	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
MACHIAVELLI'S THE PRINCE


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Machiavelli's The Prince


On-slide summary: Machiavelli's The Prince; How rulers actually keep power - and the famous question: is it better to be feared or loved?
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the big idea: The Prince describes how rulers ACTUALLY keep power, not how they ideally should.
•  Pose the hook question early: would you rather be feared or loved as a leader?
	
	•  Preview the honesty frame: Machiavelli was a republican, so scholars debate what The Prince really means.
•  Note the setting: Renaissance Florence, 1513, a time of political chaos and shifting power.



	BACKGROUND
•  Opens the lesson on Machiavelli's The Prince (1513) and its blunt, realistic advice on how rulers keep power.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Machiavelli's The Prince classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  If you had to keep power, would you rather your people feared you or loved you?
•  Should we judge advice about power by whether it is moral, or by whether it works?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain who Machiavelli was and the crisis in which he wrote The Prince.; Explain realpolitik: describing how power really works, apart from morality.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight target 1: students learn the crisis - Republic falls, Medici return - behind the book.
•  Introduce target 2: realpolitik means analyzing power as it really works, apart from morality.
	
	•  Stress target 3: the feared-vs-loved argument always includes the avoid-being-hated rule.
•  Note target 4 practices reading The Prince critically as one man's persuasive argument.



	BACKGROUND
•  Four targets: Machiavelli's situation, realpolitik, the feared-vs-loved argument, and sourcing the Chapter XVII excerpt.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target sounds hardest - the history, the idea of realpolitik, or judging the text?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What You Will Learn in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	Florence in Chaos: A World of Warring City-States


On-slide summary: Florence in Chaos: A World of Warring City-States; Renaissance Italy was split into rival city-states, often at war.; Florence was one such city, ruled at times as a republic.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Describe Renaissance Italy as rival city-states - Florence, Venice, Milan - often at war.
•  Define the Florentine Republic as Florence's self-governing government run by citizen councils.
	
	•  Stress the instability: shifting alliances and foreign armies made power fragile.
•  Connect the chaos to Machiavelli's hard-headed view of how rulers actually survive.



	BACKGROUND
•  Renaissance Italy was a patchwork of warring city-states; Florence sometimes governed itself as the Florentine Republic in a dangerous, unstable world of power.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Florence in Chaos: A World of Warring City-States classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would constant war and shifting alliances make holding power so hard?
•  How might a dangerous, unstable world shape someone's view of politics?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: FLORENTINE REPUBLIC (Florence's self-governing government) and CITY-STATES (Italy was split into rival city-states).



	SLIDE 4
	Who Was Niccolo Machiavelli?


On-slide summary: Who Was Niccolo Machiavelli?; Niccolo Machiavelli; A Florentine writer and diplomat (1469-1527) who served the Florentine Republic and later wrote The Prince.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Introduce Machiavelli as a Florentine writer and diplomat who lived 1469-1527.
•  Highlight that he served the Florentine Republic for years as an official.
	
	•  Distinguish Machiavelli the working diplomat from a distant armchair philosopher.
•  Ask students: how might years watching real rulers shape his view of power?



	BACKGROUND
•  Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527) was a Florentine writer and diplomat who served the Republic for years and watched real rulers gain and keep power up close.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Who Was Niccolo Machiavelli? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How might years as a diplomat change how someone thinks about power?
•  Why does firsthand experience make his advice sound so blunt?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: MACHIAVELLI (Niccolo Machiavelli, the Florentine writer and diplomat) and DIPLOMAT (he served for years as a diplomat and official).



	SLIDE 5
	A Portrait of Machiavelli


On-slide summary: A Portrait of Machiavelli; Portrait of Niccolo Machiavelli by Santi di Tito (16th century).; A Florentine diplomat
TALKING POINTS
	•  Put a face to Machiavelli: this portrait is by the painter Santi di Tito.
•  Highlight that it is a painted portrait, not a photograph, because he lived in the 1500s.
	
	•  Note that the portrait shows Machiavelli as a Florentine diplomat.
•  Ask students: what impression of Machiavelli does this Renaissance portrait give?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Portrait of Machiavelli classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Portrait of Machiavelli in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: A Portrait of Machiavelli



	SLIDE 6
	1512: The Republic Falls and the Medici Return


On-slide summary: 1512: The Republic Falls and the Medici Return; The Republic falls (1512); The FLORENTINE REPUBLIC collapsed and Machiavelli lost his government job.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that in 1512 the Florentine Republic fell and the Medici returned to power.
•  Highlight Machiavelli's downfall: he was dismissed, then imprisoned and tortured.
	
	•  Stress this crisis matters because it is when Machiavelli wrote The Prince.
•  Ask students: how might losing everything change what he wrote about power?



	BACKGROUND
•  In 1512 the Florentine Republic fell and the Medici returned to power; Machiavelli lost his job, was imprisoned, and was tortured before being released.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make 1512: The Republic Falls and the Medici Return classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How might losing everything change what someone writes about power?
•  Why would the new Medici rulers see a former Republic official as a threat?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: MEDICI (the Medici family returned to power in 1512) and TORTURED (Machiavelli was dismissed, imprisoned, and tortured).



	SLIDE 7
	Why He Wrote The Prince (1513)


On-slide summary: Why He Wrote The Prince (1513); In 1513, out of office, Machiavelli wrote THE PRINCE.; THE PRINCE is a short book of advice for rulers on keeping power.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that in 1513 Machiavelli wrote The Prince, a book advising rulers on power.
•  Highlight that he dedicated The Prince to the Medici, the family that removed him.
	
	•  Point out the honest motive because he hoped to win back Medici favor and a job.
•  Ask students: how does a job-seeking purpose shape how we read The Prince?



	BACKGROUND
•  In 1513 Machiavelli wrote The Prince, a short book of advice for rulers, and dedicated it to the Medici partly to win back their favor and a job.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why He Wrote The Prince (1513) classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why dedicate the book to the family that jailed him?
•  How does writing to impress the Medici change how we read the advice?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: THE PRINCE (Machiavelli's 1513 book of advice for rulers) and 1513 (he wrote The Prince in 1513).



	SLIDE 8
	Realpolitik: A New Kind of Advice Book


On-slide summary: Realpolitik: A New Kind of Advice Book; Big Idea: REALPOLITIK means judging politics by how power really works, not by moral or religious ideals.; The old advice books
TALKING POINTS
	•  Contrast old 'mirror for princes' books that told rulers to be good and holy.
•  Define realpolitik as judging politics by how power actually works.
	
	•  Explain he separated political analysis from conventional Christian morality.
•  Be fair: describing power coldly is not the same as approving of it - a real debate.



	BACKGROUND
•  Older advice books told rulers to be ideal and holy; Machiavelli's realpolitik described how power really works, separating politics from moral and religious ideals.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Realpolitik: A New Kind of Advice Book classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would describing power 'as it really is' feel shocking or dangerous?
•  Is describing something the same as approving of it?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: REALPOLITIK (politics based on how power really works, not moral ideals) and MORALITY (he separated politics from conventional Christian morality).



	SLIDE 9
	Fortune and Virtu: Mastering Chance


On-slide summary: Fortune and Virtu: Mastering Chance; Fortune (Fortuna); Machiavelli's word for chance or luck in politics, which a wise ruler must prepare for and try to master.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define fortune (fortuna) as chance or luck in politics, like a sudden flood.
•  Define virtu as a ruler's skill, boldness, and adaptability in holding power.
	
	•  Warn students virtu does NOT mean moral 'virtue' - it means effective capability.
•  Explain the winning mix: use virtu to prepare for and master fortune.



	BACKGROUND
•  Fortune (fortuna) is chance in politics; virtu is a ruler's skill and boldness in seizing power - not moral virtue. Great rulers use virtu to master fortune.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Fortune and Virtu: Mastering Chance classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might Machiavelli compare fortune to a flood you can prepare for?
•  Why is it a trap to read virtu as moral 'virtue'?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: FORTUNE (chance or luck in politics a ruler must try to master) and VIRTU (a ruler's skill and boldness in seizing and holding power).



	SLIDE 10
	The Big Question: Feared or Loved?


On-slide summary: The Big Question: Feared or Loved?; Machiavelli asks: is it safer to be feared or to be loved?; Ideally a ruler would be both, but that is hard to hold together.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Pose Machiavelli's blunt question: is it safer to be feared or loved?
•  Explain his answer: ideally both, but if forced to choose, safer to be feared.
	
	•  Give his reasoning: love is dropped for advantage, but fear of punishment holds.
•  Frame it as HIS argument to weigh, not a simple order to be cruel.



	BACKGROUND
•  In Chapter XVII Machiavelli argues that if a ruler cannot be both feared and loved, it is safer to be feared, because fear of punishment holds people more reliably than love.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Big Question: Feared or Loved? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does Machiavelli trust fear more than love to hold people?
•  Is 'safer to be feared' the same as saying 'be cruel'? Why or why not?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: FEARED (it is safer to be feared than loved) and PUNISHMENT (fear rests on a dread of punishment that does not fail).



	SLIDE 11
	Feared, But Never Hated


On-slide summary: Feared, But Never Hated; Fear yes, hatred no; A ruler should be FEARED but must avoid being HATED - the key qualifier.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Stress the key qualifier: a ruler should be feared but must avoid being hated.
•  Explain how a ruler avoids hatred because he does not seize subjects' property or women.
	
	•  Distinguish being feared from being hated, since a hated ruler invites revolt.
•  Ask students: why does adding 'but not hated' change Machiavelli's whole point?



	BACKGROUND
•  Machiavelli's crucial qualifier: a ruler should be feared but must avoid being hated, chiefly by not seizing subjects' property or women; a hated ruler invites revolt.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Feared, But Never Hated classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the difference between being feared and being hated?
•  Why does 'but not hated' change the whole meaning of his advice?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: HATED (a ruler must be feared but avoid being hated) and PROPERTY (avoid hatred by not seizing subjects' property or women).



	SLIDE 12
	'Machiavellian': The Word He Never Used


On-slide summary: 'Machiavellian': The Word He Never Used; Over time, Machiavelli's name became an insult.; MACHIAVELLIAN means cunning and unscrupulous in politics.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that 'Machiavellian' became a later insult for cunning, ruthless politics.
•  Highlight that it is a later reputation, not a word Machiavelli actually wrote.
	
	•  Correct the myth because 'the ends justify the means' is not a real line from the book.
•  Ask students: why does it matter whether a famous quote is really Machiavelli's words?



	BACKGROUND
•  'Machiavellian' is a later pejorative meaning cunning and unscrupulous in politics - reception history attached to his ideas, not a quotation, and 'ends justify the means' is not his actual line.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make 'Machiavellian': The Word He Never Used classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it unfair to judge Machiavelli only by the word 'Machiavellian'?
•  Why does it matter whether a famous quote is actually his words?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: MACHIAVELLIAN (a later label for cunning, unscrupulous politics) and LATER (it is a later reputation, not his own words).



	SLIDE 13
	An Honest Debate: Was Machiavelli a Republican?


On-slide summary: An Honest Debate: Was Machiavelli a Republican?; Key Concept: Machiavelli was a lifelong republican whose DISCOURSES ON LIVY praise republics - so scholars debate what The Prince really means.; The surprising fact
TALKING POINTS
	•  Reveal the surprise: Machiavelli served a republic his whole career.
•  Cite his Discourses on Livy, which praise republican government.
	
	•  Lay out the debate: sincere advice, cold analysis, or veiled critique.
•  Insist on fairness: present feared-vs-loved as his argument and note the debate.



	BACKGROUND
•  Machiavelli was a lifelong republican whose Discourses on Livy praise republics, so scholars debate whether The Prince endorses, coldly analyzes, or even critiques one-man rule.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make An Honest Debate: Was Machiavelli a Republican? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How can the author of The Prince also be a committed republican?
•  Why does the debate over his intent matter for how we judge the book?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: DISCOURSES ON LIVY (Machiavelli's work praising republics) and REPUBLICAN (he was a lifelong republican who favored republics).



	SLIDE 14
	How Do We Know? Reading The Prince Critically


On-slide summary: How Do We Know? Reading The Prince Critically; Our primary source is a short excerpt from The Prince itself.; It comes from Chapter XVII, the 'feared or loved' chapter.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the source is an excerpt from The Prince, Chapter XVII itself.
•  Highlight that students read the W. K. Marriott translation of 1908, public domain by age.
	
	•  Distinguish a persuasive argument from a neutral report, because The Prince argues a case.
•  Ask students: how should we read a 500-year-old argument critically?



	BACKGROUND
•  The primary source is an adapted excerpt from The Prince, Chapter XVII, in the public-domain W. K. Marriott translation (1908); it is persuasive argument, read critically, not neutral fact.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make How Do We Know? Reading The Prince Critically classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why must we read The Prince in a translation, and why is this one public domain?
•  How is reading an argument different from reading a neutral report?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: TRANSLATION (the W. K. Marriott translation, published 1908) and ARGUMENT (The Prince is a persuasive argument, read critically).



	SLIDE 15
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Machiavelli wrote THE PRINCE in 1513, after the Republic fell to the MEDICI.; REALPOLITIK: he described how rulers really keep power, apart from morality.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Recall the setup: Machiavelli wrote The Prince in 1513 after the Republic fell to the Medici.
•  Highlight the core rule: it is safer to be feared than loved, but never hated.
	
	•  Correct the myths because 'Machiavellian' is a later insult and he was a republican.
•  Ask students: why does The Prince still start arguments today?



	BACKGROUND
•  Six takeaways: the book and its crisis, realpolitik, feared-but-not-hated, virtu and fortune, the Machiavellian myth and his republicanism, and reading critically.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway best captures why The Prince still starts arguments today?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Synthesis slide - review section only.
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