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SECTION 3
Allies of Convenience
Why They Fought on the Same Side
The U.S., Britain, and the Soviet Union all fought Nazi Germany together as allies.
The United States was a capitalist democracy; the Soviet Union was a communist dictatorship under Joseph Stalin.
Once Germany fell in 1945, the common enemy that held the alliance together was gone.
 
SECTION 4
Yalta, February 1945: Promises Made
What the Big Three Agreed To
In February 1945, Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin met at Yalta in Soviet Crimea.
Stalin promised free elections in the countries the Red Army had liberated.
The three leaders also agreed to create the United Nations, a new world organization.
 
SECTION 5
Potsdam, July 1945: Promises Broken
Five Months Later, a Different Table
At Potsdam in July 1945, Truman took Roosevelt's place at the table.
Soviet troops already occupied most of Eastern Europe by the time the conference met.
Stalin refused to allow genuinely free elections in Poland, breaking the Yalta promise.
 
SECTION 6
Words to Know: From Alliance to Rivalry
Four Words for the Breakdown
Cold War - The postwar rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union, fought through aid, alliances, and proxy wars
Iron Curtain - The dividing line between Soviet-controlled Eastern Europe and the democratic West, named by Churchill in 1946
Containment - The U.S. strategy of stopping communism from spreading beyond where it already existed, rather than rolling it back
Satellite State - An Eastern European country that kept its own name and borders but whose government answered to Moscow
 
SECTION 7
The Iron Curtain Falls Across Eastern Europe
How the Bloc Was Built
Poland, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, and Albania fell under Soviet control.
Each satellite kept its own name and flag, but answered to Moscow instead of its own voters.
Czechoslovakia was the last country to fall, in a coup in February 1948.
 
SECTION 8
Greece and Turkey in Crisis, 1947
Two Countries, One British Withdrawal
Greece was fighting a civil war between its government and communist-led rebels.
The Soviet Union pressured Turkey for a share of control over the straits.
Britain was broke, and told Washington it could no longer pay for either country.
 
SECTION 9
The Truman Doctrine, March 12, 1947
A Request That Became a Rule
On March 12, 1947, Truman went before a joint session of Congress to ask for aid.
He said the U.S. must support free peoples resisting attempted subjugation.
He framed the world as a choice between two ways of life, one free and one not.
 
SECTION 11
Words to Know: The American Response
Three Words for the American Answer
Truman Doctrine - Truman's March 12, 1947 pledge that the United States would support free peoples resisting attempted subjugation
Marshall Plan - The U.S. aid program, announced in June 1947, that rebuilt Western Europe's economies so communism would not take hold
Berlin Blockade - The Soviet cutoff of every road, rail, and canal route into West Berlin, meant to force the Western powers out
 
SECTION 12
Containment: The Strategy Behind the Doctrine
Where It Came From and What It Meant
Diplomat George Kennan warned Washington in 1946 that Soviet expansion could be blocked.
Containment meant stopping communism spreading past where it already exists, not rolling it back.
Containment used aid and alliances before using armies, so it was a patient strategy.
 
SECTION 13
The Marshall Plan, 1948-1952
Aid as a Cold War Tool
Secretary of State George Marshall announced the plan in June 1947.
About $13.3 billion in U.S. aid went to Western Europe under the plan.
The aid reached 16 countries in Western Europe.
Stalin forced the Eastern bloc to refuse the aid it was offered.
The plan was announced in June 1947, but the aid itself ran from 1948 to 1952 across Western Europe.
 
SECTION 14
Germany Splits, Berlin Is Trapped
An Island Inside the Soviet Zone
Berlin sat deep inside the Soviet zone but was split four ways too.
In 1948 the Western powers merged their zones and issued a new currency for all of them.
Stalin cut off every road, rail, and canal route into West Berlin.
 
SECTION 15
The Berlin Airlift
Holding the City From the Air
Aircrews flew 277,569 flights into the blockaded city, delivering about 2.3 million tons of cargo.
Cargo planes carried food, coal, and medicine around the clock.
The blockade of West Berlin ran from June 24, 1948 to May 12, 1949, when it ended.
 
SECTION 16
Words to Know: Two Armed Camps
Three Words for the Divided Continent
Berlin Airlift - The Western operation that supplied West Berlin entirely by air rather than abandon the city or fight through
NATO - The North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the 1949 alliance in which an attack on one member is an attack on all
Warsaw Pact - The 1955 alliance of the Soviet Union and its satellite states, formed after West Germany joined NATO
 
SECTION 17
NATO and the Warsaw Pact
Two Alliances, Six Years Apart
Twelve Western nations founded NATO in 1949, pledging mutual defense.
It was the first peacetime military alliance the United States had ever joined.
The Warsaw Pact followed in 1955, after West Germany was admitted to NATO.
 
SECTION 18
Two Blocs, One Divided Europe
Reading Across the Rows
The Western bloc's aid program was the Marshall Plan of 1948, the year its aid began flowing.
The Soviet answer to the Marshall Plan was Comecon, founded in 1949 as the bloc's own aid program.
The Western bloc's military alliance was NATO; the Soviet bloc's was the Warsaw Pact of 1955.
The Western bloc ran on capitalism and private business; the Soviet bloc ran on state-run communism.
 
SECTION 19
Why the Alliance Broke
Two Readings of the Same Events
The Soviets wanted a buffer zone after two invasions from the west.
Americans saw that buffer zone as the conquest of free nations.
The fight moved to aid, alliances, propaganda, and proxy conflicts instead of battle.
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