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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain who European knights and Japanese samurai were - parallel mounted, armored warrior elites who each served a lord within a feudal system - and how each fit his society.
2. Compare the shared values of the two warrior codes - loyalty to one's lord, personal honor, and skill in combat - as expressed in European chivalry and Japanese bushido.
3. Explain that knights and samurai arose independently, with no contact or influence between medieval Europe and feudal Japan, so their similarities are genuine parallels rather than one copying the other.
4. Analyze a primary source - Ramon Llull's Book of the Order of Chivalry - and explain that chivalry as Llull describes it is a prescriptive ideal of the knight, not a description of how every knight actually behaved.

SECTION 1
Two Warrior Worlds
Two Elite Warrior Classes
Medieval Europe and feudal Japan each produced elite               , armored warriors - knights in Europe and samurai in Japan.
The two worlds developed                - on opposite ends of the earth, with no contact - so their similar codes are genuine parallels, not copying.
 
SECTION 2
The European Knight
Who the Knight Was
A KNIGHT was a mounted, armored                of medieval Europe who served a lord in exchange for land.
Knighthood was tied to noble                and to the code of chivalry that a knight swore to uphold.
 
SECTION 3
The Japanese Samurai
Who the Samurai Was
The SAMURAI were the hereditary                class of feudal Japan, trained to serve a lord in war.
A samurai served a DAIMYO, a powerful                lord of feudal Japan, roughly parallel to a European lord.
 
SECTION 4
Feudal Systems Compared
The Land-for-Service Bargain
FEUDALISM was a system in which lords granted                to warriors in return for military service and loyalty, in both Europe and Japan.
In Europe the grant of land a lord gave a knight for service was called a               ; Japan’s rough parallel was the shoen estate.
A                pledged loyalty and military service to a greater lord in return for land and protection.
 
SECTION 5
Loyalty - The Shared Core Value
The Core Value of Both Codes
LOYALTY - faithful                and devotion to one’s lord - was the shared CORE value of both the knight’s and the samurai’s codes.
A warrior’s loyalty was                - sworn to a specific lord, not to an abstract nation.
 
SECTION 6
Honor in Both Worlds
Reputation and Dignity
HONOR was a warrior’s personal                and dignity, prized by knights and samurai alike and defended even at the cost of life.
Honor was                - won by brave conduct and lost by cowardice or betrayal.
 
SECTION 7
Skill in Combat - Lance and Katana
Two Signature Weapons
The knight trained for years with the                and sword on horseback, charging his enemy in the couched-lance attack.
The samurai’s signature weapon was the               , a curved sword, and he also prized skill with the bow.
 
SECTION 8
Chivalry - The Knight's Code
The Knightly Ideal
CHIVALRY was the medieval European ideal code of knightly                - courage, loyalty, honor, and protecting the weak.
Chivalry was a                ideal - how a knight SHOULD act, not how every knight really did.
 
SECTION 9
Bushido - A Name Added Later
The Later Name
BUSHIDO, ‘the way of the warrior,’ is the later                for the samurai code of loyalty, honor, and courage.
The written code called bushido came                later, in the peaceful Tokugawa era, popularized by Nitobe’s 1900 book.
 
SECTION 10
Same Values, Separate Worlds
A Genuine Parallel, Not Copying
Knights and samurai never met; their similar codes arose               , from similar needs, not from one culture copying the other.
Historians call this a genuine                - two distant cultures reaching similar answers on their own, not borrowing.
 
SECTION 11
The Ideal and the Reality
Ideal Versus Reality
Chivalry and bushido describe how a warrior                behave - loyal, honorable, and brave - not how every warrior really acted.
Treat the codes as                that these cultures admired, not proof that every knight or samurai lived up to them.
 
SECTION 12
How Do We Know?
Sourcing the Warrior Ideal
Much of what we know comes from                like Ramon Llull’s Book of the Order of Chivalry and from war tales that teach the ideal.
Historians do not simply trust these sources; they                them against court records, laws, and letters.
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