters Insurance Covers - and Does NOT Cover classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What Renters Insurance Covers - and Does NOT Cover in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: What Renters Insurance Covers - and Does NOT Cover



	SLIDE 6
	Homeowners Insurance - Adds the Dwelling


On-slide summary: Homeowners Insurance - Adds the Dwelling; Dwelling coverage (the big addition); DWELLING COVERAGE is the part of homeowners insurance that pays to rebuild or repair the STRUCTURE of the house you own
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the one big addition: DWELLING COVERAGE is the part of homeowners insurance that pays to rebuild or repair the STRUCTURE of the house you own - the piece a renter never needs.
•  Show that homeowners is renters PLUS the dwelling: a homeowners policy also covers your personal property, liability, and living expenses, just like renters - it simply adds the building.
	
	•  Explain the price gap with the reason: homeowners costs far more (about $1,500/year vs $180 for renters) because it insures a whole building that could cost hundreds of thousands to rebuild.
•  Reassure that the math is the same: you still pay a premium and a DEDUCTIBLE on a claim, and the claim pays the covered loss minus your deductible - the dwelling just makes the numbers bigger.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Homeowners Insurance - Adds the Dwelling classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Homeowners Insurance - Adds the Dwelling in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Homeowners Insurance - Adds the Dwelling



	SLIDE 7
	Replacement Cost vs Actual Cash Value - A Labeled Model


On-slide summary: Replacement Cost vs Actual Cash Value - A Labeled Model; A LABELED MODEL (RCV); REPLACEMENT COST VALUE pays to buy the item NEW: RCV CLAIM PAYS = replacement cost - your deductible
TALKING POINTS
	•  Put both settings on the board under their labels: REPLACEMENT COST VALUE pays to buy the item new (replacement cost - deductible), and ACTUAL CASH VALUE pays the depreciated value (replacement cost - depreciation, then - deductible).
•  Work the same laptop under both so the gap is unmistakable: a $1,200 laptop with a $250 deductible pays $950 under RCV, but only $350 under ACV because $600 of depreciation is subtracted first.
	
	•  Make the takeaway explicit: RCV pays $600 more here, which means replacement cost value is the setting you want because it actually pays enough to replace your stuff after a loss.
•  Be honest about the tradeoff: RCV usually costs a little more in premium, but since it pays far more on a claim, it is almost always worth choosing - specifically because ACV leaves you short.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Replacement Cost vs Actual Cash Value - A Labeled Model classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Replacement Cost vs Actual Cash Value - A Labeled Model in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Replacement Cost vs Actual Cash Value - A Labeled Model



	SLIDE 8
	Why Renters Insurance Is So Cheap


On-slide summary: Why Renters Insurance Is So Cheap; It does not insure a building; Renters insurance only covers your STUFF, not the structure, so it costs far less than homeowners insurance
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give the core reason renters insurance is cheap: it does NOT insure a building, only your stuff and your liability, so the premium is a small fraction of a homeowners premium.
•  Put a real number on it: a mid-range renters PREMIUM is about $180 a year - roughly $15 a month, less than many streaming bundles - which is why cost is a bad excuse to skip it.
	
	•  Show what that small premium protects: replacing a first apartment's belongings out of pocket could cost about $7,000, so $180 of coverage protects thousands of dollars of your stuff.
•  Discussion question: replacing your belongings costs about 39 times one year of renters insurance - so why do you think so many young renters still skip it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why Renters Insurance Is So Cheap classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Why Renters Insurance Is So Cheap in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Why Renters Insurance Is So Cheap



	SLIDE 9
	One Year of Renters Insurance vs Replacing Your Belongings


On-slide summary: One Year of Renters Insurance vs Replacing Your Belongings; One year of renters insurance ($180) vs replacing your belongings ($7,000).; Renters insurance: $180
TALKING POINTS
	•  Let students look at the two bars quietly first: the renters insurance bar is tiny at $180, and the replace-your-belongings bar towers over it at $7,000.
•  Point out the takeaway gap: replacing your stuff costs $6,820 more than a year of coverage - about 39 times as much - because the chart is contrasting a small certain cost with a large possible loss.
	
	•  Explain why this is the core logic of insurance: you trade a small, certain premium for protection against a large, uncertain loss, and specifically here that trade is lopsided in your favor.
•  Discussion question: looking at this chart, what would you say to a friend who tells you renters insurance is 'a waste of money'?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make One Year of Renters Insurance vs Replacing Your Belongings classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain One Year of Renters Insurance vs Replacing Your Belongings in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: One Year of Renters Insurance vs Replacing Your Belongings



	SLIDE 10
	What Affects Your Rate


On-slide summary: What Affects Your Rate; How much stuff you cover; The more PERSONAL PROPERTY you insure (a higher coverage amount), the higher your PREMIUM - you are protecting more
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the slide as what moves the PREMIUM: how much personal property you insure, your deductible choice, RCV vs ACV, and where you live - so students see the levers they control.
•  Explain the deductible tradeoff they already know: a HIGHER deductible lowers your premium because you take on more of each claim yourself before the policy pays.
	
	•  Connect the RCV choice to the last slide: choosing REPLACEMENT COST VALUE costs a little more than actual cash value, specifically because it pays more on a claim.
•  Reassure with the big picture: even with more coverage these choices move the price by dollars a month, not hundreds, so renters insurance stays cheap - discuss why that makes RCV an easy call.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Affects Your Rate classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What Affects Your Rate in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: What Affects Your Rate



	SLIDE 11
	Often Required - and Why You Inventory Your Stuff


On-slide summary: Often Required - and Why You Inventory Your Stuff; Landlords often REQUIRE it; Many landlords now REQUIRE renters insurance in the lease before you can move in - so you may have no choice
TALKING POINTS
	•  Share the practical fact that connects to independent living: many landlords now REQUIRE renters insurance in the lease before you can move in, so a first-time renter often has no choice.
•  Teach the one habit that makes a policy work: make a HOME INVENTORY - a room-by-room list of your belongings and their value - because it proves what you owned if you ever file a claim.
	
	•  Explain why photos and receipts matter: they back up your inventory so the insurer pays the right amount fast, specifically instead of making you reconstruct your losses from memory.
•  Extension: have students start a quick inventory of their own bedroom tonight and add up the value - most are surprised how fast it climbs toward that $7,000 figure.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Often Required - and Why You Inventory Your Stuff classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Often Required - and Why You Inventory Your Stuff in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Often Required - and Why You Inventory Your Stuff



	SLIDE 12
	Choosing Your Coverage - The Process


On-slide summary: Choosing Your Coverage - The Process; Step 1 - Inventory your belongings; Add up your PERSONAL PROPERTY so you know how much coverage you need to replace everything you own
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students the four-step process for choosing coverage: inventory your belongings, choose replacement cost value, pick a deductible you can afford, and know what a claim pays.
•  Stress step 2 as the most valuable choice: pick REPLACEMENT COST VALUE over actual cash value, because it pays enough to buy your stuff new instead of the depreciated value.
	
	•  Tie step 4 to the labeled model: RCV CLAIM PAYS = replacement cost - deductible, while ACV pays the depreciated value minus your deductible - specifically far less.
•  Extension: have students run the $1,200 laptop through the process both ways ($950 under RCV, $350 under ACV) so the choice between the two settings feels concrete.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Choosing Your Coverage - The Process classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Choosing Your Coverage - The Process in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Choosing Your Coverage - The Process



	SLIDE 13
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; RENTERS INSURANCE covers your belongings and liability, not the building; HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE adds DWELLING coverage for the structure, so it costs more
TALKING POINTS
	•  Recap the two policies, because the key difference students must keep is that RENTERS covers your belongings (not the building) while HOMEOWNERS adds DWELLING coverage for the structure you own.
•  Have the class restate the labeled model from memory: RCV CLAIM PAYS = replacement cost - deductible, and the $1,200 laptop pays $950 under RCV but only $350 under ACV - the calculation this lesson is built around.
	
	•  Discussion question: why does renters insurance NOT cover the building, and what does replacement cost value pay that actual cash value does not?
•  Extension: have students look up an actual renters insurance quote online at home and compare the premium to the $180 example - and check whether their (future) landlord would require it.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: RENTERS INSURANCE covers your belongings and liability, not the building
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