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Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
		SLIDE 1
	John Locke and Natural Rights


On-slide summary: John Locke and Natural Rights; How Locke argued that government exists to protect life, liberty, and property, and rests on the consent of the governed
TALKING POINTS
	•  Ask students: if a government took away your freedom, what would give you the right to object?
•  Preview the lesson's one big idea: government exists to protect natural rights, so its power comes from the people, not from a king.
	
	•  Explain that Locke's answer to 'where do rights come from?' still shapes modern democracies, which means his ideas matter far beyond the 1600s.



	BACKGROUND
•  The lesson centers on Locke's claim that people are born with natural rights.
•  Locke argued government exists to protect those rights, not to rule over people.
•  Legitimate power rests on the consent of the governed.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Where do you think a person's basic rights come from?
•  What is the main job of a government?
•  Can a government be legitimate if the people do not agree to it?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.






		SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain Locke's natural rights: life, liberty, and property; Explain that government exists to protect natural rights
TALKING POINTS
	•  Connect target 3 to the phrase students will keep meeting: consent of the governed.
•  Stress that target 5 asks for accuracy, because Jefferson adapted Locke's words rather than copying them.
	
	•  Ask students which target they expect to be hardest to back up with evidence, and why?



	BACKGROUND
•  Targets 1 and 2 define natural rights and the purpose of government.
•  Target 3 introduces consent of the governed.
•  Target 5 asks for an accurate account of Locke's influence, not a claim that Jefferson copied him.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target names Locke's three natural rights?
•  Which target explains what makes a government legitimate?
•  Why does target 5 say 'influenced' rather than 'copied'?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the target slide.






		SLIDE 3
	Who Was John Locke?


On-slide summary: Who Was John Locke?; John Locke was an English philosopher who lived from 1632 to 1704.; He is often called the Father of Liberalism.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Anchor Locke's dates, 1632 to 1704, and the nickname Father of Liberalism.
•  Explain that Locke's idea that government should protect people, not rule them, is what drives every later part of this lesson.
	
	•  Ask: if rights come simply from being human, then can any king truly hand them out or take them away?



	BACKGROUND
•  Locke lived from 1632 to 1704.
•  He is often called the Father of Liberalism.
•  His central claim is that people are born with natural rights.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does it matter that Locke said rights come with being human?
•  What years did Locke live?
•  What is Locke often called?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: philosopher; Liberalism; natural rights; protect.






		SLIDE 4
	John Locke, portrait by Godfrey Kneller (1697)


On-slide summary: John Locke, portrait by Godfrey Kneller (1697); John Locke, painted by Godfrey Kneller, 1697
TALKING POINTS
	•  Note the portrait was painted in 1697 by Godfrey Kneller, a leading portrait painter of the age.
•  Explain that the image humanizes Locke but cannot prove any of his ideas by itself.
	
	•  Ask: what do we learn about Locke from a painting, and what can we only learn from his writing?



	BACKGROUND
•  The portrait was painted by Godfrey Kneller in 1697.
•  It shows Locke late in his life.
•  Use it as a reference image, not as evidence for an idea.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What can a period portrait add that written evidence cannot?
•  Who painted this portrait, and when?
•  Why is a portrait not proof of any idea?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the image slide.






		SLIDE 5
	England in 1689


On-slide summary: England in 1689; Key Concept: Locke rejected the divine right of kings and argued that political power comes from the people.; Kings vs. Parliament
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define divine right plainly: the claim that God, not the people, gave the king his power.
•  Explain that Locke wrote right after the Glorious Revolution of 1688, so his book defended limiting the king's power.
	
	•  Ask: if power comes from the people instead of from God, then what happens to a king who ignores the people?



	BACKGROUND
•  Divine right of kings meant God gave the king absolute power.
•  The Glorious Revolution of 1688 limited royal power.
•  Locke published the Two Treatises of Government in 1689.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would kings prefer the idea of divine right?
•  What did the divine right of kings claim?
•  In what year did Locke publish his Two Treatises?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: divine; Glorious; 1689; people.






		SLIDE 6
	The State of Nature and the Law of Nature


On-slide summary: The State of Nature and the Law of Nature; The state of nature is how Locke pictured life before any government existed.; In the state of nature, all people are free and equal.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the state of nature simply: imagine people with no government at all, all free and equal.
•  Stress that a law of nature still applies, because reason tells everyone not to harm another's life, liberty, or possessions.
	
	•  Ask: if people already have rights before any government exists, then why would they ever create one?



	BACKGROUND
•  The state of nature is life before any government.
•  In it, people are free and equal.
•  The law of nature says no one should harm another's life, health, liberty, or possessions.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does starting with the state of nature matter for Locke's argument?
•  What is the state of nature?
•  What does the law of nature forbid?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: state; equal; law; liberty.






		SLIDE 7
	Natural Rights: Life, Liberty, and Property


On-slide summary: Natural Rights: Life, Liberty, and Property; Key Concept: Locke's three natural rights are life, liberty, and property; they belong to people, not the government.; Rights You Are Born With
TALKING POINTS
	•  Anchor the three natural rights in order: life, liberty, and property.
•  Explain that because these rights come from being human, no king can rightly grant or remove them, which is what makes them natural.
	
	•  Ask: which of the three rights - life, liberty, or property - do you think governments today argue about most, and why?



	BACKGROUND
•  Natural rights belong to people simply for being human.
•  Locke's three natural rights are life, liberty, and property.
•  The rights are not granted by any government.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is 'born with' the key phrase in Locke's idea of natural rights?
•  What are Locke's three natural rights?
•  Who grants natural rights, according to Locke?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: natural; liberty; property; government.






		SLIDE 8
	The Second Treatise of Government (1689)


On-slide summary: The Second Treatise of Government (1689); In 1689 Locke published the Two Treatises of Government.; The Second Treatise explains where government comes from and what it is for.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Anchor the date 1689 and the title Two Treatises of Government.
•  Explain the social contract as a deal: people agree to form a government so that it will protect their rights.
	
	•  Ask: if government comes from an agreement, then what should happen when one side breaks the deal?



	BACKGROUND
•  Locke published the Two Treatises of Government in 1689.
•  The Second Treatise explains the origin and purpose of government.
•  People form government through a social contract.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does it matter that people set up government by agreement?
•  What is a social contract?
•  Where does government get its power, according to Locke?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Two; social contract; agreement; consent.






		SLIDE 9
	Title Page of Locke's Two Treatises of Government


On-slide summary: Title Page of Locke's Two Treatises of Government; Title page of Two Treatises of Government, first edition (published 1689); Two Treatises of Government
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out that this is the actual first-edition title page, published in 1689.
•  Explain that Locke first published the work anonymously, because defending limits on royal power could be dangerous.
	
	•  Ask: what does it tell us that a writer would hide his name to publish an idea about government?



	BACKGROUND
•  This is the title page of the first edition of the Two Treatises.
•  The book was published in 1689 and printed with an anonymous author.
•  The Second Treatise is Book II of this work.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does an original title page show us about a book?
•  In what year was the book published?
•  Why might Locke have published it anonymously?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the image slide.






		SLIDE 10
	Why Government Exists: To Protect Rights


On-slide summary: Why Government Exists: To Protect Rights; According to Locke, government exists to protect the people's natural rights.; The main purpose of government is to protect life, liberty, and property.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame government as a tool: its job is to protect life, liberty, and property, so it serves the people.
•  Explain that a government is legitimate only when its power is justified, which for Locke means it actually protects rights.
	
	•  Ask: if the only purpose of government is to protect rights, then what is a government worth if it attacks them?



	BACKGROUND
•  Government's purpose is to protect natural rights.
•  It protects life, liberty, and property.
•  A legitimate government is justified because it protects rights.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does Locke describe government as a tool for the people?
•  What is the main purpose of government?
•  What makes a government legitimate?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: protect; property; serves; legitimate.






		SLIDE 11
	Consent of the Governed


On-slide summary: Consent of the Governed; Key Concept: Legitimate power rests on the consent of the governed - the people agree to be ruled.; Power From the People
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define consent of the governed plainly: the government rules only because the people agree to let it.
•  Explain that if the people are the true source of power, then they can also withdraw it, which sets up the right of revolution.
	
	•  Ask: in a country today, how do the people actually give or withdraw their consent?



	BACKGROUND
•  Government's power comes from the consent of the governed.
•  Consent of the governed means the people agree to be ruled.
•  The people are the true source of political power.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is consent the key to legitimate power for Locke?
•  What does consent of the governed mean?
•  Who is the true source of political power?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: governed; agree; consent; source.






		SLIDE 12
	The Right of Revolution


On-slide summary: The Right of Revolution; Key Concept: If a government fails to protect rights, the people have the right of revolution to replace it.; When Government Fails
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the right of revolution as the last step of Locke's logic: rights first, government to protect them, and removal when it fails.
•  Stress that Locke ties revolution to a broken contract, so it is a response to abuse, not just disagreement.
	
	•  Ask: how might a government losing its legitimacy look different from a government simply being unpopular?



	BACKGROUND
•  The right of revolution lets people replace a failed government.
•  Destroying rights breaks the social contract.
•  A government that breaks the contract loses legitimacy.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does Locke's argument lead to a right of revolution?
•  What is the right of revolution?
•  What does a government lose when it breaks the social contract?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: change; right; social contract; legitimacy.






		SLIDE 13
	Locke's Influence on the American Revolution


On-slide summary: Locke's Influence on the American Revolution; Locke's ideas spread across Europe and to the American colonies.; Thomas Jefferson used Locke's ideas in the Declaration of Independence (1776).
TALKING POINTS
	•  Set the two phrases side by side: Locke's 'life, liberty, and property' and Jefferson's 'life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.'
•  Stress the honest history: Jefferson adapted and reworded Locke, so students should say 'influenced,' not 'copied.'
	
	•  Ask: why might Jefferson have chosen 'the pursuit of happiness' instead of Locke's word 'property'?



	BACKGROUND
•  Jefferson used Locke's ideas in the 1776 Declaration of Independence.
•  Jefferson wrote 'life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.'
•  That phrase adapts Locke's 'life, liberty, and property,' rather than copying it.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it more accurate to say Jefferson adapted Locke than that he copied him?
•  What phrase did Jefferson write in the Declaration?
•  What does the Declaration say governments get from the governed?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Jefferson; happiness; property; governed.






		SLIDE 14
	The Declaration of Independence (1776)


On-slide summary: The Declaration of Independence (1776); The Declaration of Independence, from the 1823 William Stone engraving; Consent of the governed
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out that this famous image is the 1823 Stone engraving, made to preserve the 1776 Declaration.
•  Explain that Locke's ideas appear here in adapted form, which is why we say he influenced it rather than wrote it.
	
	•  Ask: how does seeing the real document change how you think about ideas that started almost a century earlier with Locke?



	BACKGROUND
•  The image is the 1823 Stone engraving of the Declaration of Independence.
•  The Declaration was adopted in 1776.
•  It reflects Locke's ideas in adapted form.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What can an original founding document show a history student?
•  In what year was the Declaration adopted?
•  Why is this document connected to Locke?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the image slide.






		SLIDE 15
	Reference Guide: Locke's Core Ideas


On-slide summary: Reference Guide: Locke's Core Ideas; natural rights; Rights that belong to every person simply because they are human, not granted by any government.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Group natural rights with life, liberty, and property, because the second names the first three.
•  Explain that the state of nature and the law of nature are Locke's starting point, which is why every other idea builds on them.
	
	•  Ask: which single term here explains why a government's power can be called legitimate, and why?



	BACKGROUND
•  All five definitions match the glossary exactly.
•  These terms cover Locke's rights and his starting point.
•  Consent of the governed names the source of legitimacy.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which term names the three rights Locke said people are born with?
•  What is the state of nature?
•  What does consent of the governed mean?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Five vocabulary blanks use the exact glossary definitions.






		SLIDE 16
	Reference Guide: Government by Consent


On-slide summary: Reference Guide: Government by Consent; social contract; An agreement in which people form a government to protect their rights.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Connect social contract to legitimate government, because the contract is what makes government's power justified.
•  Group the Second Treatise with the right of revolution, since the book is where Locke argues both the purpose of government and the people's right to replace it.
	
	•  Ask: why is careful agreement, rather than force, the term that best captures how Locke says government should begin?



	BACKGROUND
•  All five definitions match the glossary exactly.
•  These terms cover the social contract and legitimacy.
•  The right of revolution is the people's last resort.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which term names the agreement behind government?
•  What is the right of revolution?
•  Which book argued that government exists to protect natural rights?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Five vocabulary blanks use the exact glossary definitions.






		SLIDE 17
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Locke argued people are born with natural rights: life, liberty, and property.; Government exists to protect those rights, not to rule over people.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Review the chain of ideas: natural rights, government to protect them, consent, and the right of revolution.
•  Ask: which takeaway would you choose as Locke's single most important idea, and why?
	
	•  End on the big picture: Locke's answer to where power comes from still shapes modern democracies, which is why he is on this list.



	BACKGROUND
•  Every takeaway is supported by the lesson's evidence.
•  Natural rights and consent are the central ideas.
•  Locke influenced, but did not write, the Declaration.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which single idea best captures Locke's argument, and why?
•  What are Locke's three natural rights?
•  Why is 'influenced' the accurate word for Locke and the Declaration?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the closing slide.
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