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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain who Bartolome de las Casas was and why he wrote his 1552 account as a forceful protest against Spanish treatment of Indigenous peoples in the Americas.
2. Analyze Las Casas's central charge - using his own eyewitness words - that greed for gold, not necessity, drove Spanish cruelty in the Indies.
3. Evaluate Las Casas's record like a historian: treat his casualty claims as a passionate advocate's disputed charges, not verified statistics, and recognize that his stand against slavery grew over time.

SECTION 3
Who was Bartolome de las Casas?
A friar's eyewitness protest
Bartolome de las Casas was a Dominican friar and bishop.
His original Spanish account was published in Seville in 1552.
This English translation was printed in London in 1689.
 
SECTION 4
Las Casas's central charge: "was Gold only"
Greed, not necessity
Las Casas charges that the Spaniards' true motive in the Indies was Gold only.
Extreme greed, especially for wealth or gold, is called avarice.
Las Casas calls himself an eyewitness who saw the cruelty firsthand.
 
SECTION 5
Who attacked first? Las Casas's claim
A one-sided charge
Las Casas says the Spaniards never received any injury from the Indians.
He says the Indians first revered the Spaniards as beings descended from Heaven.
Repeated Spanish injuries and unjust slaughters forced the Indians to take up arms.
 
SECTION 6
Reading Las Casas's numbers carefully
Charges, not statistics
Las Casas claims Hispaniola's population fell from about three million to "scarce Three Hundred."
Modern historians disregard Las Casas's numerical figures as exaggerated.
Las Casas was a passionate advocate, not a census-taker.
 
SECTION 7
Not a flawless record: Las Casas and slavery
His stand against slavery grew
Early on, Las Casas urged importing enslaved Africans to spare the Indians from forced labor.
He later regretted his advocacy for African slavery and apologized.
His stand against slavery grew over time - he was not a flawless abolitionist from the start.
 
SECTION 8
People and place vocabulary
Terms 1-5
A Spanish priest and bishop who protested Spanish cruelty toward Indigenous peoples was Bartolome de las Casas.
A Spanish soldier-explorer who conquered lands and peoples for Spain was called a conquistador.
The original inhabitants of a land, such as the native peoples of the Americas, are called Indigenous peoples.
The Caribbean island (today Haiti and the Dominican Republic) where Spanish colonization began was called Hispaniola.
A person who personally sees an event and can describe it firsthand is called an eyewitness.
 
SECTION 9
Advocacy and legend vocabulary
Terms 6-10
A person who argues or pleads for a cause or on behalf of others is called an advocate.
The tradition of portraying Spain's empire as uniquely cruel, built partly on Las Casas's book, is called the Black Legend.
Writing that strongly attacks or argues one side of an issue, not neutral or balanced, is called polemical.
A member of a Catholic religious order, such as the Dominicans, is called a friar.
Extreme greed, especially for wealth or gold, is called avarice.
 
SECTION 10
Reading Las Casas as a source
An advocate, not a neutral historian
Las Casas wrote as a passionate advocate pleading with Spain's rulers, not a neutral historian.
His account is polemical - it strongly argues one side of an issue.
His book helped build the Black Legend.
 
SECTION 11
Building a precise evaluation
What a precise evaluation includes
A precise evaluation identifies Las Casas as a Dominican friar and eyewitness.
It treats his exact casualty numbers as polemical exaggeration, not verified statistics.
It notes his record on slavery changed - he first urged, then regretted, enslaving Africans.
 


KEY TAKEAWAYS
★ Las Casas, a Dominican friar and eyewitness, protested Spanish cruelty in 1552.
★ His charge: Spanish greed - 'was Gold only' - drove the destruction.
★ Historians call his casualty numbers exaggerated but accept the violence.
★ His stand against slavery grew; he first urged, then regretted, African slavery.
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