	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
ICE AGE CAVE ART


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Ice Age Cave Art


On-slide summary: Ice Age Cave Art; Read the painted walls of Ice Age caves to discover what early humans hunted, how they lived, and what they may have believed.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open by telling students these cave paintings are tens of thousands of years old - some of the oldest art on Earth.
•  Preview the big skill: reading pictures like evidence, since Ice Age people left no writing at all.
	
	•  Ask: what could a painted animal on a cave wall tell us about the people who made it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Opens the cave art lesson: the oldest surviving human art, left on cave walls by Ice Age people with no writing to explain it.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Ice Age Cave Art classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Have you ever seen a photo of a cave painting of an animal?
•  What could a painting teach us about people who left no writing behind?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Describe Ice Age cave art and how it was made.; Explain what cave art reveals about daily life and hunting.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk through the four targets: describe the art, then read it for daily life, belief, and as a primary source.
•  Point out the lesson moves from what the art looks like to what it reveals about people.
	
	•  Ask: which is more interesting to you - how they made the paint, or what the paintings meant?



	BACKGROUND
•  Preview the four goals; stress moving from describing the art to using it as evidence about people.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target sounds most interesting to you?
•  How can a picture be used as evidence, like a clue?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	What Is Cave Art?


On-slide summary: What Is Cave Art?; Cave art; Paintings, drawings, and engravings that Ice Age people made on the walls of caves.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define cave art, the Ice Age, and the Paleolithic together so students place the art in deep time.
•  Stress this art is older than writing, cities, and farming - made by hunter-gatherers.
	
	•  Ask: how is painting deep in a cave different from painting on paper at a desk today?
•  Extension: the oldest cave art is over 30,000 years old, found mostly in France and Spain.



	BACKGROUND
•  Cave art is far older than writing, cities, or farming - it comes from hunter-gatherers of the Old Stone Age.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Is Cave Art? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How is painting on a cave wall different from painting on paper today?
•  Why do you think the art survived for so many thousands of years?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CAVE ART (paintings on cave walls), ICE AGE (cold period covered in ice), PALEOLITHIC (Old Stone Age, stone tools).



	SLIDE 4
	Making the Paint


On-slide summary: Making the Paint; Ochre; A natural earth pigment, usually red or yellow, used to paint animals.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain ochre (red and yellow earth) and charcoal (black) as the pigments ground into paint.
•  Point out they mixed pigment with water, fat, or saliva and applied it by finger, brush, or blowing.
	
	•  Ask: where in nature would Ice Age people have found red and yellow earth to grind up?



	BACKGROUND
•  The chemistry is simple but deliberate: iron-rich earth for red and yellow, burnt wood for black - and it has lasted 30,000+ years.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Making the Paint classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Where would Ice Age people have found red and yellow earth?
•  Why might they have mixed the powder with fat or water?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: OCHRE (red or yellow earth pigment), PIGMENT (colored material for paint).



	SLIDE 5
	Painting and Engraving


On-slide summary: Painting and Engraving; Engraving; A figure carved or scratched into rock or bone instead of painted.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain engraving (scratched into rock or bone with flint) versus painting with pigment.
•  Describe the hand stencil method: press a hand to the wall and blow pigment around it.
	
	•  Ask: a hand stencil is almost like a signature - what might the artist have been saying with it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Engraving and stenciling show a range of techniques - the same people painted, carved, and left hand prints.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Painting and Engraving classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might an artist carve a figure instead of painting it?
•  What does a hand stencil feel like the artist was saying?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: ENGRAVING (carved or scratched into rock or bone), HAND STENCIL (blow pigment around a hand).



	SLIDE 6
	What They Painted


On-slide summary: What They Painted; Most cave art shows large animals: horses, bison, deer, aurochs, and mammoths.; These were the very animals Ice Age people hunted for food.
TALKING POINTS
	•  List the common subjects: horses, bison, deer, aurochs, and mammoths - all hunted animals.
•  Stress that humans almost never appear, which is a big clue to the art's purpose.
	
	•  Ask: why do you think animals, not people, cover the cave walls?
•  Set up the next slide: the painted bison of Altamira in Spain.



	BACKGROUND
•  The overwhelming focus on hunted animals - and near-absence of humans - is a major clue to the art's purpose.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What They Painted classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why do you think animals, not people, fill the cave walls?
•  What does painting an animal so realistically tell us about the artist?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: ANIMALS most often shown, and the animals people HUNTED for food.



	SLIDE 7
	The Painted Bison of Altamira


On-slide summary: The Painted Bison of Altamira; A bison painted on the Altamira cave ceiling in red ochre and black pigment.; Painted bison
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students a quiet moment to observe the bison's shape and lifelike detail before discussing.
•  Point out the red ochre and black pigment and how the artist used the natural rock bumps for the body.
	
	•  Ask: what does this careful, realistic bison tell us about how closely the artist watched real animals?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Painted Bison of Altamira classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Painted Bison of Altamira in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Painted Bison of Altamira



	SLIDE 8
	Why Did They Paint? Belief and Ritual


On-slide summary: Why Did They Paint? Belief and Ritual; Sympathetic magic; The belief that making an image of an animal could give hunters power over the real animal.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define sympathetic magic: making an image to gain power over the real hunted animal.
•  Point out the art is often deep in dark caves, suggesting ritual rather than decoration.
	
	•  Ask: why might painting a bison have felt powerful to a hunter before the hunt?
•  Extension: other ideas include teaching, storytelling, and connecting with a spirit world.



	BACKGROUND
•  We cannot ask Ice Age people why they painted, so purpose is inferred - a good chance to model how historians reason from evidence.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why Did They Paint? Belief and Ritual classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would painting a hunted animal feel powerful to a hunter?
•  What does painting deep in a dark cave suggest about the art's purpose?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SYMPATHETIC MAGIC (image gives power over the animal), and painting in deep, DARK caves suggests ceremony.



	SLIDE 9
	What Cave Art Reveals About Daily Life


On-slide summary: What Cave Art Reveals About Daily Life; The animals painted tell us what Ice Age people hunted and ate.; Careful, lifelike details show how closely they observed the natural world.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Connect the painted animals directly to what Ice Age people hunted and ate.
•  Explain that painting deep in the dark took firelight, planning, and teamwork - proof of cooperation.
	
	•  Ask: why is the ability to paint a symbol such an important step in human development?



	BACKGROUND
•  Cave art is one of the earliest hard proofs of symbolic thought - the ability to let one thing stand for another.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Cave Art Reveals About Daily Life classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does the choice of animals tell us about their diet?
•  Why does painting in a dark cave show planning and teamwork?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: the animals show what people hunted and ATE; deep-cave painting required firelight, planning, and TEAMWORK.



	SLIDE 10
	Studying Cave Art


On-slide summary: Studying Cave Art; Archaeologist; A scientist who studies the human past by digging up and analyzing physical remains.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define archaeologist and explain dating cave art by testing charcoal and reading floor layers.
•  Define primary source and stress cave art is direct evidence from the people themselves.
	
	•  Ask: why is a cave painting a stronger source than a legend written down thousands of years later?



	BACKGROUND
•  Cave art is an unusually pure primary source: it comes straight from the people, with no later writer in between.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Studying Cave Art classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How can scientists tell how old a painting is?
•  Why is a cave painting a stronger source than a legend told much later?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: ARCHAEOLOGIST (studies physical remains), PRIMARY SOURCE (record from the time, like a cave painting).



	SLIDE 11
	Reconstructing Ice Age Life


On-slide summary: Reconstructing Ice Age Life; The art itself; Cave paintings are a primary source made by Ice Age people.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the core skill: pair the cave art (a primary source) with scientific study of the site.
•  Show what each adds - the art shows subjects and hints at belief; dating and excavation give age and context.
	
	•  Ask: why is combining the painting with scientific study more reliable than either one alone?



	BACKGROUND
•  This is the lesson's core history skill: combine the object itself with scientific study to build a reliable reconstruction.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Reconstructing Ice Age Life classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What can the painting show that dating cannot, and the reverse?
•  Why is combining evidence better than trusting one source?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: the art is a PRIMARY SOURCE; dating and EXCAVATION add what images alone cannot tell.



	SLIDE 12
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Ice Age people made cave art - painted and engraved animals - across Europe.; They made paint from ochre and charcoal and even blew hand stencils.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Recap the four takeaways and return to cave art as a primary source about Ice Age life.
•  Preview that the activity's Part 4 has students read an 1874 account of these cave discoveries.
	
	•  Ask: what is the single biggest thing cave art proves about early humans?



	BACKGROUND
•  Close by returning to the historian skill: reading a picture as evidence about people who left no writing.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway will you remember longest?
•  What is the biggest thing cave art proves about early humans?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Ties together every Reference Guide term from the lesson.
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