	WORLD HISTORY
HOMER AND THE ORAL TRADITION
 ANSWER KEY   GUIDED NOTES - TEACHER KEY



LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain how the Iliad and the Odyssey survived for roughly 400 years with no writing, through oral performance by bards
2. Describe the memory tools of the oral poet - formulas and fixed epithets shaped to fit the meter - and how Linear B was lost and the Greek alphabet later adapted from the Phoenician alphabet
3. Explain why the Homeric Question - who 'Homer' was and how the epics were composed - is genuinely open, using the Odyssey's own bard Demodokos as evidence of the oral tradition

SECTION 1
What Is an Oral Tradition?
Stories Kept Alive by Voice
Oral TRADITION is passing stories and poems by spoken performance and memory, without writing them down.
Bard (Greek aoidos) is the trained singer-poet who performed long epic poems from memory, often to a lyre.
Epic poems like the Iliad and the Odyssey tell of heroes, gods, and great deeds and were performed aloud, not read.
 
SECTION 2
The Lost Script: Linear B and the Bronze Age Collapse
Greece Once Had Writing
Linear B was the syllable-based script the Mycenaean Greeks used, mainly for palace records, before it was lost.
Bronze Age collapse, around 1200 BCE, destroyed the Mycenaean palaces and the writing that depended on them.
lost is what happened to Linear B when the palaces fell - it was lost, leaving Greece with no writing at all.
 
SECTION 3
The Greek Dark Age: 400 Years Without Writing
No Writing, Yet the Epics Survived
Greek DARK AGE is the roughly 400-year period (about 1100-800 BCE) after the collapse when Greeks had no writing at all.
400 years, roughly, is how long the Dark Age lasted with no writing of any kind.
performed from memory by bards is how the epics survived the whole gap - performed aloud, never read from a page.
 
SECTION 4
Formulas and Epithets: The Poet’s Toolkit
Building Blocks, Not Memorized Words
Formula is a repeated, ready-made phrase or line a bard could reuse to fit the poem’s rhythm and help him remember.
Epithet is a fixed descriptive tag attached to a person or thing, such as “swift-footed Achilles.”
Recomposition in performance means each telling was freshly rebuilt from ready-made pieces, so no two were exactly the same.
 
SECTION 5
Epithets and Meter: “Rosy-Fingered Dawn”
Why the Tags Fit the Beat
Rosy-fingered Dawn is a famous fixed epithet for the sunrise that returns again and again across the poems.
Dactylic HEXAMETER is the steady six-beat rhythm of Greek epic that every epithet was shaped to fit.
Wine-dark sea is another repeated epithet, a ready-made tag a bard could slot into the meter instantly.
 
SECTION 6
The Alphabet Returns
Borrowing from the Phoenicians
Phoenician ALPHABET is the writing system Greeks adapted around 800 BCE to create the first true Greek alphabet.
800 BCE is roughly when Greeks adapted that alphabet, ending the 400-year Dark Age of no writing.
written down roughly 750-700 BCE is when the epics were finally recorded, though the exact author and date are debated.
 
SECTION 7
The Homeric Question: Who Was Homer?
An Honestly Open Question
Homeric QUESTION is the unresolved debate over who “Homer” was and how the epics were composed.
Three possibilities are held open: Homer may have been one poet, several poets, or a name attached to a tradition.
Open is what the Homeric Question genuinely remains, because no reliable record of a single author survives.
 
SECTION 8
The Bard Within the Epic: Demodokos
The Tradition Picturing Itself
Demodokos is the blind bard in the Odyssey who sings the tale of the Trojan Horse from memory at a royal feast.
Trojan Horse is the tale Demodokos performs, the story of how the Greeks got inside the walls of Troy.
weeps to hear his own story sung is what the disguised hero Odysseus does as Demodokos performs.
 
SECTION 9
Why the Oral Tradition Matters
What Memory Can Carry
Memory can carry history: a society with no writing still preserved enormous, detailed stories for centuries.
changed as they traveled means the epics grew and shifted over generations because each performance was recomposed.
literature shaped over time is how we should read the Iliad and Odyssey, not as a single eyewitness report.
 
SECTION 10
Weighing the Evidence: What We Can and Cannot Say
Confident and Honest at Once
oral performance is HOW the epics survived 400 years with no writing - the part we can say with confidence.
What we do NOT know is WHO “Homer” was - one poet, several, or a name attached to a tradition.
honest verdict holds both halves: confident about how the epics survived, honest that Homer’s identity is unknown.
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