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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain how the Reformation spread beyond Germany and split western Christianity into competing national churches - Lutheran, Reformed/Calvinist, and Anglican - alongside the Catholic Church that remained.
2. Explain, using England as a case study, why Henry VIII broke with Rome: his demand for an annulment of his marriage to Catherine of Aragon so he could marry Anne Boleyn, and Pope Clement VII's refusal - a break that was primarily political and dynastic, not a doctrinal protest like Luther's.
3. Explain what the Act of Supremacy (1534) did - it made the king 'the only supreme head in earth of the Church of England,' placing the church under royal rather than papal authority - and, honestly, what it did NOT do: it did not instantly make England doctrinally Protestant.
4. Analyze a primary source - an adapted excerpt of the Act of Supremacy - reading it critically as a legal statute, and explain how England's break created a national church under the crown, with Protestant doctrine developing later under Edward VI and Elizabeth I.

SECTION 1
The Reformation Spreads Beyond Germany
A Movement That Did Not Stay in Germany
The                was the 16th-century movement to reform the Church that began with Luther in Germany and split western Christianity into competing national churches.
The Reformation did not stay in Germany; within a few decades it spread across               , as reformers like John Calvin built new churches.
 
SECTION 2
National Churches Across Europe
Religion Tied to States and Rulers
A                church is organized under the authority of a particular state or ruler rather than under the Pope in Rome.
A national church answers to its own state or ruler rather than to the                in Rome.
 
SECTION 3
England: A Case Study
Why We Study England
England is a useful case                for how a ruler could nationalize a church.
England's break with Rome was led by its king and was primarily political and               , not a doctrinal protest like Luther's.
 
SECTION 4
Who Was Henry VIII?
A Catholic King, at First
               VIII (1491-1547) became king of England in 1509 and later broke the English church from Rome.
Early in his reign Henry was a devout Catholic; in 1521 the Pope named him 'Defender of the               ' for writing a book against Martin Luther.
 
SECTION 5
The King's 'Great Matter'
The King's Marriage
Henry VIII's first wife was                of Aragon, whose marriage he wanted annulled so that he could marry Anne Boleyn.
Henry wished to marry                Boleyn, hoping for a male heir.
Seeking an Annulment
Henry sought an                - an official declaration that his marriage was never valid - so that he could remarry.
Henry was desperate for a male                to secure the Tudor line.
 
SECTION 6
The Pope Refuses
A Politically Trapped Pope
Pope                VII refused to annul Henry's marriage to Catherine of Aragon.
Catherine's nephew, Emperor Charles V, controlled Rome, so the Pope's refusal pushed Henry to break with                entirely.
 
SECTION 7
The Act of Supremacy (1534)
The Statute
In 1534 the English Parliament passed the               , the statute declaring the king 'the only supreme head in earth of the Church of England,' independent of the Pope.
The Act gave Henry the title of                over the Church of England, replacing the Pope's authority.
A New National Church
The Act created the               , England's national church, now independent of the Pope and under the authority of the crown.
From now on, royal authority replaced the               's authority over the English church.
 
SECTION 8
What the Act Did - and Did NOT Do
Authority, Not Doctrine
The Act made the church independent of the Pope, but it did not instantly change the church's                or beliefs.
Henry kept largely                teaching and worship even after the break, so 'England became Protestant in 1534' is a myth.
 
SECTION 9
England After Henry
Protestant Doctrine Comes Later
England's Protestant doctrine developed later: under Henry's young son                VI, the church became more Protestant.
Under Queen                I, a lasting Protestant settlement gave the Church of England its enduring Anglican identity.
 
SECTION 10
The Reformation's Fragmentation
A Permanently Divided Christianity
By the mid-1500s, the Reformation had permanently                western Christianity into rival churches - Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, and Catholic.
Many of these churches were tied to a particular ruler or               , linking religion and political power.
 
SECTION 11
Rebel or Politician? An Honest View
Analyzing It as History
Henry's break was primarily                and dynastic - about a marriage, an heir, and royal control - not a doctrinal protest like Luther's.
Historians analyze it as history: they weigh the causes, the                itself (the Act of Supremacy), and the consequences.
 
SECTION 12
How Do We Know? Reading the Act Critically
Reading a Legal Statute
We read the Act of Supremacy from a public-domain 1896 scholarly                by Gee and Hardy.
The Act is a legal                - it shows what the law declared, not how ordinary people felt about the change.
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