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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain what the Old Kingdom was and why the Egyptians saw the pharaoh as a divine god-king
2. Describe how and why the Egyptians built the pyramids as tombs to secure the pharaoh's afterlife, using the Great Pyramid of Giza (Khufu) as the key example
3. Analyze how the Nile's food surplus and a strong central government made pyramid-building possible, and weigh a primary source (Herodotus) against modern archaeology

SECTION 1
Old Kingdom Egypt and the Gift of the Nile
A United Kingdom Fed by the River
Old Kingdom was the early period of ancient Egyptian history, about 2686 to 2181 BCE, when the great pyramids were built.
Nile River flooded every year and left rich soil, producing the food surplus that fed Egypt and its pyramid workers.
 
SECTION 2
The Pharaoh: Egypt's God-King
A Living God on the Throne
Pharaoh was the god-king of ancient Egypt, believed to be a living god who owned all the land and ruled with absolute power.
Absolute power is what the pharaoh ruled with - he owned all the land, commanded the army, made the laws, and directed the labor of the whole kingdom.
 
SECTION 3
The Pyramid: A Tomb for a God-King
A House of Eternity
Pyramid was a massive stone tomb built to protect a pharaoh's body and treasures and secure his journey to the afterlife.
Tomb is what a pyramid really was - a burial place for a dead pharaoh, not a palace where he lived.
 
SECTION 4
Khufu and the Great Pyramid of Giza
The Largest Pyramid Ever Built
Great Pyramid of Giza is the name of the enormous tomb built for the pharaoh Khufu, the largest pyramid ever built.
Khufu was the Old Kingdom pharaoh, called Cheops by the Greeks, who built the Great Pyramid of Giza.
 
SECTION 5
Building the Great Pyramid: Labor and Engineering
Muscle, Sledges, and Ramps
Ramps were the long earth-and-brick roads workers built to haul the heavy stone blocks up to each new level of the pyramid.
Sledges were the wooden sleds that teams of workers used to drag the two-ton stone blocks across the sand.
 
SECTION 6
Who Really Built the Pyramids? Workers, Not Slaves
What the Evidence at Giza Shows
Workers, not slaves, built the pyramids: skilled, paid, and conscripted seasonal laborers, many of them farmers serving during the Nile flood.
Conscripted farmers, who owed the pharaoh a period of service during the Nile flood, made up much of the pyramid workforce.
 
SECTION 7
Securing Eternity: The Afterlife and Mummification
Preserving the God-King Forever
Afterlife was the eternal life the Egyptians believed a pharaoh would enjoy after death if his body and tomb were protected.
Mummification was the process of preserving a dead pharaoh's body by drying and wrapping it so his spirit could live on in the afterlife.
 
SECTION 8
The Nile's Surplus and a Strong State
Extra Food and a Free Labor Season
Surplus is the extra food beyond what farmers needed, which freed thousands of workers to help build the pyramids.
Flood season on the Nile put the fields underwater and freed farmers to work on the pyramids for several months each year.
 
SECTION 9
Running the Kingdom: The Vizier and Government
The Officials Who Ran Egypt
Vizier was the pharaoh's chief official, who ran the government, collected taxes, and organized the labor for building projects.
Scribes kept written records of grain, taxes, and workers for the pharaoh's government.
 
SECTION 10
What the Pyramids Reveal
Religion, Government, and Economy in One Tomb
Religion was the reason the pyramids were built at all, since a pyramid was a tomb to secure a god-king's afterlife.
Surplus from the Nile's yearly flood fed the thousands of seasonal builders, so farming wealth made the pyramid labor possible.
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