	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
LAS CASAS - A VOICE AGAINST CONQUEST


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Las Casas: A Voice Against Conquest


On-slide summary: Las Casas: A Voice Against Conquest; A Dominican friar's 1552 protest against Spanish cruelty in the Indies
TALKING POINTS
	•  Ask students: if a priest said greed - not necessity - drove a conquest, what kind of evidence would you want before believing him? Preview Las Casas as a self-described eyewitness.
•  State the through-line early: Las Casas's testimony is both real evidence and one-sided persuasion, so students should hold both ideas at once, not pick one.
	
	•  Why might a Dominican friar be willing to risk criticizing his own country's conquest in writing?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Las Casas: A Voice Against Conquest classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Las Casas: A Voice Against Conquest in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students preview that the lesson pairs Las Casas's powerful eyewitness testimony with an honest, historian's read of his numbers and his record.



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain who Las Casas was and why he wrote his 1552 protest.; Analyze his central charge, in his own words, that gold drove Spanish cruelty.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Which target names the person, which names his central charge, and which names the historian's-eye evaluation?
•  The third target says to evaluate his record like a historian - that is a skill, not just a fact to memorize.
	
	•  Preview that reading Las Casas honestly means taking his testimony seriously without accepting every number at face value.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Learning Targets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	The three targets appear at the front of the Guided Notes.



	SLIDE 3
	Who was Bartolome de las Casas?


On-slide summary: Who was Bartolome de las Casas?; Bartolome de las Casas was a Dominican friar and bishop.; He describes himself as an eyewitness to Spanish cruelty in the Indies.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Fix the roles first: Las Casas was a Dominican friar and bishop, not a soldier or government official, because that shapes why he wrote a protest.
•  Anchor both publication facts from the record: Seville, 1552 for the Spanish original, and London, 1689 for this English translation.
	
	•  Why would a friar who lived through the conquest be a different kind of witness than a soldier or a king's official?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Who was Bartolome de las Casas? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Who was Bartolome de las Casas? in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: friar; Seville; London - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 4
	Las Casas's central charge: "was Gold only"


On-slide summary: Las Casas's central charge: "was Gold only"; Key Point: Las Casas's central charge is that greed for gold - 'was Gold only' - drove Spanish cruelty, and he insists he saw it himself.; The motive he names
TALKING POINTS
	•  Make students restate 'was Gold only' in their own words before moving on - it is the spine of Las Casas's whole charge.
•  Define avarice in context: extreme greed, especially for wealth or gold, is exactly what Las Casas blames.
	
	•  Why does Las Casas insist so strongly that he was an eyewitness 'without the least fallacy' - what is he trying to establish?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Las Casas's central charge: "was Gold only" classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Las Casas's central charge: "was Gold only" in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Gold; avarice; eyewitness - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 5
	Who attacked first? Las Casas's claim


On-slide summary: Who attacked first? Las Casas's claim; Las Casas says the Spaniards 'never received any injury' from the Indians.; He says they first revered the Spaniards as beings from Heaven.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk through the sequence Las Casas describes: reverence first, then injuries and torments, then armed resistance - in that order.
•  Flag the word 'claims' each time - this is Las Casas's account, not an agreed-upon neutral fact.
	
	•  Why would it matter to Las Casas's argument to insist the Indians never struck first?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Who attacked first? Las Casas's claim classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Who attacked first? Las Casas's claim in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: never; revered; slaughters - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 6
	Reading Las Casas's numbers carefully


On-slide summary: Reading Las Casas's numbers carefully; The claim; Las Casas claims Hispaniola once had about three million people, reduced to 'scarce Three Hundred.'
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the correction directly: Las Casas's numbers are disregarded by historians as exaggerated - this is not a minor caveat, it is the point.
•  Why can a number be exaggerated and a general picture still be believed - what is the difference between the two claims?
	
	•  Model the sentence students should use: 'Las Casas claimed...' not 'Las Casas proved...' when citing his figures.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Reading Las Casas's numbers carefully classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Reading Las Casas's numbers carefully in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Hundred; disregard; advocate - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 7
	Not a flawless record: Las Casas and slavery


On-slide summary: Not a flawless record: Las Casas and slavery; Early on, he urged importing enslaved Africans to spare the Indians.; He later regretted his advocacy for African slavery and apologized.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Use this slide to complicate the 'flawless hero' instinct - historical figures can be admirable and imperfect at the same time.
•  Sequence it clearly: first he urged enslaving Africans, later he regretted and apologized - in that order.
	
	•  Why does knowing this make Las Casas a more, not less, believable historical figure?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Not a flawless record: Las Casas and slavery classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Not a flawless record: Las Casas and slavery in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Africans; regretted; grew - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 8
	People and place vocabulary


On-slide summary: People and place vocabulary; Bartolome de las Casas; A Spanish priest and bishop who protested Spanish cruelty toward Indigenous peoples.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Pair Bartolome de las Casas and Eyewitness together, because his whole authority rests on being a firsthand witness.
•  Clarify that Indigenous peoples and Hispaniola are related but distinct - one names the people, the other names the place.
	
	•  Which of these five terms are students most likely to confuse, and how do the definitions keep them apart?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make People and place vocabulary classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain People and place vocabulary in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Five term blanks use these exact visible definitions.



	SLIDE 9
	Advocacy and legend vocabulary


On-slide summary: Advocacy and legend vocabulary; Advocate; A person who argues or pleads for a cause or on behalf of others.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Stress Advocate and Polemical together - both describe HOW to read Las Casas, not just what he wrote.
•  How does the Black Legend definition change how students think about why Las Casas's book mattered for centuries?
	
	•  Connect Friar back to slide 3 and Avarice back to the 'Gold only' charge, so vocabulary reinforces the narrative.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Advocacy and legend vocabulary classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Advocacy and legend vocabulary in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Five term blanks use these exact visible definitions.



	SLIDE 10
	Reading Las Casas as a source


On-slide summary: Reading Las Casas as a source; Key Point: Las Casas was a polemical advocate - his numbers are disputed, but his picture of violence is accepted.; An advocate, not a neutral historian
TALKING POINTS
	•  Distinguish 'advocate' from 'neutral historian' explicitly, because that distinction is the whole point of source criticism here.
•  Why can a source be polemical and still be valuable evidence for historians?
	
	•  Connect the Black Legend back to slide 3's publication facts - a book that traveled from Seville, 1552 to London, 1689 and beyond had real influence.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Reading Las Casas as a source classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Reading Las Casas as a source in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: advocate; polemical; Black - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 11
	Building a precise evaluation


On-slide summary: Building a precise evaluation; Identify Las Casas as a Dominican friar and eyewitness, writing in 1552.; Use one specific detail from his own words as evidence.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Model a precise sentence that names Las Casas, one specific detail from his words, and the two misconception corrections - because that is what a complete evaluation needs.
•  What is missing from an evaluation that quotes Las Casas but never questions his numbers?
	
	•  Require at least one specific quoted or paraphrased detail from the excerpt, since 'he was upset about cruelty' is too vague on its own.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Building a precise evaluation classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Building a precise evaluation in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: friar; polemical; changed - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 12
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Las Casas, a Dominican friar and eyewitness, protested Spanish cruelty in 1552.; His charge: Spanish greed - 'was Gold only' - drove the destruction.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Which takeaway most changes how students first pictured Las Casas - probably that his numbers are disputed even though his violence is believed?
•  Review the arc with one detail each: the 'Gold only' charge and the slavery record that changed over time.
	
	•  Why is it more accurate, not just kinder, to read Las Casas as a passionate advocate rather than either a perfect hero or a liar?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	The closing takeaways complete the Guided Notes summary.
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