	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
MEDICI FLORENCE AND THE RENAISSANCE


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Medici Florence and the Renaissance


On-slide summary: Medici Florence and the Renaissance; How the banking wealth and patronage of the Medici family helped turn Florence into the birthplace of the Renaissance.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight the money-to-art story at the heart of the lesson: Florence's banking wealth and Medici patronage funded the Renaissance.
•  Where does the money to fund great art come from, and why would a banking family like the Medici pay for it?
	
	•  Note that Florence is called the birthplace of the Renaissance because its banking wealth paid for the art.
•  Extension: the Medici bank was the richest in Europe and even handled the Pope's money.



	BACKGROUND
•  Opens the lesson on how Medici banking wealth and patronage helped make Florence the birthplace of the Renaissance.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Medici Florence and the Renaissance classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Where does the money to pay for great art usually come from?
•  Why might a wealthy banking family want to spend a fortune on paintings and statues?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain how Florence's Medici banking wealth funded a rebirth of art.; Define Renaissance, humanism, patronage, and how a commission funds art.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight target 2: students will define Renaissance, humanism, and patronage and see how a patron's commission funds art.
•  Which target sounds hardest - the vocabulary, telling the two Cosimos apart, or judging Cellini's boastful memoir?
	
	•  Distinguish target 3 clearly: the 1400s Medici (Cosimo the Elder, Lorenzo) versus the later Duke Cosimo I.
•  Note that target 4 practices sourcing - reading Cellini's Autobiography critically rather than trusting every word.



	BACKGROUND
•  Four targets: banking wealth into art, the Renaissance vocabulary, the two-Cosimos distinction, and sourcing Cellini's memoir.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target sounds trickiest - the vocabulary, telling the two Cosimos apart, or judging a boastful source?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What You Will Learn in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	Florence - A City of Wealth


On-slide summary: Florence - A City of Wealth; FLORENCE was a wealthy banking and trade city-state in northern ITALY.; Its merchants and bankers earned fortunes in wool, cloth, and money-lending.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight that Florence was a wealthy banking and trade city-state in Italy - wealth came before the art.
•  How did Florence grow rich enough to fund a rebirth of art, and what did its merchants trade?
	
	•  Note that Florence is called the birthplace of the Renaissance because its banking wealth funded art and learning.
•  Distinguish Florence's trade and banking wealth from noble land wealth - money-lending, wool, and cloth built the fortune.



	BACKGROUND
•  Florence was a rich banking and trade city-state; its concentrated wealth funded art - the birthplace of the Renaissance.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Florence - A City of Wealth classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How did Florence become so wealthy?
•  Why would a city need wealth before it could produce great art?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: ITALY (Florence was a city-state in northern Italy) and BIRTHPLACE (Florence is often called the birthplace of the Renaissance).



	SLIDE 4
	The Medici - Bankers of Florence


On-slide summary: The Medici - Bankers of Florence; The Medici; The MEDICI were the wealthy BANKING family who dominated Florence for generations.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the Medici for students: the wealthy banking family who dominated Florence and funded its art.
•  What made the Medici bank so powerful that it even handled the Pope's money?
	
	•  Highlight that the Medici rose through a merchant guild as commoners, not through old noble birth.
•  Note that the Medici banking fortune became the engine that funded Florentine art.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Medici banking family dominated Florence, ran Europe's richest bank, and rose through a merchant guild rather than nobility.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Medici - Bankers of Florence classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What made the Medici bank so powerful?
•  Why does it matter that the Medici rose through a guild rather than noble birth?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: BANKING (the Medici were the wealthy banking family) and GUILD (they rose through a merchant guild, an association of merchants or craftsmen that controlled a trade).



	SLIDE 5
	Cosimo de' Medici the Elder


On-slide summary: Cosimo de' Medici the Elder; Cosimo the Elder; COSIMO DE' MEDICI THE ELDER (1389-1464) was the 15th-century Medici banker and STATESMAN who made the family the true rulers of Florence.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define Cosimo the Elder (1389-1464) as the Medici banker-statesman and the family's first great art patron.
•  How could Cosimo the Elder rule Florence from behind the scenes without ever wearing a crown?
	
	•  Highlight that Cosimo the Elder spent a fortune funding artists, architects, and scholars.
•  Note that Cosimo's dates, 1389 to 1464, place him in the 1400s, which sets up the two-Cosimos distinction.



	BACKGROUND
•  Cosimo the Elder (1389-1464), a 15th-century banker-statesman, ran Florence from behind the scenes and was the first great Medici patron.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Cosimo de' Medici the Elder classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How could Cosimo rule Florence without being a king?
•  What did Cosimo the Elder spend his fortune on?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: STATESMAN (Cosimo the Elder was the Medici banker and statesman) and FORTUNE (he spent a fortune funding artists, architects, and scholars).



	SLIDE 6
	A Medici Portrait


On-slide summary: A Medici Portrait; Cosimo de' Medici the Elder, an idealized portrait by Pontormo, c. 1518.; Red robe of a Florentine elder
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students a moment to study the portrait - the older man in profile, the red robe, the branch of laurel.
•  Highlight what they see: a dignified image of Cosimo the Elder as a wise elder statesman of Florence.
•  Note that Pontormo painted this about 1518-1520, roughly fifty years after Cosimo died, so it is a posthumous idealized portrait, not a life likeness.
	
	•  Why would the ruling Medici commission a flattering portrait of a long-dead ancestor like Cosimo the Elder?
•  Extension: this portrait itself shows how art served Medici prestige - even a posthumous image honored the family's founder.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Medici Portrait classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Medici Portrait in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: A Medici Portrait



	SLIDE 7
	Lorenzo the Magnificent


On-slide summary: Lorenzo the Magnificent; LORENZO THE MAGNIFICENT (1449-1492) was the grandson of Cosimo the Elder.; He led Florence at the HEIGHT of its Renaissance golden age.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define Lorenzo the Magnificent (1449-1492) as Cosimo the Elder's grandson who led Florence at the height of its Renaissance.
•  Which artists did Lorenzo the Magnificent patronize, and how did that make Florence Italy's cultural center?
	
	•  Highlight that Lorenzo was himself a poet and a lavish patron of Botticelli and the young Michelangelo.
•  Note that both Cosimo the Elder and Lorenzo belong to the 1400s - the golden-age century.



	BACKGROUND
•  Lorenzo the Magnificent (1449-1492), grandson of Cosimo the Elder, was a poet and lavish patron who led Florence at the height of its Renaissance.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Lorenzo the Magnificent classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which famous artists did Lorenzo support?
•  Why do both Cosimo the Elder and Lorenzo belong to the same century?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: HEIGHT (Lorenzo led Florence at the height of its Renaissance) and PATRON (Lorenzo was a lavish patron of artists like Botticelli and Michelangelo).



	SLIDE 8
	What Was the Renaissance?


On-slide summary: What Was the Renaissance?; Renaissance; A 'rebirth' of art and learning in Europe (about 1350-1600) that revived the study of ancient Greece and Rome.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the Renaissance as a rebirth of art and learning that revived ancient Greece and Rome.
•  What does the word 'rebirth' point back to, and what did humanist scholars choose to study?
	
	•  Highlight that humanism studied classical texts and celebrated human potential and reason.
•  Note that humanist scholars and artists both needed a patron to pay for their work - ideas met Medici money.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Renaissance was a rebirth of classical art and learning; humanism studied classical texts and celebrated human potential.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Was the Renaissance? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does 'rebirth' mean in the word Renaissance?
•  What did humanists study, and what did they celebrate?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: REBIRTH (the Renaissance was a rebirth of art and learning) and POTENTIAL (humanism celebrated human potential, reason, and achievement).



	SLIDE 9
	Patronage - Banking Wealth Becomes Art


On-slide summary: Patronage - Banking Wealth Becomes Art; Patronage; PATRONAGE was the financial SUPPORT wealthy families gave to artists and scholars.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the chain for students: patronage is the financial support a patron gives, and a commission is the order and payment.
•  How does patronage turn a banker's fortune into a finished statue or painting?
	
	•  Distinguish a patron (the backer who pays and chooses the subject) from a commission (the formal order).
•  Highlight that the patron often chose the subject, so the money-holder shaped the art.



	BACKGROUND
•  Patronage turned banking wealth into art: a patron paid a commission for a specific work by an artist.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Patronage - Banking Wealth Becomes Art classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the difference between a patron and a commission?
•  How does patronage turn a banker's money into a statue or painting?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SUPPORT (patronage was the financial support given to artists and scholars), BACKER (a patron was the wealthy backer who paid for a work of art), and ORDER (a commission was a formal order and payment for a specific work).



	SLIDE 10
	Why Florence? Many Causes


On-slide summary: Why Florence? Many Causes; Medici PATRONAGE was a MAJOR cause of the Renaissance - but not the ONLY one.; Florence also held surviving CLASSICAL texts that scholars could study.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight that Medici patronage was a major cause of the Renaissance, but not the only one.
•  Besides Medici money, what else - classical texts, trade wealth, competition - helped the Renaissance flourish in Florence?
	
	•  Note that big changes have several causes, so a full-credit answer never says Medici money alone caused the Renaissance.
•  Extension: competition among rival city-states and families drove everyone to spend on grand public art.



	BACKGROUND
•  Medici patronage was a major but not the only cause of the Renaissance; classical texts, trade wealth, competition, and scholarship mattered too.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why Florence? Many Causes classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Besides Medici money, what else helped the Renaissance flourish in Florence?
•  Why is it risky to say one single cause explains a big change like the Renaissance?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: ONLY (Medici patronage was a major cause but not the only one) and COMPETITION (competition among city-states and families drove spending on grand art).



	SLIDE 11
	Patronage Was Not Pure Charity


On-slide summary: Patronage Was Not Pure Charity; Prestige; Funding great art brought a family PRESTIGE - it advertised their wealth, taste, and importance.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight the honesty payoff: Medici patronage was partly self-interested image-making, not pure charity.
•  What did the Medici gain from funding art besides beautiful objects - prestige, piety, or political power?
	
	•  Note that paying for churches showed piety and, because the Medici were bankers, helped ease guilt over money-lending.
•  Distinguish prestige, piety, and legitimacy as the three payoffs Medici patronage bought the family.



	BACKGROUND
•  Medici patronage was partly self-interested: it bought prestige, showed piety, and helped bankers claim political legitimacy.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Patronage Was Not Pure Charity classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What did the Medici gain from funding art besides beautiful objects?
•  How could paying for a church help a banking family?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: PRESTIGE (funding art brought a family prestige, advertising wealth and taste) and LEGITIMACY (public art helped bankers claim political legitimacy).



	SLIDE 12
	The Later Medici - Duke Cosimo I


On-slide summary: The Later Medici - Duke Cosimo I; Do NOT confuse the two Cosimos - the golden age belongs to the 1400s Medici.; Cosimo the Elder and LORENZO THE MAGNIFICENT built that 1400s golden age.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight the biggest confusion in the lesson: two Medici named Cosimo, a century apart.
•  Which Cosimo belongs to the 1400s golden age, and which Medici was the patron of Cellini?
	
	•  Distinguish Cosimo the Elder (1389-1464) and Lorenzo from the later Duke Cosimo I (r. 1537-1574).
•  Note that Cellini worked for Duke Cosimo I, not for the golden-age Medici a century earlier.



	BACKGROUND
•  Two Medici named Cosimo: Cosimo the Elder led the 1400s golden age; the later Duke Cosimo I (r. 1537-1574) was Cellini's patron in the 1500s.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Later Medici - Duke Cosimo I classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which Cosimo belongs to the Renaissance golden age of the 1400s?
•  Which Medici was the patron of the artist Cellini, and in which century?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: MAGNIFICENT (the golden age belongs to Cosimo the Elder and Lorenzo the Magnificent), GRAND (Duke Cosimo I became the first Grand Duke of Tuscany), and CENTURY (Duke Cosimo I ruled a century after Cosimo the Elder).



	SLIDE 13
	How Do We Know? Cellini's Memoir


On-slide summary: How Do We Know? Cellini's Memoir; Much of what we know comes from letters, contracts, and MEMOIRS of the time.; The sculptor Benvenuto Cellini wrote a famous AUTOBIOGRAPHY of his own life.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight that Cellini's Autobiography is vivid firsthand evidence of how artists competed for patrons.
•  Why can't a historian simply trust everything Cellini says about himself in his boastful memoir?
	
	•  Note that because the memoir is boastful, historians cross-check Cellini's claims against contracts and letters.
•  Distinguish what the memoir reliably shows about patronage from Cellini's self-praise.



	BACKGROUND
•  Cellini's Autobiography is vivid firsthand evidence of the patron-artist world, but it is boastful and self-glorifying, so historians cross-check it.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make How Do We Know? Cellini's Memoir classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What makes Cellini's memoir such useful evidence about patrons?
•  Why can't a historian simply trust everything Cellini says about himself?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: AUTOBIOGRAPHY (Cellini wrote a famous autobiography of his life), COMPETED (it shows how artists depended on and competed for patrons), and BOASTFUL (Cellini's memoir is boastful and glorifies himself, so historians cross-check it).



	SLIDE 14
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; FLORENCE was a rich banking city-state - the birthplace of the Renaissance.; The MEDICI banking family used its fortune to fund art through PATRONAGE.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight the spine: Florence's banking wealth, held by the Medici, funded the Renaissance through patronage.
•  Which takeaway best captures how Medici banking money became Renaissance art?
	
	•  Note that patronage was a major but not the only cause, and that it was partly self-interested.
•  Distinguish the golden-age Medici (Cosimo the Elder, Lorenzo) from Cellini's later patron, Duke Cosimo I.



	BACKGROUND
•  Six takeaways: Florence's wealth, Medici patronage, the 1400s golden-age Medici, multiple causes, self-interested patronage, and reading Cellini critically.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway best captures how banking wealth became Renaissance art?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Synthesis slide - review section only.
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