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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Identify the monsters of the Odyssey's Book XII - the Sirens, Scylla, and Charybdis - and explain how the enchantress Circe's warning shows Odysseus surviving by cunning (metis) rather than force
2. Explain what these mythological monsters REVEAL about the real dangers and fears of ancient Greek sailors: the deadly lure to abandon the voyage, a narrow rocky strait, and a violent whirlpool
3. Evaluate the long, SPECULATIVE tradition of trying to map Odysseus's route onto real Mediterranean geography, and explain why the Odyssey is myth and literature that reveals Greek fears and values - not a historical record

SECTION 1
Circe's Warning: The Road Ahead
The Warning and the Goal
               is the enchantress who warns Odysseus how to survive the Sirens, Scylla, and Charybdis - the knowledge that lets him plan ahead.
               is the Greek word for the homecoming or return; the whole Odyssey is Odysseus’s struggle to reach his home on Ithaca.
               is the island home Odysseus is struggling to reach; every monster in Book XII stands between him and it.
 
SECTION 2
The Sirens: The Deadly Song
The Song and the Fear
The                are bird-women whose beautiful song lures passing sailors to steer close and die.
               lie in a great heap around the Sirens’ green meadow - the remains, Circe warns, of the dead men their song has killed.
               is what the Sirens tempt a sailor to do - the real danger is the temptation to give up and abandon the voyage home.
 
SECTION 3
Odysseus's Plan: Wax and the Mast
Surviving by Cunning
               is cunning, cleverness, and forethought; Odysseus survives the Sirens by planning ahead, not by fighting.
               is what Odysseus plugs his crew’s ears with so that they cannot hear the Sirens’ song.
               is what Odysseus has himself bound to, so he can listen to the song but cannot steer the ship to his death.
 
SECTION 4
Scylla and Charybdis: The Twin Terrors
The Impossible Choice
               is a monster of the high rock with six long necks and heads; she snatches a sailor in each mouth from any ship that passes.
               is a whirlpool that three times a day sucks down and vomits up the sea, swallowing any ship caught over it.
               men is what Circe tells Odysseus to sacrifice to Scylla - it is better to lose that many than the whole crew to Charybdis.
 
SECTION 5
Reading the Monsters: The Real Fears of Sailors
Monsters as Fears in Disguise
               at sea are what the mythological monsters dramatize - real ones the sailors truly faced, not imaginary threats.
               is the real hazard Charybdis dramatizes - a violent, ship-swallowing funnel of water.
               is what the monster stories do - they show, or make plain, what ancient Greek sailors most feared at sea.
 
SECTION 6
Mapping the Journey: A Speculative Tradition
A Debated Tradition
               is the narrow sea passage between Italy and Sicily that many ancient and modern writers have identified with Scylla and Charybdis.
               means based on guesswork rather than proof; mapping Odysseus’s exact route is this - debated, not settled fact.
               is how other scholars describe the Odyssey’s geography - deliberately made-up and impossible to map onto real places.
 
SECTION 7
Myth, Not History: How to Read the Monsters
What the Odyssey Is
               and literature is what the Odyssey is - not a historical record; the monsters are not real creatures.
               is the name given to the oral poet (or poets) credited with the Odyssey, composed around the 8th century BCE.
               tradition is where the Odyssey came from - stories composed and passed down by spoken performance before ever being written down.
 
SECTION 8
Weighing It: What We Can and Can't Say
Confident and Honest at Once
               real sailor fears is what we CAN say the monsters do; they show what the Greeks feared out on the sea.
               creatures is what we must NOT call the Sirens, Scylla, or Charybdis - they are mythological, not living animals.
               tradition of attempts is how we should treat route-mapping - an ongoing argument among scholars, not settled fact.
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