	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
REFORMATION SPREADS


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Reformation Spreads


On-slide summary: Reformation Spreads; How the Reformation splintered into national churches - with England as the case study.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the key idea: the Reformation splintered western Christianity into rival national churches.
•  Preview the case study: England, where a king led the break rather than a monk or theologian.
	
	•  Note that we analyze the Reformation and England's national church as history, not personal faith.
•  Ask students: how could the Reformation splinter an entire continent's church into national churches?



	BACKGROUND
•  Opens the lesson on how the Reformation spread beyond Germany into competing national churches, with England as the case study.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Reformation Spreads classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How could one religious movement break the unity of an entire continent's church?
•  Why might a king, rather than a monk, be the one to change a national church?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain how the Reformation spread and split into national churches.; Explain why Henry VIII broke with Rome - politically, not over doctrine.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight target 1: the Reformation spread and split Christianity into national churches.
•  Introduce target 2: Henry VIII's break with Rome was political and dynastic, not doctrinal.
	
	•  Stress target 3: the Act of Supremacy (1534) gave royal control but did not make England Protestant overnight.
•  Note target 4 reads the Act of Supremacy critically and traces England's national church.



	BACKGROUND
•  Four targets: how the Reformation split into national churches, why Henry broke with Rome, what the Act of Supremacy did and did not do, and analyzing the primary source.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target sounds hardest - the causes, the law itself, or judging the primary source?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What You Will Learn in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	The Reformation Spreads Beyond Germany


On-slide summary: The Reformation Spreads Beyond Germany; The REFORMATION began with Martin Luther's protest in Germany in 1517.; It did not stay there - the movement spread across Europe within decades.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the Reformation as the movement to reform the Church that split western Christianity.
•  Remind students it began with Luther in Germany in 1517 but did not stay there.
	
	•  Name John Calvin as one reformer who built new churches beyond the German lands.
•  Ask students: why did the Reformation spread across Europe instead of staying a local German dispute?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Reformation began with Luther in Germany in 1517 but spread across Europe within decades, splitting the once-united western Church into rival churches.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Reformation Spreads Beyond Germany classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would reforming ideas spread so far beyond the place where they started?
•  What is lost, historically, when a single united Church breaks into many?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: REFORMATION (the movement to reform the Church that split western Christianity) and EUROPE (the movement spread across Europe within decades).



	SLIDE 4
	National Churches Across Europe


On-slide summary: National Churches Across Europe; What a national church is; A NATIONAL church is organized under a state or ruler rather than under the Pope in Rome.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define a national church as one under a state or ruler rather than the Pope in Rome.
•  Map the branches: Lutheran, Reformed/Calvinist, and Anglican, alongside the Catholic Church.
	
	•  Highlight that Lutheran, Reformed, and Anglican churches answered to their own ruler, not the Pope.
•  Ask students: what changes when a church answers to a national ruler instead of the Pope?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Reformation produced national churches - under a state or ruler rather than the Pope: Lutheran, Reformed/Calvinist, and Anglican - while the Catholic Church remained strong elsewhere.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make National Churches Across Europe classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a ruler want a church under his own authority rather than the Pope's?
•  How does tying a church to a state change who holds power over religion?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: NATIONAL church (organized under a state or ruler rather than the Pope) and POPE (a national church answers to its ruler rather than to the Pope in Rome).



	SLIDE 5
	England: A Case Study in Building a National Church


On-slide summary: England: A Case Study in Building a National Church; Key Concept: England is a CASE STUDY for how a ruler nationalized a church - its break was primarily POLITICAL and DYNASTIC.; Why study England
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that England shows how a ruler, not a theologian, could nationalize a church.
•  Draw the key contrast: Luther's protest was doctrinal; England's break was political and dynastic.
	
	•  Preview that the king's marriage and his need for a male heir drove the break.
•  Ask students: why does it matter that Henry's break began as a political problem, not a doctrinal one?



	BACKGROUND
•  England is the case study for how a ruler nationalized a church; its break was led by the king and was primarily political and dynastic, not doctrinal like Luther's.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make England: A Case Study in Building a National Church classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is a king-led break different from a monk-led protest over doctrine?
•  How can a personal, political problem end up reshaping a whole national church?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CASE STUDY (England is a case study for how a ruler nationalized a church) and DYNASTIC (the break was primarily political and dynastic, not a doctrinal protest).



	SLIDE 6
	Who Was Henry VIII?


On-slide summary: Who Was Henry VIII?; Henry VIII; The king of England (1491-1547), who ruled from 1509 and later broke the English church from Rome.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Introduce Henry VIII as king of England from 1509, who lived 1491-1547.
•  Stress he began as a devout Catholic, not an early Protestant reformer.
	
	•  Highlight the 1521 title 'Defender of the Faith,' awarded for a book against Luther.
•  Ask students: how does Henry's Catholic, anti-Luther start reshape why we think he broke with Rome?



	BACKGROUND
•  Henry VIII (1491-1547) became king in 1509 and began as a devout Catholic; in 1521 the Pope named him 'Defender of the Faith' for a book against Luther - he was no early Protestant.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Who Was Henry VIII? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it surprising that the king who broke with Rome once defended the Pope?
•  How does the 'Defender of the Faith' title complicate the story of England's break?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: HENRY VIII (the king of England, 1491-1547) and FAITH (the Pope named Henry 'Defender of the Faith' in 1521 for writing against Luther).



	SLIDE 7
	A Portrait of Henry VIII


On-slide summary: A Portrait of Henry VIII; Portrait of King Henry VIII by Hans Holbein the Younger (c. 1537).; The king of England
TALKING POINTS
	•  Put a face to Henry VIII: this portrait is attributed to the court painter Hans Holbein the Younger.
•  Highlight that it was painted around 1537, during Henry's own lifetime.
	
	•  Highlight that the portrait shows Henry VIII, king of England, dressed to display wealth and power.
•  Remind students it is a painting, not a photograph, because Henry lived in the 1500s.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Portrait of Henry VIII classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Portrait of Henry VIII in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: A Portrait of Henry VIII



	SLIDE 8
	The King's 'Great Matter'


On-slide summary: The King's 'Great Matter'; Henry's first marriage; Henry was married to CATHERINE OF ARAGON, but they had no surviving son to inherit the throne.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that Henry, married to Catherine of Aragon, had no surviving son to inherit.
•  Introduce Anne Boleyn as the woman Henry wished to marry for a male heir.
	
	•  Define an annulment as an official declaration that a marriage was never valid.
•  Ask students: why is it important that the 'great matter' was a dynastic problem, not a doctrinal one?



	BACKGROUND
•  Henry, married to Catherine of Aragon with no surviving son, wanted to marry Anne Boleyn and sought an annulment - a declaration that his first marriage was never valid; this was dynastic, not doctrinal.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The King's 'Great Matter' classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would the lack of a male heir feel like a crisis for a king?
•  How is an annulment different from a divorce, and why does that distinction matter here?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CATHERINE (of Aragon, Henry's first wife) and ANNE (Boleyn, whom Henry wished to marry); ANNULMENT (a declaration a marriage was never valid) and HEIR (Henry wanted a male heir).



	SLIDE 9
	The Pope Refuses


On-slide summary: The Pope Refuses; Henry asked POPE CLEMENT VII to annul his marriage to Catherine.; The Pope REFUSED to grant the annulment.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain Henry asked Pope Clement VII to annul his marriage, and the Pope refused.
•  Show the political trap: Catherine's nephew, Emperor Charles V, controlled Rome.
	
	•  Connect the refusal to Henry's decision to take control of the English church himself.
•  Ask students: how did European power politics shape a decision that looks purely religious?



	BACKGROUND
•  Pope Clement VII refused Henry's annulment, partly because Catherine's nephew Emperor Charles V controlled Rome; the refusal pushed Henry toward breaking with Rome himself.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Pope Refuses classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How did European politics, not just doctrine, shape the Pope's refusal?
•  Why would the Pope fear angering Emperor Charles V more than King Henry?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CLEMENT (Pope Clement VII refused the annulment) and ROME (the refusal pushed Henry to break with Rome).



	SLIDE 10
	The Act of Supremacy (1534)


On-slide summary: The Act of Supremacy (1534); In 1534 the English Parliament passed the ACT OF SUPREMACY.; It declared the king 'the only supreme head in earth of the Church of England.'
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that in 1534 Parliament passed the Act of Supremacy.
•  Read the signature phrase: the king as 'the only supreme head in earth of the Church of England.'
	
	•  Show it created the Church of England, independent of the Pope, under the title Supreme Head.
•  Ask students: why does breaking with Rome through Parliament, not a Church council, matter historically?



	BACKGROUND
•  The 1534 Act of Supremacy declared the king 'the only supreme head in earth of the Church of England,' giving Henry the title Supreme Head and creating the Church of England independent of the Pope.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Act of Supremacy (1534) classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does it matter that the break came through an act of Parliament, not a Church council?
•  What changes when the king, not the Pope, is the highest authority over a church?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: ACT OF SUPREMACY (the 1534 statute) and SUPREME HEAD (the king as supreme head of the church); CHURCH OF ENGLAND (national church independent of the Pope) and POPE (royal authority replaced the Pope's).



	SLIDE 11
	What the Act Did - and Did NOT Do


On-slide summary: What the Act Did - and Did NOT Do; Key Concept: The Act made the church INDEPENDENT of the Pope under royal authority - but it did NOT make England Protestant overnight.; What the Act DID
TALKING POINTS
	•  Separate authority from doctrine: the Act changed who ran the church, not what it believed.
•  Explain the Act made the church independent of the Pope - a national church under the crown.
	
	•  Correct the myth: England did NOT become Protestant in doctrine in 1534; Henry stayed largely Catholic.
•  Ask students: why is it a misconception to say 'the Act of Supremacy made England Protestant overnight'?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Act made the English church independent of the Pope under royal authority, but did NOT change doctrine; Henry kept largely Catholic teaching and worship - 'England became Protestant in 1534' is a myth.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What the Act Did - and Did NOT Do classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the difference between changing who runs a church and changing what it believes?
•  Why is 'England became Protestant overnight in 1534' a misleading way to describe the break?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: DOCTRINE (the Act did not instantly change the church's doctrine or beliefs) and CATHOLIC (Henry kept largely Catholic teaching and worship after the break).



	SLIDE 12
	England After Henry: Protestant Doctrine Comes Later


On-slide summary: England After Henry: Protestant Doctrine Comes Later; England's Protestant DOCTRINE developed AFTER Henry VIII's break, not in 1534.; Under Henry's young son EDWARD VI, the church became more Protestant.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Stress that England's Protestant doctrine developed after 1534, not from the Act itself.
•  Explain that under the young Edward VI the church became more Protestant in belief.
	
	•  Show that Elizabeth I's settlement gave the Church of England its lasting Anglican identity.
•  Ask students: how does the timeline under Edward and Elizabeth correct the '1534 made England Protestant' myth?



	BACKGROUND
•  England's Protestant doctrine developed after 1534 - under Edward VI and then Elizabeth I, whose settlement gave the Church of England its lasting Anglican identity.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make England After Henry: Protestant Doctrine Comes Later classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it more accurate to describe England's move to Protestantism as gradual?
•  How does knowing about Edward VI and Elizabeth I correct the '1534 = Protestant' shorthand?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: EDWARD (under Henry's son Edward VI the church became more Protestant) and ELIZABETH (under Queen Elizabeth I a lasting Protestant settlement took shape).



	SLIDE 13
	The Reformation's Fragmentation


On-slide summary: The Reformation's Fragmentation; By the mid-1500s, western Christianity was permanently SPLIT.; Multiple churches now existed: Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, and Catholic.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Show that by the mid-1500s western Christianity was permanently split into rival churches.
•  List the branches: Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, and the Roman Catholic Church.
	
	•  Stress that many churches were now tied to a particular ruler or state.
•  Ask students: what are the consequences of religion becoming tied to states and rulers across Europe?



	BACKGROUND
•  By the mid-1500s the Reformation had permanently split western Christianity into rival churches - Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, Catholic - many tied to a ruler or state; England was one example.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Reformation's Fragmentation classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What are the risks when religion and political power become tightly linked?
•  Why does it help to see England as one case within a continent-wide fragmentation?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SPLIT (western Christianity was permanently split into rival churches) and STATE (many churches were tied to a particular ruler or state).



	SLIDE 14
	Rebel or Politician? An Honest View


On-slide summary: Rebel or Politician? An Honest View; Key Concept: Henry's break was primarily POLITICAL, not doctrinal; historians weigh the causes, the ACT of Supremacy, and the consequences.; Henry's real motives
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain Henry's break was primarily political and dynastic, not a doctrinal protest like Luther's.
•  Model the historian's stance: weigh causes, the Act of Supremacy, and consequences.
	
	•  Name the two myths to avoid: Henry acted from Protestant conviction, and England turned Protestant overnight.
•  Ask students: is 'rebel' or 'politician' the more accurate label for Henry's break, and why?



	BACKGROUND
•  Henry's break was primarily political and dynastic, not a doctrinal protest like Luther's; historians weigh causes, the Act of Supremacy, and consequences, and avoid the 'Protestant overnight' myth.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Rebel or Politician? An Honest View classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is 'Henry broke with Rome over doctrine' an inaccurate summary?
•  How does analyzing causes, the act, and consequences keep us honest about Henry?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: POLITICAL (Henry's break was primarily political and dynastic, not doctrinal) and ACT (historians weigh the causes, the act, and the consequences).



	SLIDE 15
	How Do We Know? Reading the Act Critically


On-slide summary: How Do We Know? Reading the Act Critically; Our primary source is an excerpt of the ACT OF SUPREMACY of 1534.; We read it from a public-domain 1896 scholarly EDITION (Gee and Hardy).
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the source is an excerpt of the 1534 Act of Supremacy.
•  Highlight the public-domain 1896 Gee and Hardy edition, PD by age.
	
	•  Distinguish a legal statute from a report of public opinion: it shows what the law declared.
•  Ask students: what does the Act reliably prove, and what must a historian look elsewhere to learn?



	BACKGROUND
•  The primary source is an excerpt of the 1534 Act of Supremacy from the public-domain 1896 Gee and Hardy edition; it is a legal statute, strong evidence of what the law declared, not of how people felt.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make How Do We Know? Reading the Act Critically classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What can a legal statute reliably tell us, and what can it not tell us?
•  Why is the 1896 edition we read from in the public domain?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: EDITION (a public-domain 1896 edition by Gee and Hardy) and STATUTE (the Act is a legal statute showing what the law declared).



	SLIDE 16
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; The REFORMATION split western Christianity into competing NATIONAL churches.; England is the case study: HENRY VIII broke the church from Rome.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Recap the key arc: the Reformation split western Christianity into national churches, with England as the case study.
•  Stress the difference: the Act of Supremacy made a national church but did not make England Protestant overnight.
	
	•  Ask students: why was England's break under Henry VIII different from Luther's doctrinal protest?
•  Extend the story beyond the Act: Protestant doctrine developed later under Edward VI and Elizabeth I.



	BACKGROUND
•  Six takeaways: the Reformation and national churches, England as case study, Henry's political break and the refused annulment, the Act of Supremacy, the 'not Protestant overnight' anchor, and reading the Act critically.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway best explains why England's break was different from Luther's protest?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Synthesis slide - review section only.
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