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PART 1
The Prince Reference Guide — Complete the Missing Terms

	Term
	Definition

	The Prince
	Machiavelli's 1513 political treatise advising rulers on how to gain and keep power.

	Niccolo Machiavelli
	The Florentine writer and diplomat (1469-1527) who served the Florentine Republic and wrote The Prince.

	Realpolitik
	Politics based on the practical realities of power rather than on moral or religious ideals; a modern term for Machiavelli's realistic approach.

	Florentine Republic
	The republican government of Florence, where Machiavelli worked as a senior official until it fell in 1512.

	The Medici
	The powerful Florentine family who returned to power in 1512 and to whom Machiavelli dedicated The Prince.

	Fortune (Fortuna)
	Machiavelli's term for chance or luck in politics, which a wise ruler must prepare for and try to master.

	Virtu
	Machiavelli's term for a ruler's skill, boldness, and adaptability in seizing and holding power; not the same as moral virtue.

	Feared but not hated
	Machiavelli's rule that a ruler is safer feared than loved, but must avoid being hated, chiefly by not seizing subjects' property or women.

	Machiavellian
	A later term meaning cunning and unscrupulous in politics; a reception-history label, not a direct quotation of what Machiavelli wrote.

	Discourses on Livy
	Machiavelli's longer work praising republics, which shows he personally favored republican government.



PART 2
Apply the Terms — Machiavelli's Vocabulary in Context
1.  What is the name of Machiavelli's 1513 book of advice for rulers on how to gain and keep power?
The Prince.
2.  What modern term describes Machiavelli's approach of judging politics by how power really works, rather than by moral or religious ideals?
Realpolitik.
3.  What is the name of the powerful Florentine family who returned to power in 1512 and to whom Machiavelli dedicated The Prince?
The Medici.
4.  What is Machiavelli's term for a ruler's skill, boldness, and adaptability in seizing and holding power (not the same as being morally good)?
Virtu.
5.  What later word - a label attached to his ideas, not his own quotation - means cunning and unscrupulous in politics?
Machiavellian.
PART 3
How Rulers Really Keep Power — Realpolitik and the Big Question
1.  As Dr. Elena Ricci, set up Machiavelli and his book.
(a)  Explain what REALPOLITIK means and how Machiavelli's approach differed from older advice books that told a ruler to be a good, holy, ideal prince.
(b)  Explain the situation in which Machiavelli wrote THE PRINCE in 1513 - what had happened to the Florentine Republic, the Medici, and to Machiavelli himself - and why he dedicated the book to the Medici.
(1) REALPOLITIK means politics based on the practical realities of power rather than on moral or religious ideals. Older 'mirror for princes' advice books told a ruler how he SHOULD behave - to be good, just, generous, and holy, the ideal Christian prince. Machiavelli broke from that: instead of describing the ideal, he described how rulers ACTUALLY gain and keep power in a dangerous world, deliberately separating political analysis from conventional Christian morality. (2) He wrote THE PRINCE in 1513, right after the Florentine Republic fell in 1512 and the Medici returned to power. Machiavelli, who had served the Republic for years, lost his job and was arrested, imprisoned, and even tortured before being released and exiled to the countryside. He dedicated the book to the Medici partly to prove his usefulness and win back their favor and a government job. Accept: realpolitik = describing how power really works, apart from morality, unlike older 'be a good/holy prince' books; The Prince was written in 1513 after the Republic fell, the Medici returned, and Machiavelli was dismissed/imprisoned/tortured; dedicated to the Medici to win favor.
2.  As Dr. Elena Ricci, explain Machiavelli's most famous argument carefully.
(a)  According to Machiavelli, is it safer for a ruler to be feared or loved, and what reason does he give?
(b)  Explain the crucial qualifier he adds - that a ruler must be FEARED but NOT HATED - and exactly how, he says, a ruler avoids being hated.
(1) Machiavelli argues that a ruler should wish to be both feared and loved, but because that is hard to hold together, if he must choose, it is SAFER to be FEARED than loved. His reason is about reliability: love is a bond people break the moment it serves their own advantage, but fear rests on a dread of punishment that does not fail. (2) But he adds a crucial rule that students must not drop: a ruler must be feared and yet NOT HATED - a ruler can be feared without being hated. He avoids hatred chiefly by keeping his hands off his subjects' PROPERTY and their women, and by taking a life only with proper justification. This qualifier is why 'be feared' is NOT the same as 'be cruel': a hated ruler invites revolt and ruin. Accept: safer to be feared because fear is more reliable than love; BUT the ruler must avoid being hated, chiefly by not seizing subjects' property or women.
3.  As Dr. Elena Ricci, be an honest historian about Machiavelli's reputation.
(a)  Explain why it is unfair to flatten Machiavelli to 'he was simply evil and said be cruel,' using the facts that he described power like an analyst and was himself a lifelong REPUBLICAN.
(b)  Explain what the word MACHIAVELLIAN really is, and why students should never quote 'the ends justify the means' as an actual line from The Prince.
(1) It is unfair because Machiavelli was mostly DESCRIBING how power really works (realpolitik), the way an analyst or scientist describes nature, not necessarily approving of it. Even his harsh advice comes with limits (be feared but not hated). And crucially, he was himself a lifelong REPUBLICAN: he served the Florentine Republic for years, and his Discourses on Livy praise republics as better than one-man rule. So scholars genuinely debate whether The Prince endorses these methods, coldly analyzes them, or even veils a critique - which is why 'he just said be cruel' is too simple. (2) MACHIAVELLIAN is a LATER insult, meaning cunning and unscrupulous in politics, that critics attached to his ideas - it is reception history, not a word Machiavelli used or wrote. And 'the ends justify the means' is a paraphrase people use to sum up (and attack) his thinking; it is NOT a verbatim line from The Prince, so it should never be quoted as his actual words. Accept: he analyzed power rather than simply endorsing cruelty, added the not-hated limit, and was a republican (Discourses on Livy) - so his aim is debated; 'Machiavellian' is a later pejorative and 'ends justify the means' is not a real quote from the book.
PART 4
Primary Source Spotlight
As Dr. Elena Ricci, read a short passage from Niccolo Machiavelli's The Prince (1513), Chapter XVII - the famous chapter that asks whether it is better for a ruler to be loved or feared. Remember what your notes say: The Prince is not a court record or a news report; it is a work of political ARGUMENT, in which Machiavelli is trying to persuade a ruler that his hard-headed view of power is correct. So read it critically. You can trust it as genuine evidence of what Machiavelli argued and how he reasoned, but you should not treat his sweeping claims about human nature as neutral, proven fact. Read the excerpt (in the public-domain 1908 W. K. Marriott translation, lightly modernized), and notice both his blunt claim - that it is safer to be feared than loved - and the crucial rule he adds: that a ruler must be feared but never hated.

The Prince, Chapter XVII: Whether It Is Better to Be Loved or Feared (Niccolo Machiavelli, 1513, translated 1908)
This is an excerpt from Chapter XVII of The Prince, the political treatise Niccolo Machiavelli wrote in 1513 while shut out of Florentine politics after the Republic fell and the Medici returned. In this chapter, titled 'Concerning Cruelty and Clemency, and Whether It Is Better to Be Loved Than Feared,' Machiavelli argues that a ruler who cannot be both is safer being feared - but he immediately adds that the ruler must avoid being hated. The English wording here is the W. K. Marriott translation (published 1908, public domain), lightly modernized for readability. Remember: The Prince is a persuasive argument meant to advise and impress rulers, so it is strong evidence of what Machiavelli thought, but his claims about how all people behave are opinions to weigh, not settled facts.
A question arises: is it better to be loved than feared, or feared than loved? One should wish to be both; but because it is difficult to unite them in one person, it is much safer to be feared than loved, when one of the two must be lacking.
For of men in general one can say this: they are ungrateful, changeable, false, and greedy for gain. While you serve their interests they are entirely yours, and they would offer you their blood, their property, their lives, and their children when the danger is far off. But when danger comes near, they turn away. Men have less hesitation to harm one who makes himself loved than one who makes himself feared; for love is held by a bond of obligation which, because men are base, is broken whenever it serves their own advantage, but fear is held by a dread of punishment that never lets go.
Yet a ruler must make himself feared in such a way that, even if he does not gain love, he escapes hatred; for a man can be feared and not hated at the same time. He will always avoid hatred so long as he keeps his hands off the property of his citizens and subjects, and off their women. And when he must take someone's life, he should do it only when there is proper justification and clear cause.
— Adapted from: Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince (1513), Ch. XVII, trans. W. K. Marriott (1908).
Sourcing


1. Look at the source information and citation above the excerpt. Who wrote this passage, when was it originally written, and what KIND of source is it - a neutral news report of facts, or one man's persuasive argument about how rulers should hold power?
(1) It was written by Niccolo Machiavelli, in his book The Prince, originally written in 1513 (read here in the 1908 W. K. Marriott translation). (2) It comes from Chapter XVII, the chapter on whether it is better to be loved or feared. (3) It is NOT a neutral news report - it is a work of political argument (a persuasive treatise advising rulers), so it is evidence of what Machiavelli thought and argued, not proof that his claims are true. Accept: written by Machiavelli in 1513 in The Prince; a persuasive political argument/treatise, not a neutral report of facts.

Comprehension
2. Using the excerpt, does Machiavelli say it is safer for a ruler to be feared or to be loved, and what reason does he give?
(1) Machiavelli says a ruler should wish to be both, but because that is hard to manage, it is much safer to be feared than loved if one of the two must be lacking. (2) His reason is about reliability: love is held only by a bond of obligation that people break whenever it serves their own advantage, but fear rests on a dread of punishment that never lets go. (3) In short, he trusts fear to hold people more dependably than love. Accept: safer to be feared; because love is broken for self-advantage while fear of punishment is more reliable.

3. Using the excerpt, what limit or rule does Machiavelli place on being feared, and what does he say a ruler must do to obey it?
(1) The limit is that a ruler must make himself feared in a way that AVOIDS being HATED - a ruler can be feared and not hated at the same time. (2) To obey it, the ruler must keep his hands off the property of his citizens and subjects, and off their women. (3) And when he must take a life, he should do it only when there is proper justification and clear cause. Accept: he must be feared but not hated; he avoids hatred by not seizing subjects' property or women (and by acting only with just cause).

Analysis
4. As Dr. Elena Ricci: your notes explain that Machiavelli's approach is realpolitik - describing how rulers actually keep power, separated from conventional Christian morality, rather than how a good ruler ideally should behave. Using the excerpt, explain how this passage shows that realpolitik approach.
(1) The passage shows realpolitik because Machiavelli does not ask which choice is most moral or most Christian; he asks which is SAFER and more effective for actually holding power - and answers 'feared,' based on how people really behave. (2) He grounds his advice in a cold, realistic view of human nature (that people are ungrateful, changeable, and self-interested) rather than in an ideal of goodness, which is exactly the break from earlier 'be a good and holy prince' advice. (3) Even his limit is practical, not moral: avoid hatred not because cruelty is wrong but because a hated ruler is unsafe and invites revolt. Accept: he judges being feared by whether it WORKS to keep power, not by whether it is moral; bases it on a realistic view of human nature; even the 'avoid hatred' rule is about survival, not morality.



5. As Dr. Elena Ricci: your notes warn against flattening Machiavelli to 'he said be cruel,' because he was a lifelong republican whose Discourses on Livy praise republics, and scholars debate what The Prince really means. Using the excerpt as evidence, explain (a) what this source can reliably tell a historian about Machiavelli's argument, and (b) why this single passage does NOT settle whether Machiavelli personally approved of ruling this way.
(a) It reliably tells a historian what Machiavelli ARGUED in The Prince: that a ruler is safer feared than loved (with reasons drawn from his view of human nature), and that the ruler must still avoid being hated by not seizing subjects' property or women. It is strong, direct evidence of his reasoning and his realpolitik method. (b) But the passage alone does NOT prove Machiavelli personally endorsed ruling this way. It shows what he advises a prince to do, not what he wished for; the same author praised republics in the Discourses on Livy and served the Florentine Republic for years, so scholars debate whether The Prince is sincere advice, cold analysis, or even a veiled critique. One chapter of a persuasive treatise cannot settle his personal beliefs. Accept: reliable evidence of his argument and method; but it records advice, not personal approval, and must be read alongside his republican career and the scholarly debate.


PART 5
Weigh the Evidence — Feared, Loved, and the Honest Debate
1.  As Dr. Elena Ricci, sort each statement. For each one, write TRUE or FALSE, and add one short reason:
(a)  Machiavelli wrote The Prince in 1513, after the Florentine Republic fell and the Medici returned to power.
TRUE - Machiavelli wrote The Prince in 1513, right after the Florentine Republic fell in 1512 and the Medici returned; he had been dismissed, imprisoned, and tortured.
(b)  Machiavelli said a ruler should be feared, and it does not matter at all if the ruler is also hated.
FALSE - Machiavelli's crucial rule is that a ruler should be feared but must AVOID being hated (chiefly by not seizing subjects' property or women); a hated ruler invites revolt.
(c)  'Machiavellian' and 'the ends justify the means' are direct quotations from The Prince.
FALSE - 'Machiavellian' is a later insult and 'the ends justify the means' is a paraphrase; neither is a verbatim line from The Prince.
(d)  Machiavelli was himself a lifelong republican whose Discourses on Livy praise republics.
TRUE - Machiavelli served the Florentine Republic for years, and his Discourses on Livy praise republics, so he personally favored republican government.
2.  As Dr. Elena Ricci, explain to your seminar how to judge Machiavelli fairly WITHOUT flattening him. In two to three sentences, hold two truths at once: Machiavelli really did argue, in The Prince, that it is safer to be feared than loved and gave rulers hard-edged, realpolitik advice, AND it is too simple to say 'Machiavelli was just evil and told rulers to be cruel,' because he described power like an analyst, insisted a ruler avoid being HATED, and was himself a lifelong republican whose Discourses praise republics - so scholars debate whether The Prince endorses or only analyzes these methods.
(1) It is true that in The Prince Machiavelli gave genuinely hard-edged, REALPOLITIK advice - most famously that if a ruler cannot be both, it is safer to be feared than loved - and he grounded it in a cold view of human nature. (2) But it is too simple to call him 'just evil' or say he 'told rulers to be cruel': he was largely DESCRIBING how power works rather than celebrating it, he insisted a ruler be feared but NOT HATED, and he was a lifelong REPUBLICAN whose Discourses on Livy praise republics. (3) So the fair verdict is to take his feared-vs-loved argument seriously as HIS claim while acknowledging the real scholarly debate over whether The Prince endorses these methods, coldly analyzes them, or even quietly criticizes one-man rule. Accept any answer that holds both truths: he really did give blunt realpolitik advice, AND it is unfair to flatten him to 'be cruel' given the not-hated rule, his analytic aim, and his republicanism, so his intent is debated.
SEMINAR BRIEF
3.  SEMINAR BRIEF. As Dr. Elena Ricci, write a short brief for your students on how to understand Machiavelli's The Prince honestly. Write a 5-7 sentence brief (120-180 words) that: (1) explains the situation in which Machiavelli wrote THE PRINCE in 1513 (the Florentine Republic fell, the MEDICI returned, and he was dismissed, imprisoned, and tortured); (2) explains what REALPOLITIK means and how it separated his advice from conventional morality; (3) states his feared-vs-loved argument accurately, INCLUDING the rule that a ruler must be feared but NOT HATED; (4) uses ONE detail from the Primary Source Spotlight (the Chapter XVII excerpt) as evidence; and (5) makes the honest point that 'Machiavellian' is a later insult and that Machiavelli was a lifelong REPUBLICAN, so scholars debate what The Prince really means. Check off each required element as you include it.
YOUR RESPONSE MUST:
☐  THE SITUATION - explains that Machiavelli wrote THE PRINCE in 1513 after the Florentine Republic fell and the MEDICI returned, and after he was dismissed, imprisoned, and tortured.
☐  REALPOLITIK - explains that realpolitik means describing how rulers actually gain and keep power, separated from conventional (Christian) morality.
☐  FEARED BUT NOT HATED - states his argument that it is safer to be feared than loved, INCLUDING the rule that a ruler must be feared but avoid being HATED (by not seizing subjects' property or women).
☐  ONE SOURCE DETAIL - uses one detail from the Chapter XVII excerpt (e.g., that fear rests on a dread of punishment that never lets go, or that a ruler avoids hatred by keeping his hands off subjects' property and women).
☐  THE HONEST DEBATE - makes the point that MACHIAVELLIAN is a later insult (not his own words) and that Machiavelli was a lifelong REPUBLICAN whose Discourses praise republics, so scholars debate whether The Prince endorses or only analyzes these methods.
GRADING RUBRIC
Grade the evidence and reasoning, not the conclusion — any defensible position is valid. Score against the 5 requirements above.
FULL CREDIT — clear position; meets all 5 requirements with accurate, specific evidence and lesson vocabulary.
PARTIAL — position stated, but misses 1-2 requirements or uses vague / inaccurate evidence.
MINIMAL — no clear position, or missing most requirements and supporting evidence.
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