	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
MONSTERS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Monsters of the Mediterranean


On-slide summary: Monsters of the Mediterranean; Sirens, Scylla, and Charybdis - what the Odyssey's monsters reveal about the real fears of ancient Greek sailors.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the driving question: what did ancient Greek sailors really fear at sea, and how did Greek storytellers turn those fears into monsters?
•  Set the honesty anchor up front: the Sirens, Scylla, and Charybdis are mythological - not real creatures the lesson claims existed.
	
	•  Preview the second thread: the lesson also asks whether the Odyssey's monsters can be pinned to a real map - flag now that it is a debate about the Odyssey, not settled fact.
•  Discussion hook: ask students what a sailor 2,800 years ago, with no engine and no map, would have been most afraid of on the open sea.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Monsters of the Mediterranean classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Monsters of the Mediterranean in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Monsters of the Mediterranean



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; The monsters of Book XII: Sirens, Scylla, Charybdis, and Circe's warning; What the monsters REVEAL: the real fears of ancient Greek sailors
TALKING POINTS
	•  The three targets preview the arc: meet the monsters, read what they reveal, and weigh the route-mapping debate.
•  Stress target 2's core move: the monsters are a window into real sailor fears - a rocky strait, a whirlpool, the lure to give up.
	
	•  Flag the honesty in target 3: mapping the route is speculative and debated; the Odyssey is myth and literature, not a record of events.
•  Discussion question: why might a made-up monster be a better way to teach a fear than a plain warning like 'watch out for whirlpools'?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Learning Targets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: The monsters of Book XII: Sirens, Scylla, Charybdis, and Circe's warning



	SLIDE 3
	Circe's Warning: The Road Ahead


On-slide summary: Circe's Warning: The Road Ahead; Key Concept: The enchantress CIRCE warns Odysseus how to survive the monsters ahead so he can continue his NOSTOS - the long struggle home to Ithaca.; Who Is Circe?
TALKING POINTS
	•  Introduce CIRCE from the callout: the enchantress who warns Odysseus how to survive the Sirens, Scylla, and Charybdis.
•  Stress that her warning is knowledge - it is what lets Odysseus plan a survival strategy before he ever reaches the danger.
	
	•  Reconnect to NOSTOS, the homecoming: every monster in Book XII is an obstacle between Odysseus and home on Ithaca.
•  Discussion question: how much does knowing a danger in advance change your chances of surviving it? Connect to Circe's warning.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Circe's Warning: The Road Ahead classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Circe's Warning: The Road Ahead in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Circe's Warning: The Road Ahead



	SLIDE 4
	The Sirens: The Deadly Song


On-slide summary: The Sirens: The Deadly Song; The Sirens; The SIRENS are bird-women whose beautiful song lures passing sailors to steer close and die; they never reach home again.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the SIRENS from the callout: bird-women whose song lures passing sailors to steer close and die.
•  Make the revealing move: the Sirens are not a real animal - they dramatize the deadly temptation to stop and give up the voyage home.
	
	•  Point to Circe's grim detail - the heap of dead men's bones - as the myth's way of showing how many sailors the temptation kills.
•  Discussion question: what is a 'Siren song' in your own life - something tempting that could pull you off course from a hard goal?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Sirens: The Deadly Song classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Sirens: The Deadly Song in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Sirens: The Deadly Song



	SLIDE 5
	Odysseus's Plan: Wax and the Mast


On-slide summary: Odysseus's Plan: Wax and the Mast; Key Concept: Odysseus survives the Sirens by METIS (cunning) - wax in the crew's ears and binding himself to the mast - a plan, not a fight.; Surviving by Cunning
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define METIS from the callout: cunning, cleverness, and forethought - Odysseus's defining trait.
•  Walk the two-part plan: wax in the crew's ears so they hear nothing, and Odysseus lashed to the mast so he can listen but not steer to his death.
	
	•  Highlight the clever detail: he orders the crew to bind him TIGHTER if he begs to be freed - he plans for his own weakness in advance.
•  Discussion question: why is planning for your own future temptation (bind me tighter) smarter than just promising to resist it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Odysseus's Plan: Wax and the Mast classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Odysseus's Plan: Wax and the Mast in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Odysseus's Plan: Wax and the Mast



	SLIDE 6
	An Ancient Vase: Bound to the Mast


On-slide summary: An Ancient Vase: Bound to the Mast; The Siren Vase (British Museum, ca. 480-470 BCE): Odysseus bound to the mast; Odysseus bound to the mast
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students 30 seconds with the vase. Ask them to find the man tied to the mast and the bird-women flying above.
•  Connect the image to slide 5: this is metis in action - Odysseus survives the Sirens by a clever plan, bound to the mast, not by fighting.
	
	•  Note the honesty point: this is ancient Greek ART of a myth, not a photo of a real event; the Sirens have bird bodies because they are imagined creatures.
•  Discussion prompt: this vase is about 2,500 years old. What does it tell us that Greek artists were already painting Odyssey scenes onto everyday pottery?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make An Ancient Vase: Bound to the Mast classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain An Ancient Vase: Bound to the Mast in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: An Ancient Vase: Bound to the Mast



	SLIDE 7
	Scylla and Charybdis: The Twin Terrors


On-slide summary: Scylla and Charybdis: The Twin Terrors; Scylla; SCYLLA is a monster of the high rock with six long necks and heads; she snatches a sailor in each mouth from any ship that passes too close.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define SCYLLA and CHARYBDIS from the callout: a six-headed monster of the rock and a ship-swallowing whirlpool on opposite sides of a narrow strait.
•  Make the geography concrete: the two dangers sit so close together that there is no safe middle - a ship must pass near one or the other.
	
	•  Unpack Circe's grim advice: hug Scylla and lose six men, because losing six is better than losing the whole crew to Charybdis.
•  Discussion question: 'between Scylla and Charybdis' means choosing between two bad options. When have you had to pick the less-bad of two choices?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Scylla and Charybdis: The Twin Terrors classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Scylla and Charybdis: The Twin Terrors in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Scylla and Charybdis: The Twin Terrors



	SLIDE 8
	Reading the Monsters: The Real Fears of Sailors


On-slide summary: Reading the Monsters: The Real Fears of Sailors; Big Idea: The monsters are myth, but they REVEAL real sailor fears - the lure to give up (Sirens), a rocky strait (Scylla), a whirlpool (Charybdis).; Monsters as Fears in Disguise
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the central reading from the callout: the monsters are mythological, but each one dramatizes a real danger sailors faced.
•  Match each monster to its fear: Sirens = the lure to quit, Scylla = a deadly rocky strait, Charybdis = a violent whirlpool.
	
	•  Answer 'why monsters?': a monster is vivid and unforgettable in an oral culture, and fear itself can feel like a monster.
•  Discussion question: pick one modern fear and invent a monster for it. What would the monster look like, and what danger would it stand for?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Reading the Monsters: The Real Fears of Sailors classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Reading the Monsters: The Real Fears of Sailors in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Reading the Monsters: The Real Fears of Sailors



	SLIDE 9
	Mapping the Journey: A Speculative Tradition


On-slide summary: Mapping the Journey: A Speculative Tradition; An old temptation; For 2,000 years, readers have tried to pin Odysseus's route onto a real map of the Mediterranean.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Introduce the STRAIT OF MESSINA from the callout: the real strait between Italy and Sicily that many writers have linked to Scylla and Charybdis.
•  Name the tradition honestly: ancient writers (Thucydides, Strabo) and modern ones have tried to map the route - but it is speculation, not proof.
	
	•  Give the counter-argument equal weight: many scholars say the geography is deliberately fantastical and cannot be mapped at all.
•  Discussion question: why is it so tempting to want a real map for a made-up voyage? What do we gain, and what do we risk, by insisting on one?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Mapping the Journey: A Speculative Tradition classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Mapping the Journey: A Speculative Tradition in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Mapping the Journey: A Speculative Tradition



	SLIDE 10
	Myth, Not History: How to Read the Monsters


On-slide summary: Myth, Not History: How to Read the Monsters; Big Idea: The Odyssey is MYTH and oral literature, not history - the monsters are not real creatures. Read them for what they reveal.; What the Odyssey Is
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the central frame from the callout: the Odyssey is myth and oral literature, not history; the monsters are not real creatures.
•  Explain the ORAL TRADITION and HOMER honestly: stories passed down aloud over centuries, credited to 'Homer' c. 8th century BCE - not a documentary by one dated author.
	
	•  Redirect the question: instead of 'did it happen?' ask 'what does the story reveal about what Greek sailors feared and valued?'
•  Discussion question: why can a story that never happened still tell us something true about the people who told it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Myth, Not History: How to Read the Monsters classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Myth, Not History: How to Read the Monsters in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Myth, Not History: How to Read the Monsters



	SLIDE 11
	Weighing It: What We Can and Can't Say


On-slide summary: Weighing It: What We Can and Can't Say; What we CAN say; The monsters of Book XII reveal real fears of ancient Greek sailors, and Odysseus survives the Sirens by cunning (metis) - wax and the mast.
TALKING POINTS
	•  List the confident claims from the callout: the monsters reveal real sailor fears, and Odysseus survives the Sirens by metis (wax and mast).
•  Name the forbidden claims: NOT that the Sirens or Scylla or Charybdis were real, NOT that Odysseus 'really sailed' a provable route.
	
	•  The key move is the honest verdict: myth that reveals fears, plus route-mapping as a debated tradition of attempts, not fact.
•  Discussion question: which is harder to hold - that a monster is fake yet meaningful, or that a fun map theory can be interesting but still unproven?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Weighing It: What We Can and Can't Say classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Weighing It: What We Can and Can't Say in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Weighing It: What We Can and Can't Say



	SLIDE 12
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Book XII: the SIRENS, SCYLLA (six heads), and CHARYBDIS (the whirlpool); Odysseus beats the Sirens by METIS - wax in the ears, bound to the mast
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the four takeaways aloud and check the load-bearing ideas: the three monsters, metis and the wax-and-mast plan, myth-reveals-fears, and the speculative route debate.
•  Reinforce the honesty anchors: the monsters are mythological, and route-mapping is a debated tradition, not proven fact.
	
	•  Discussion question: how would you answer a friend who says 'the Odyssey proves a real six-headed monster once ate real sailors at the Strait of Messina'?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: Book XII: the SIRENS, SCYLLA (six heads), and CHARYBDIS (the whirlpool)
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