	WORLD HISTORY
MEDICI FLORENCE AND THE RENAISSANCE
 ANSWER KEY   GUIDED NOTES - TEACHER KEY



LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain how Florence's banking and trade wealth - concentrated in the Medici family - gave the city the means to fund a rebirth of art and learning.
2. Define the Renaissance, humanism, and patronage, and explain how a wealthy patron used a commission to turn banking wealth into art.
3. Distinguish the 15th-century Medici of the Renaissance golden age (Cosimo de' Medici the Elder and Lorenzo the Magnificent) from the later Duke Cosimo I (r. 1537-1574), the patron of the artist Benvenuto Cellini.
4. Analyze a primary source - an excerpt from The Autobiography of Benvenuto Cellini - and explain that it is vivid but boastful firsthand evidence of the patron-artist world, not a neutral record, and that patronage had multiple motives and was one of several causes of the Renaissance.

SECTION 1
Florence - A City of Wealth
A Rich Banking City-State
FLORENCE was a wealthy banking and trade city-state in northern Italy, grown rich on wool, cloth, and money-lending.
Because its concentrated wealth funded a rebirth of art and learning, Florence is often called the birthplace of the Renaissance.
 
SECTION 2
The Medici - Bankers of Florence
Florence's Leading Family
The MEDICI were the wealthy banking family who dominated Florence and used their fortune to fund art and learning.
The Medici rose to power through a merchant guild - an association of merchants or craftsmen that controlled a trade - not through old noble birth.
 
SECTION 3
Cosimo de' Medici the Elder
The First Great Medici Patron
COSIMO DE’ MEDICI THE ELDER (1389-1464) was the 15th-century Medici banker and statesman who made the family the true rulers of Florence.
Cosimo the Elder was the family’s first great art patron, spending a fortune to fund artists, architects, and scholars.
 
SECTION 4
Lorenzo the Magnificent
The Golden Age of the 1400s
LORENZO THE MAGNIFICENT (1449-1492), grandson of Cosimo the Elder, led Florence at the height of its Renaissance golden age.
Lorenzo was himself a poet and a lavish patron of artists like Botticelli and the young Michelangelo.
 
SECTION 5
What Was the Renaissance?
Rebirth and Humanism
The RENAISSANCE was a rebirth of art and learning that revived the study of ancient Greece and Rome.
HUMANISM was the Renaissance movement that studied classical texts and celebrated human potential, reason, and achievement.
 
SECTION 6
Patronage - Banking Wealth Becomes Art
How Wealth Turned Into Art
PATRONAGE was the financial support that wealthy families gave to artists and scholars.
A PATRON was the wealthy backer who paid for a work of art and often chose its subject.
A COMMISSION was a formal order and payment for a specific work like a statue, a painting, or a building.
 
SECTION 7
Why Florence? Many Causes
A Change With Several Causes
Medici patronage was a MAJOR cause of the Renaissance, but it was not the only one.
Other causes mattered too: surviving classical texts, trade wealth, competition among city-states, and humanist scholarship.
 
SECTION 8
Patronage Was Not Pure Charity
The Self-Interest Behind the Art
Medici patronage was partly self-interested: funding art brought a family prestige, advertising its wealth and taste.
Splendid public art also helped bankers claim political legitimacy and win the people’s loyalty.
 
SECTION 9
The Later Medici - Duke Cosimo I
Do Not Confuse the Two Cosimos
The golden age belongs to the 1400s Medici - Cosimo the Elder and Lorenzo the Magnificent.
A later Medici, Duke Cosimo I (ruled 1537-1574), became the first Grand Duke of Tuscany in the 1500s.
The artist Benvenuto Cellini worked for Duke Cosimo I; Cosimo the Elder and Lorenzo lived a century earlier.
 
SECTION 10
How Do We Know? Cellini's Memoir
Reading a Boastful Source
Benvenuto Cellini wrote a famous autobiography - the story of his own life - describing his work for wealthy patrons.
His memoir is vivid firsthand evidence of how artists depended on and competed for patrons.
Because Cellini’s account is boastful and glorifies himself, historians cross-check it against contracts and letters.
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