	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
MANSA MUSA'S PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Mansa Musa's Pilgrimage to Mecca


On-slide summary: Mansa Musa's Pilgrimage to Mecca; How a king's 1324 journey to Mecca broadcast the gold of Mali to the whole world.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight that Mansa Musa's 1324 journey to Mecca is famous because it broadcast the gold of Mali across the world.
•  Note that the key to the whole story is gold: Mansa Musa was king of Mali, one of history's richest empires.
	
	•  Ask: how could a single religious journey to Mecca make an empire famous across the whole world?
•  Tie this to the payoff students reach later: by 1375 European mapmakers drew Mansa Musa holding gold.



	BACKGROUND
•  Frame the day: Mansa Musa, ruler of Mali, made the 1324 Hajj to Mecca with a gold-laden caravan; his spending in Cairo broadcast Mali's wealth to the world. Study it as a real African empire's achievement in a respectful, academic tone.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Mansa Musa's Pilgrimage to Mecca classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How could a single religious journey make an empire famous across the whole world?
•  Why might spending huge amounts of gold in one city actually change the price of gold there?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain who Mansa Musa was and how Mali grew rich on gold and trade.; Describe the 1324 Hajj and the caravan to Cairo - and judge the numbers.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk each target and note that Mali grew rich because it controlled gold and the trans-Saharan trade.
•  Highlight that target three, where gold causes inflation in Cairo, is the memorable hook of the lesson.
	
	•  Ask: which mattered more for history - the gold Mansa Musa carried, or the news of it that spread?
•  Tie this to the activity: students will analyze al-Umari's account and how the Hajj put Mali on the map.



	BACKGROUND
•  Preview the four goals; stress that target three (gold causing inflation in Cairo) is the memorable hook and target four anchors the activity's primary source and the Catalan Atlas payoff.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which mattered more for history - the gold Mansa Musa carried, or the news of it that spread?
•  Why might a historian writing twelve years later still be one of our best sources?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	The Empire of Mali


On-slide summary: The Empire of Mali; Key Concept: MALI rose after Ghana in the western Sahel and grew rich on gold and trade; TIMBUKTU flourished under Mali, not Ghana.; Richer than Ghana
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight that the empire of Mali rose after Ghana in the western Sahel because it controlled gold and the trade routes.
•  Note that Timbuktu grew famous under Mali for trade and Islamic learning, the key point students must keep straight.
	
	•  Ask: why is it a mistake to connect Timbuktu's golden age with the empire of Ghana?
•  Distinguish the empires clearly: Ghana came first, then Mali, then Songhai.



	BACKGROUND
•  Locate Mali: it rose after Ghana in the western Sahel and grew even richer on gold and the trans-Saharan trade; Timbuktu flourished under Mali (and later Songhai), not under Ghana.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Empire of Mali classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How was the empire of Mali connected to the earlier empire of Ghana?
•  Why is it a mistake to connect Timbuktu's golden age with the empire of Ghana?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: MALI (the empire that rose after Ghana) and TIMBUKTU (the city of trade and learning that flourished under Mali).



	SLIDE 4
	Mansa Musa, King of Mali


On-slide summary: Mansa Musa, King of Mali; Key Concept: MANSA MUSA, ruler of Mali, was a devout MUSLIM and, through his control of gold, one of the richest people in history.; One of history's richest
TALKING POINTS
	•  Note that 'mansa' means king, so Mansa Musa ruled Mali from about 1312 at its height.
•  Highlight that his control of gold made Mansa Musa one of the richest people in history.
	
	•  Ask: how did Mansa Musa's Muslim faith shape both his rule and his famous journey?
•  Define his faith plainly: Mansa Musa was a devout Muslim, and because of that faith he made the Hajj to Mecca.



	BACKGROUND
•  Introduce Mansa Musa: 'mansa' meant king; he ruled Mali from about 1312 at its height and, through gold, was one of history's richest people. He was a devout Muslim, and his faith led him to make the Hajj in 1324.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Mansa Musa, King of Mali classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does it tell us that Mansa Musa is often called one of the richest people in history?
•  How did Mansa Musa's Muslim faith shape both his rule and his famous journey?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: MANSA (the Mali title for king, as in Mansa Musa) and MUSLIM (Mansa Musa's faith, which led to the Hajj).



	SLIDE 5
	The Hajj: The Pilgrimage to Mecca


On-slide summary: The Hajj: The Pilgrimage to Mecca; A duty of faith; The Hajj is the pilgrimage to Mecca that every able Muslim tries to make at least once.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the Hajj: the pilgrimage to Mecca that every able Muslim tries to make at least once.
•  Note that Mecca, the key destination, is the holy city in Arabia at the center of the Muslim faith.
	
	•  Ask: why would the pilgrimage of a rich and powerful ruler be so much larger than an ordinary one?
•  Highlight that Mansa Musa's 1324 Hajj crossed the whole Sahara because Mali lay far from Mecca.



	BACKGROUND
•  Explain the Hajj: the pilgrimage to Mecca that every able Muslim tries to make once; Mecca is the holy city in Arabia. Mansa Musa's 1324 Hajj was an act of faith and, because of his wealth, an enormous journey.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Hajj: The Pilgrimage to Mecca classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the Hajj, and why do Muslims make the journey to Mecca?
•  Why would the pilgrimage of a rich and powerful ruler be so much larger than an ordinary one?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: HAJJ (the pilgrimage to Mecca) and MECCA (the holy city that is the destination of the Hajj).



	SLIDE 6
	The Great Caravan of 1324


On-slide summary: The Great Caravan of 1324; A caravan, not a single traveler; Mansa Musa crossed the desert with a huge caravan - a great train of people, camels, and gold.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define a caravan: a great train of people, camels, and gold traveling the desert together.
•  Note that the famous huge numbers come from later writers, so treat them as estimates that may be exaggerated.
	
	•  Ask: why do historians treat the caravan numbers as estimates rather than exact facts?
•  Highlight the key habit: we can know the caravan was enormous because it was gold-laden, without trusting every number.



	BACKGROUND
•  Describe the 1324 caravan: an enormous train of people, camels, and gold crossing the Sahara. HONESTY ANCHOR: the famous huge numbers come from later writers and may be exaggerated, so treat them as estimates.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Great Caravan of 1324 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does 'caravan' mean, and why did travelers cross the desert this way?
•  Why do historians treat the famous caravan numbers as estimates rather than exact facts?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CARAVAN (the great train of people, camels, and gold) and LATER (the writers whose famous huge numbers we treat as estimates).



	SLIDE 7
	Across the Sahara to Cairo


On-slide summary: Across the Sahara to Cairo; Key Concept: The caravan crossed the vast SAHARA along the trans-Saharan routes and stopped in the great Egyptian city of CAIRO on the way to Mecca.; Crossing the desert
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight that the caravan crossed the vast Sahara by camel because the trans-Saharan routes led toward Egypt.
•  Note that the key stop was Cairo, one of the greatest cities of the Islamic world.
	
	•  Ask: why would a stop in a great city like Cairo be so important to the story?
•  Set up the hook because what Mansa Musa did with his gold in Cairo is the most famous part of the story.



	BACKGROUND
•  Trace the route: the caravan crossed the SAHARA by camel along the trans-Saharan routes and stopped in CAIRO, one of the greatest cities of the Islamic world, on the way to Mecca.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Across the Sahara to Cairo classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why did the caravan have to cross the Sahara by camel to reach Mecca?
•  Why would a stop in a great city like Cairo be so important to the story?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SAHARA (the vast desert the caravan crossed) and CAIRO (the great Egyptian city where the caravan stopped).



	SLIDE 8
	Gold in Cairo


On-slide summary: Gold in Cairo; Gifts to everyone; In Cairo, Mansa Musa gave gold to officials, merchants, and the poor across the whole city.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight that Mansa Musa gave gold to officials, merchants, and the poor across all of Cairo.
•  Note that his followers spent gold in the markets, which is the key reason gold flooded the city.
	
	•  Ask: what might happen to a city's economy when a huge amount of gold pours in all at once?
•  Point forward because pouring so much gold into Cairo so fast leads to a real economic effect.



	BACKGROUND
•  Describe the gold in Cairo: Mansa Musa gave gold to officials, merchants, and the poor, and his people spent lavishly in the markets, so an enormous quantity of gold flooded the city in a short time.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Gold in Cairo classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would giving away and spending so much gold spread Mansa Musa's fame so quickly?
•  What might happen to a city's economy when a huge amount of gold pours in all at once?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SPENT (what Mansa Musa and his people did with gold in Cairo's markets) and GOLD (what poured into and flooded Cairo).



	SLIDE 9
	The Cairo Gold Crash


On-slide summary: The Cairo Gold Crash; More gold, less scarce; So much gold flooded Cairo that gold became less scarce - and less scarce things lose value.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define inflation: a rise in prices that happens because money, here gold, becomes less scarce.
•  Note that the key result was that gold's value fell in Cairo and stayed cheap for about twelve years.
	
	•  Ask: why does something valuable like gold lose value when there is suddenly much more of it?
•  Highlight the two-sided picture because Mansa Musa's generosity was dazzling but the flood of gold also brought inflation.



	BACKGROUND
•  Explain the gold crash: flooding Cairo with gold made gold less scarce, so its value FELL and prices rose - INFLATION. By some accounts gold stayed cheap in Cairo for about twelve years.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Cairo Gold Crash classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does something valuable, like gold, lose value when there is suddenly much more of it?
•  How can generosity as huge as Mansa Musa's actually hurt a city's economy?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: FELL (what happened to the value of gold in Cairo) and INFLATION (the rise in prices when gold became less scarce).



	SLIDE 10
	al-Umari: Our Main Source


On-slide summary: al-Umari: Our Main Source; Remember: AL-UMARI, an Arab historian in Cairo, recorded this about TWELVE years later from people who remembered it - valuable but secondhand.; Who al-Umari was
TALKING POINTS
	•  Note that al-Umari was an Arab historian in Cairo, the key source for the gold story.
•  Highlight that al-Umari wrote about twelve years later because he was not an eyewitness to the visit.
	
	•  Ask: why is an account written twelve years later, from eyewitnesses' memories, still valuable?
•  Distinguish al-Umari, who recorded it, from Felix Dubois, who only reproduced it in his 1896 book.



	BACKGROUND
•  Establish the sourcing anchor: al-Umari, an Arab historian in Cairo, recorded the story about twelve years later from people who remembered it - near-contemporary but secondhand. Dubois (1896) only reproduced it; he is not the recorder.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make al-Umari: Our Main Source classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is an account written twelve years later, from eyewitnesses' memories, still very valuable?
•  What is the difference between al-Umari, who recorded the story, and Dubois, who reproduced it in 1896?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: AL-UMARI (our main source, an Arab historian in Cairo) and TWELVE (the years after the visit when he recorded it).



	SLIDE 11
	Mali on the Map of the World


On-slide summary: Mali on the Map of the World; Key Concept: In 1375 European mapmakers drew Mansa Musa holding gold on the CATALAN ATLAS - the Hajj had put Mali on the world's maps.; News travels far
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight that news of Mansa Musa's gold spread across the Islamic world and reached Europe.
•  Note that the key evidence is the Catalan Atlas of 1375, which drew Mansa Musa holding gold.
	
	•  Ask: why is a European map drawing Mansa Musa such powerful evidence of the Hajj's impact?
•  Land the payoff because the Hajj put Mali and West Africa's wealth on the map of the world.



	BACKGROUND
•  Explain the long-term consequence: news of the gold spread across the Islamic world and into Europe, and in 1375 European mapmakers drew Mansa Musa holding gold on the Catalan Atlas - the Hajj had put Mali on the world's maps.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Mali on the Map of the World classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How did news of Mansa Musa's gold travel all the way from Cairo to European mapmakers?
•  Why is a European map drawing Mansa Musa such powerful evidence of the Hajj's impact?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CATALAN (the 1375 Atlas that drew Mansa Musa holding gold) and 1375 (the year the Catalan Atlas was made).



	SLIDE 12
	Mansa Musa in the Catalan Atlas (1375)


On-slide summary: Mansa Musa in the Catalan Atlas (1375); Detail of Mansa Musa holding gold, from the 1375 Catalan Atlas.; Crown and scepter: a king
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight the gold crown and scepter, which mark the seated figure in the Catalan Atlas as a king.
•  Note that the key detail is the piece of gold in Mansa Musa's hand, which the 1375 mapmakers chose to define him by.
	
	•  Ask: why would European mapmakers who never visited Mali draw its king holding gold?
•  Make the honest point that this is an imagined portrait, not a likeness from life, because no one knows how Mansa Musa looked.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Mansa Musa in the Catalan Atlas (1375) classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Mansa Musa in the Catalan Atlas (1375) in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Mansa Musa in the Catalan Atlas (1375)



	SLIDE 13
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Mansa Musa ruled Mali, one of history's richest empires, built on gold.; His 1324 Hajj crossed the Sahara to Cairo with a gold-laden caravan.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight that Mansa Musa ruled Mali, one of history's richest empires, because it was built on gold.
•  Note that the key hook was the gold flood in Cairo, which brought inflation and made gold cheap for years.
	
	•  Ask: in one accurate sentence, how did one pilgrimage make Mali famous across the world?
•  Close because the 1324 Hajj put Mali on the map - the Catalan Atlas shows its king holding gold.



	BACKGROUND
•  Consolidate: Mansa Musa's Mali built on gold; the 1324 Hajj and gold-laden caravan to Cairo; the gold flood and inflation; al-Umari as near-contemporary but secondhand source; and the payoff - Mali on the 1375 Catalan Atlas.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  In one accurate sentence, how did one pilgrimage make Mali famous across the world?
•  Why must we read the caravan numbers and al-Umari's account carefully?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Ties together every Reference Guide term from the lesson.
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