	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
HOMER AND THE ORAL TRADITION


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Homer and the Oral Tradition


On-slide summary: Homer and the Oral Tradition; How the Iliad and the Odyssey survived 400 years with no writing - kept alive by memory and performance.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the driving puzzle: a poem as long as the Odyssey survived about 400 years with no writing at all. How is that even possible?
•  Preview the answer: an oral tradition of bards who performed the epics aloud from memory, using memory tools students will learn to name.
	
	•  Flag the second honest mystery up front: we do not actually know who 'Homer' was - that open question is called the Homeric Question.
•  Set the tone: this lesson is about how stories travel through time by voice, and about being honest when the evidence runs out.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Homer and the Oral Tradition classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Homer and the Oral Tradition in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Homer and the Oral Tradition



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; How the Iliad and Odyssey survived 400 years with no writing; The poet's memory tools: formulas and epithets, and how writing was lost
TALKING POINTS
	•  The three targets preview the whole lesson: how the Iliad and Odyssey survived 400 years with no writing, the memory tools of formulas and epithets, and the open Homeric Question.
•  The key skill is the third target, because the evidence for a single author runs out: students should be able to say we genuinely do not know who Homer was.
	
	•  Note that the memory tools in the second target - formulas and epithets - are exactly what let bards perform the epics from memory for 400 years.
•  Discussion question: which of these targets sounds hardest to prove with evidence, and why might 'we do not know' be the honest answer about who Homer was?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Learning Targets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: How the Iliad and Odyssey survived 400 years with no writing



	SLIDE 3
	What Is an Oral Tradition?


On-slide summary: What Is an Oral Tradition?; Key Concept: An ORAL TRADITION passes epics by spoken performance and memory; a BARD sang them aloud from memory, often to the lyre.; Stories Kept Alive by Voice
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define ORAL TRADITION from the callout: passing stories and poems by spoken performance and memory, with no writing involved at all.
•  Define a BARD (Greek aoidos): a trained singer-poet who performed long epics from memory, usually to a lyre or kithara.
	
	•  Make the strangeness concrete: audiences HEARD the epics; there was no book to read or check - the poem existed only while it was sung.
•  Discussion question: what songs or stories do students know entirely by heart? Use that to make ancient memory-performance feel possible.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Is an Oral Tradition? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What Is an Oral Tradition? in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: What Is an Oral Tradition?



	SLIDE 4
	An Ancient Greek Singer and His Kithara


On-slide summary: An Ancient Greek Singer and His Kithara; Attic red-figure vase: a singer performs with a kithara (a large lyre); the singer or bard
TALKING POINTS
	•  Let students study the vase for 30 seconds. Ask what the figure is doing and what he is holding.
•  Connect the image to slide 3: this is the oral tradition in action - a live singer with a lyre performing from memory, not reading a book.
	
	•  Point to the kithara: bards played this large lyre as they sang, and painted pottery like this is part of how we know they did.
•  Discussion prompt: how would performing to a steady musical beat help a singer keep his place in a poem thousands of lines long?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make An Ancient Greek Singer and His Kithara classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain An Ancient Greek Singer and His Kithara in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: An Ancient Greek Singer and His Kithara



	SLIDE 5
	The Lost Script: Linear B and the Bronze Age Collapse


On-slide summary: The Lost Script: Linear B and the Bronze Age Collapse; Key Concept: The Mycenaean Greeks wrote in LINEAR B, but that script was lost when the palaces fell in the BRONZE Age collapse around 1200 BCE.; Greece Once Had Writing
TALKING POINTS
	•  Correct a common assumption: Greece DID have writing before the Dark Age - the Mycenaean script LINEAR B, used mainly for palace records.
•  Define the BRONZE Age collapse from the callout: the wave of destruction around 1200 BCE that toppled the Mycenaean palaces.
	
	•  Land the key link: when the palaces fell, Linear B was lost with them - writing depended on the palace scribes, so it vanished too.
•  Discussion question: if the only writing a society has is tied to its government offices, what happens to writing when that government collapses?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Lost Script: Linear B and the Bronze Age Collapse classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Lost Script: Linear B and the Bronze Age Collapse in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Lost Script: Linear B and the Bronze Age Collapse



	SLIDE 6
	A Mycenaean Linear B Clay Tablet


On-slide summary: A Mycenaean Linear B Clay Tablet; A Mycenaean Linear B clay tablet - a script lost around 1200 BCE; the incised sign-script
TALKING POINTS
	•  Let students study the tablet for 30 seconds. Ask what they notice about the marks pressed into the clay.
•  Connect the image to slide 5: this is LINEAR B, the palace-record script that existed before 1200 BCE and was lost in the Bronze Age collapse.
	
	•  Share the irony: many tablets survive only because the fires that destroyed the palaces baked the clay hard - accidental preservation.
•  Discussion prompt: this script recorded lists and inventories, not poems. Why might a society write down its goods but sing its stories?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Mycenaean Linear B Clay Tablet classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Mycenaean Linear B Clay Tablet in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: A Mycenaean Linear B Clay Tablet



	SLIDE 7
	The Greek Dark Age: 400 Years Without Writing


On-slide summary: The Greek Dark Age: 400 Years Without Writing; Greek Dark Age; The GREEK DARK AGE is the roughly 400-year period (about 1100-800 BCE) after the Bronze Age collapse when Greeks had no writing at all.
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the load-bearing number: the GREEK DARK AGE lasted roughly 400 years (about 1100-800 BCE) with no writing at all.
•  Make the gap real: no histories, no letters, no poems on any page - Linear B was gone and nothing replaced it for centuries.
	
	•  Pose the puzzle: with no writing for 400 years, how did the Iliad and Odyssey survive? Answer: bards performed them aloud from memory.
•  Have students say both halves out loud: '400 years, no writing - and the epics still survived, by voice.' Then set up the memory tools.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Greek Dark Age: 400 Years Without Writing classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Greek Dark Age: 400 Years Without Writing in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Greek Dark Age: 400 Years Without Writing



	SLIDE 8
	Formulas and Epithets: The Poet's Toolkit


On-slide summary: Formulas and Epithets: The Poet's Toolkit; Formula; A FORMULA is a repeated, ready-made phrase or line a bard could reuse to fit the poem's rhythm and help him compose and remember during performance.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Correct the biggest misconception: bards did NOT memorize every line word-for-word like an actor learning a script.
•  Define a FORMULA from the callout: a repeated ready-made phrase reused to fit the rhythm and aid both composing and remembering.
	
	•  Define an EPITHET: a fixed descriptive tag like 'rosy-fingered Dawn' or 'swift-footed Achilles' that the bard could drop in as needed.
•  Explain recomposition in performance: each telling was rebuilt live from these building blocks, so no two performances were exactly the same.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Formulas and Epithets: The Poet's Toolkit classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Formulas and Epithets: The Poet's Toolkit in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Formulas and Epithets: The Poet's Toolkit



	SLIDE 9
	Epithets and Meter: 'Rosy-Fingered Dawn'


On-slide summary: Epithets and Meter: 'Rosy-Fingered Dawn'; Key Concept: Fixed EPITHETS like 'rosy-fingered Dawn' were shaped to fit the six-beat DACTYLIC hexameter so a bard could slot them in.; Famous Homeric Epithets
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the real epithets aloud: 'rosy-fingered Dawn,' the 'wine-dark sea,' 'swift-footed Achilles' - authentic, repeated Homeric tags.
•  Define DACTYLIC hexameter simply: the steady six-beat rhythm of Greek epic; every epithet was shaped to fit that beat.
	
	•  Explain the payoff: a bard could slot a ready-made tag into the line instantly without breaking rhythm - the meter carried his memory.
•  Tie it together: formulas plus epithets plus meter are the toolkit that let bards perform enormous poems live for 400 years.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Epithets and Meter: 'Rosy-Fingered Dawn' classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Epithets and Meter: 'Rosy-Fingered Dawn' in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Epithets and Meter: 'Rosy-Fingered Dawn'



	SLIDE 10
	The Alphabet Returns


On-slide summary: The Alphabet Returns; Key Concept: Greeks adapted the PHOENICIAN alphabet around 800 BCE; the epics were written down roughly 750-700 BCE - author and date debated.; Borrowing from the Phoenicians
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the source of Greek writing: around 800 BCE Greeks adapted the PHOENICIAN alphabet into the first true Greek alphabet.
•  The key honesty point: the epics were written down roughly 750-700 BCE, but the exact author and date are DEBATED, so do not say '750 BCE' as settled fact.
	
	•  Stress the order because it matters: the poems lived in oral tradition FIRST and were only later fixed in writing - the tradition came before any text.
•  Discussion question: why does it matter that the Greek alphabet was borrowed from the Phoenicians and returned only around 800 BCE, centuries after Linear B was lost?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Alphabet Returns classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Alphabet Returns in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Alphabet Returns



	SLIDE 11
	The Homeric Question: Who Was Homer?


On-slide summary: The Homeric Question: Who Was Homer?; Homeric Question; The HOMERIC QUESTION is the unresolved debate over who 'Homer' was and how the epics were composed.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the HOMERIC QUESTION from the callout: the unresolved debate over who 'Homer' was and how the epics were composed.
•  Hold all three possibilities: a single poet, several poets, or a name attached to a long tradition - do not let the class collapse it to one.
	
	•  Explain why it stays open: the poems came from centuries of oral performance first, and no reliable record of a single author survives.
•  Name the two forbidden claims out loud: NOT 'Homer was definitely one person' and NOT 'Homer definitely never existed.' The honest answer is 'we do not know.'



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Homeric Question: Who Was Homer? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Homeric Question: Who Was Homer? in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Homeric Question: Who Was Homer?



	SLIDE 12
	The Bard Within the Epic: Demodokos


On-slide summary: The Bard Within the Epic: Demodokos; Key Concept: DEMODOKOS is the blind bard in the Odyssey who sings the Trojan Horse tale from memory - the oral tradition inside the epic.; A Singer Inside the Story
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define DEMODOKOS from the callout: the blind bard in the Odyssey who sings the Trojan Horse tale from memory at the Phaeacian feast.
•  Highlight the meta-move: this is an oral performance shown INSIDE the epic - the poem picturing its own tradition.
	
	•  Point to the emotional turn: the disguised Odysseus weeps to hear his own story sung back to him by a bard who was not there.
•  Preview the Spotlight: students read this scene in Butler's 1900 translation, which uses the Roman name 'Ulysses' for Odysseus.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Bard Within the Epic: Demodokos classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Bard Within the Epic: Demodokos in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Bard Within the Epic: Demodokos



	SLIDE 13
	Why the Oral Tradition Matters


On-slide summary: Why the Oral Tradition Matters; Memory can carry history; The oral tradition shows that a society with no writing can still preserve enormous, detailed stories for centuries.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Land the big point: a society with no writing still preserved the huge Iliad and Odyssey for centuries - memory can carry history.
•  Challenge a bias: the 'Dark Age' Greeks were not simple - carrying epics in memory is a sophisticated cultural skill.
	
	•  Explain the reading caution: because performances were recomposed, the epics are literature shaped over time, not one eyewitness's report.
•  Connect outward: oral tradition is worldwide - many cultures preserved epics, laws, and histories by memory and performance, not just Greece.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why the Oral Tradition Matters classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Why the Oral Tradition Matters in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Why the Oral Tradition Matters



	SLIDE 14
	Weighing the Evidence: What We Can and Cannot Say


On-slide summary: Weighing the Evidence: What We Can and Cannot Say; What we CAN say; The epics survived roughly 400 years of no writing through oral performance, using formulas and epithets that fit the meter.
TALKING POINTS
	•  List the confident facts: 400 years of survival by oral performance, formulas and epithets fitting the meter, Linear B lost ~1200 BCE, alphabet adapted ~800 BCE.
•  Name the forbidden claims because precision matters here: do NOT say we know Homer was one poet, that he never existed, or that he wrote the epics in exactly 750 BCE.
	
	•  The key move is the honest verdict: confident about HOW the epics survived, honest that we do not know WHO 'Homer' was.
•  Discussion question: which fact about Homer feels hardest to leave as 'we do not know,' and why is that honesty still the right answer?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Weighing the Evidence: What We Can and Cannot Say classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Weighing the Evidence: What We Can and Cannot Say in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Weighing the Evidence: What We Can and Cannot Say



	SLIDE 15
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; The Iliad and Odyssey survived ~400 years of no writing by ORAL performance; FORMULAS and EPITHETS ('rosy-fingered Dawn') fit the meter and aided memory
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the four takeaways aloud and check the load-bearing facts: 400 years of oral survival, formulas and epithets, Linear B lost ~1200 BCE, alphabet ~800 BCE.
•  The key anchor to reinforce: the Homeric Question stays open because the poems came from centuries of oral tradition and no record of a single author survives.
	
	•  Discussion question: after this lesson, how would you answer a friend who says 'Homer wrote the Odyssey in 750 BCE'?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: The Iliad and Odyssey survived ~400 years of no writing by ORAL performance
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