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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Describe what Ice Age cave art looked like and how it was made using pigments, engraving, and hand stencils.
2. Explain what cave art reveals about Ice Age daily life and the animals people hunted.
3. Analyze what cave art suggests about early human belief, ritual, and symbolic thinking.
4. Analyze how archaeologists use cave art as a primary source to reconstruct the distant past.

SECTION 1
What Is Cave Art?
The Oldest Art in the World
CAVE ART is the paintings, drawings, and engravings that Ice Age people made on the walls of caves.
The ICE AGE was a long, cold period when much of Earth was covered in ice and early humans made cave art.
The PALEOLITHIC, or Old Stone Age, was the long period when humans used stone tools and made cave art.
 
SECTION 2
Making the Paint
Colors from the Earth
OCHRE is a natural earth pigment, usually red or yellow, that Ice Age artists used to paint animals.
A PIGMENT is a colored material, such as ochre or charcoal, used to make paint.
 
SECTION 3
Painting and Engraving
More Than Painting
An ENGRAVING is a figure carved or scratched into rock or bone instead of painted.
A HAND STENCIL is a print made by pressing a hand on the wall and blowing pigment around it.
 
SECTION 4
What They Painted
A Wall of Animals
Most Ice Age cave art shows large animals such as horses, bison, deer, and mammoths.
These were the very animals that Ice Age people hunted for food.
 
SECTION 5
Why Did They Paint? Belief and Ritual
Art and Belief
SYMPATHETIC MAGIC is the belief that making an image of an animal could give hunters power over the real animal.
Because many painted caves are deep and dark, historians think the art was made for ceremonies, not just decoration.
 
SECTION 6
What Cave Art Reveals About Daily Life
Evidence of How They Lived
The animals in cave art tell us what Ice Age people hunted and ate.
Painting deep inside dark caves required firelight, planning, and teamwork.
 
SECTION 7
Studying Cave Art
How We Know
An ARCHAEOLOGIST is a scientist who studies the human past by digging up and analyzing physical remains.
A PRIMARY SOURCE is a record or object from the time being studied, such as a cave painting or an eyewitness account.
 
SECTION 8
Reconstructing Ice Age Life
Two Kinds of Evidence
Historians reconstruct Ice Age life by combining the cave art itself, a PRIMARY source, with the archaeologist’s scientific study.
The cave paintings are a primary source made by Ice Age people, while dating and excavation add what the images alone cannot tell.
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