	MEDIA LITERACY
HOW WE KNOW WHAT HAPPENED: THE EVIDENCE RECORD
 ANSWER KEY   GUIDED NOTES



LEARNING TARGETS
1. Sort evidence into three kinds: things, records, and words.
2. Explain why a second source makes a claim stronger.
3. Describe how a lab test checks an event no one can repeat.
4. Put events in order using time stamps on photos.
5. Explain why a good report says what it left out.

SECTION 1
A Day That Cannot Be Rerun
Repeats a trial until a pattern holds.
September 11, 2001 happened once, and only once.
 
SECTION 2
Gathering What Survives
Materials - Things recovered and preserved for direct examination.
Paperwork - Made at the time, before anyone knew what would matter later.
 
SECTION 3
How Investigators Sort What Survives
Physical evidence is an object you can hold, weigh, or test in a lab.
A documentary record is a log, tape, memo, or file made when an event happened.
 
SECTION 4
What People Can Tell Investigators
Testimony is what a witness says happened, given in answer to questions.
A primary source is a document someone made with direct knowledge of the event.
 
SECTION 5
What 236 Pieces of Steel Could Show
Total tower steel: 200,000 tons - The scale investigators worked against
How a piece was placed: Stamped markings - Method for tracing a piece's likely location
 
SECTION 6
Knowing Where a Thing Came From
Provenance is the traceable origin of an object, showing where it came from.
Chain of custody is the written trail of who held an item and when they held it.
 
SECTION 7
An Archive Built From the Public
6,977 video segments - Collected from many sources into one searchable archive.
Publicly supplied - Much of the material came from the public, not federal files alone.
 
SECTION 8
How Investigators Fixed the Time
Extend outward: Matched smoke plumes, shadows, and falling objects across many recordings.
Report the accuracy: 3,032 photographs and 2,673 clips reached 3 seconds of accuracy or better.
 
SECTION 9
Why a Second Source Matters
One source can be honestly wrong; a second source is how investigators check it.
Corroboration is a check that finds the same fact in a second, separate source.
 
SECTION 10
A Second Investigation, A Different Question
Asked how the buildings behaved.
Created by Public Law 107-306, Nov. 27, 2002.
 
SECTION 11
The Commission Working Method
More than 2.5 million pages examined.
More than 1,200 individuals interviewed.
 
SECTION 12
Testing What You Cannot Repeat
NIST could not rerun the event, so it could not observe the real fires directly.
Reconstruction - a rebuilt copy of conditions, used to test what could happen.
 
SECTION 13
From Test to Model
Real conditions, burned under instruments.
Produces hard, measured data.
 
SECTION 14
Claims You Can Actually Check
Falsifiable: stated exactly enough that a finding could prove it wrong.
Vague: 'It explains everything.' Precise: 'Accurate to three seconds.'
 
SECTION 15
What the Investigators Said They Did Not Do
A stated limitation is a report's own note about what it did not examine.
Naming your own limits is not weakness - it is what makes a finding trustworthy.
 
SECTION 16
A Checklist You Can Use
What would prove it wrong?: Name the exact finding that would show the claim false.
You watched NIST and the 9/11 Commission apply each of these four questions in this lesson.
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