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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain Locke's idea of natural rights - life, liberty, and property - and that they belong to people simply because they are human.
2. Explain that government exists to protect the people's natural rights.
3. Explain that legitimate government rests on the consent of the governed.
4. Describe Locke's state of nature, law of nature, and social contract.
5. Explain, accurately, how Locke's ideas influenced the American Declaration of Independence.

SECTION 1
Who Was John Locke?
An English Philosopher of Rights
John Locke was an English philosopher who lived from 1632 to 1704.
Many people call Locke the Father of Liberalism for his ideas about rights.
Locke argued that all people are born with natural rights, which no king grants.
Locke believed government should protect the people, not rule over them.
 
SECTION 2
England in 1689
Kings, Parliament, and a Revolution
Many kings claimed the divine right of kings, meaning God gave them absolute power.
In 1688 the Glorious Revolution placed limits on royal power in England.
Locke published his Two Treatises of Government in 1689, defending limits on the king.
Locke argued that power comes from the people, not from God-given kingship.
 
SECTION 3
The State of Nature and the Law of Nature
Rights Before Government
The state of nature is how Locke imagined people living before any government existed.
In the state of nature, all people are free and equal under the law of nature.
A law of nature says that no one should harm another.
No one ought to harm another in his life, health, liberty, or possessions.
 
SECTION 4
Natural Rights: Life, Liberty, and Property
Rights You Are Born With
natural rights belong to every person simply because they are human.
Locke named three natural rights: life, liberty, and property.
Along with life and liberty, Locke's third natural right is property, which no government grants.
Natural rights are not granted by any king or government, according to Locke.
 
SECTION 5
The Second Treatise of Government (1689)
Government by Social Contract
In 1689 Locke published the Two Treatises of Government.
Locke argued that people set up government through a social contract, an agreement to protect rights.
A social contract is an agreement to form a government that protects rights.
Government gets its power from the consent of the people, not from force.
 
SECTION 6
Why Government Exists: To Protect Rights
A Tool That Serves the People
According to Locke, government exists to protect the people's natural rights.
Government's main purpose is to protect life, liberty, and property, the three natural rights.
Locke described government as a tool that serves the people.
A legitimate government is one whose power is justified because it protects rights.
 
SECTION 7
Consent of the Governed
The People Are the Source of Power
Locke said government's power comes from the consent of the governed, meaning the people.
Consent of the governed means the people agree to be ruled.
No one can be ruled by a government without his own consent.
Because the people give power to government, they are its true source of political power.
 
SECTION 8
The Right of Revolution
When Government Fails
Locke said people may change a government that fails to protect their rights.
The idea that people may replace a failed government is called the right of revolution.
A government that destroys people's rights breaks the social contract it was built on.
A government that breaks the contract loses its legitimacy, so the people may replace it.
 
SECTION 9
Locke's Influence on the American Revolution
Adapted, Not Copied
Thomas Jefferson used Locke's ideas in the Declaration of Independence in 1776.
Jefferson wrote of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness in the Declaration.
Jefferson adapted Locke's words life, liberty, and property into his own famous phrase.
The Declaration says governments get their power from the consent of the governed, echoing Locke.
 
SECTION 10
Reference Guide: Locke's Core Ideas
Five Exact Definitions
natural rights: Rights that belong to every person simply because they are human, not granted by any government.
life, liberty, and property: The three natural rights Locke said every person is born with.
state of nature: Locke's idea of how people live, free and equal, before any government exists.
law of nature: The moral rule that no one ought to harm another in his life, health, liberty, or possessions.
consent of the governed: The idea that a government's power is legitimate only when the people agree to be ruled.
 
SECTION 11
Reference Guide: Government by Consent
Five Exact Definitions
social contract: An agreement in which people form a government to protect their rights.
legitimate government: A government whose power is justified because it protects rights and rests on the people's consent.
Second Treatise of Government: Locke's 1689 book arguing that government exists to protect natural rights.
right of revolution: Locke's idea that people may replace a government that fails to protect their rights.
John Locke: The English philosopher (1632-1704) who argued for natural rights and government by consent.
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