	WORLD HISTORY
MACHIAVELLI'S THE PRINCE
 ANSWER KEY   EXIT TICKET - ANSWER KEY



	1.
	Machiavelli argues it is safer for a ruler to be feared than loved, but he adds a crucial limit. According to him, a ruler must always avoid being ___?



	A. hated ✓
	B. feared by anyone at all

	
	

	C. seen in public
	D. wealthy or powerful



	2.
	What is the most accurate way to describe the word 'Machiavellian'?



	A. A direct quotation from the first page of The Prince
	B. A later insult for cunning, unscrupulous politics - not Machiavelli's own words ✓

	
	

	C. Machiavelli's affectionate nickname for the Medici
	D. The official title of the Florentine Republic



	3.
	Which fact best shows that the picture of Machiavelli as simply 'pro-tyranny' is too simple?



	A. He never held a government job
	B. He wrote The Prince in Latin

	
	

	C. He was a lifelong republican whose Discourses on Livy praise republics ✓
	D. He personally crowned a king in Florence



QUICK WRITE
Open Response
People often remember Machiavelli as simply telling rulers to 'be cruel.' In 3-4 sentences, give a more HONEST picture. Explain (1) his actual argument about whether it is better to be FEARED or loved, including his crucial rule that a ruler must be feared but NOT HATED, and (2) ONE reason his ideas are more complicated than the 'be cruel' myth - for example, that REALPOLITIK means describing how power works rather than approving of it, that he was a lifelong REPUBLICAN whose Discourses on Livy praise republics, or that scholars debate whether The Prince endorses or only analyzes these methods. Use at least TWO of these terms: The Prince, realpolitik, feared but not hated, Machiavellian, republican.

	
	RUBRIC (4 points): (1) correctly states Machiavelli's actual argument - that it is safer for a ruler to be FEARED than loved - AND keeps his crucial rule that a ruler must be feared but NOT HATED (by not seizing subjects' property or women); (2) gives at least ONE reason his ideas are more complicated than the 'be cruel' myth (REALPOLITIK describes how power works rather than approving it; he was a lifelong REPUBLICAN whose Discourses on Livy praise republics; or scholars debate whether The Prince endorses or only analyzes these methods); (3) stays honest by NOT claiming 'Machiavellian' or 'the ends justify the means' are his own words, and NOT flattening him to 'he said be cruel'; (4) uses at least TWO lesson terms (The Prince, realpolitik, feared but not hated, Machiavellian, republican). SAMPLE 4-POINT RESPONSE: "In THE PRINCE, Machiavelli argues it is safer to be FEARED than loved, but with the crucial rule that a ruler must be feared and NOT HATED, by not seizing subjects' property or women. This is REALPOLITIK - he is describing how power works, not simply saying 'be cruel.' In fact he was a lifelong REPUBLICAN whose Discourses praise republics, so scholars debate what The Prince really means, and 'Machiavellian' is a later insult, not his own words." Deduct 1 point per missing element.
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