	WORLD HISTORY
HOMER AND THE ORAL TRADITION
QUIZ  (10 MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS)



	Name:  
	Date:  
	Period:  



	
	Directions: Choose the best answer for each question.



	1.
	What is an 'oral tradition'?



	A. The practice of passing stories and poems by spoken performance and memory, without writing them down

	

	B. A collection of ancient Greek and Roman books that were copied by hand in Medieval monasteries across Europe

	

	C. A law requiring all poems to be carved or inscribed in stone monuments

	

	D. A style of painting found on Greek vases


Answer:
	2.
	Before the epics were written down, how were the Iliad and the Odyssey kept alive for centuries?



	A. They were printed in books and sold across Greece
	B. They were carved onto the walls of temples

	
	

	C. Bards performed them aloud from memory to live audiences
	D. They were stored as Linear B tablets in palace libraries


Answer:

	3.
	What is an epithet in Homeric poetry?



	A. A long speech given by a hero before battle
	B. A fixed epithet phrase like 'rosy-fingered Dawn'

	
	

	C. The name of the god who inspires the poet
	D. A written summary placed at the start of each book


Answer:
	4.
	Why did bards use formulas - repeated, ready-made phrases - when performing?



	A. To make the poems much shorter and easier for bards to finish performing quickly

	

	B. Because the law required every poet and bard to use the exact same words and phrases in their performances

	

	C. To hide the true meaning of the story from outsiders

	

	D. The phrases fit the poem's rhythm and helped the bard compose and remember during live performance


Answer:
	5.
	What was Linear B, and what happened to it?



	A. The Greek alphabet still used today; it spread across the world

	

	B. The Mycenaean Greeks' syllable-based script, used mainly for palace records; it was lost when the palaces collapsed around 1200 BCE

	

	C. A code invented by bards to protect their poems

	

	D. The Phoenician writing system the Greeks never adopted


Answer:

	6.
	During the roughly 400-year Greek Dark Age (about 1100-800 BCE), writing in Greece was:



	A. More common than ever, with books in every home throughout Greece

	

	B. Limited to a new alphabet borrowed from Egypt

	

	C. Used only to write down the Iliad and the Odyssey, the most important Greek epic poems

	

	D. Absent - Greeks had no writing at all, yet the epics survived by oral performance


Answer:
	7.
	Where did the Greek alphabet come from, and roughly when?



	A. It was adapted from the Phoenician alphabet around 800 BCE
	B. It was invented from scratch by Homer around 750 BCE in Greece

	
	

	C. It survived unchanged from the Mycenaean palaces
	D. It was copied from Roman letters around 500 BCE


Answer:
	8.
	The 'Homeric Question' asks which of the following?



	A. Whether the Trojan War was won by the Greeks or the Trojans

	

	B. Whether 'Homer' was a single poet, several poets, or a name attached to a long oral tradition - a question that remains genuinely unresolved

	

	C. Which city first built a library of Greek poetry

	

	D. Whether the Odyssey is longer than the Iliad


Answer:
	9.
	In the Odyssey, the bard Demodokos:



	A. Reads the tale of the Trojan Horse aloud from a scroll
	B. Refuses to perform for the Phaeacian king

	
	

	C. Performs Trojan Horse from memory, Odysseus weeps
	D. Invents the Greek alphabet to record his songs


Answer:

	10.
	Which statement about when and how the epics were written down is the most accurate and honest?



	A. Homer personally wrote down both epics, the Iliad and the Odyssey, in exactly 750 BCE, a fact that scholars know with absolute certainty

	

	B. The epics were never written down at all

	

	C. They were written in Linear B script during the Bronze Age, which ended around 1100 BCE

	

	D. They were eventually written down roughly 750-700 BCE, after the alphabet returned, but the exact author and date are debated


Answer:
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