	WORLD HISTORY
HOMER AND THE ORAL TRADITION
 ANSWER KEY   EXIT TICKET - ANSWER KEY



	1.
	An 'oral tradition' means:



	A. Stories and poems passed by spoken performance and memory, without being written down ✓

	

	B. Poems carved into stone monuments

	

	C. A written history kept in a palace

	

	D. A single book that contains all Greek myths



	2.
	Epithets like 'rosy-fingered Dawn' and 'swift-footed Achilles' helped bards because they:



	A. Were written on cue cards the bard could read

	

	B. Fit the poem's steady meter and were easy to reuse and remember during performance ✓

	

	C. Made the poems much shorter

	

	D. Were secret passwords between poets



	3.
	The 'Homeric Question' is best described as:



	A. A settled fact that Homer was one blind poet
	B. Proof that Homer never existed

	
	

	C. The open, unresolved debate over who 'Homer' was and how the epics were composed ✓
	D. A quiz the ancient Greeks gave to poets



QUICK WRITE
Open Response
In 3-4 sentences, explain how the Iliad and the Odyssey survived for roughly 400 years with no writing, and why the 'Homeric Question' remains open. Name at least one memory tool bards used (a formula or an epithet such as 'rosy-fingered Dawn') and explain why we cannot be certain whether 'Homer' was a single poet, several poets, or a name attached to a long tradition.

	
	RUBRIC (4 points): (1) explains that the epics survived roughly 400 years with no writing through ORAL performance by bards; (2) names at least one memory tool (a formula or an epithet such as “rosy-fingered Dawn” or “swift-footed Achilles”); (3) explains that the Homeric Question is open - we do not know whether “Homer” was one poet, several poets, or a name attached to a tradition; (4) is accurate - does NOT claim Homer was definitely one person, definitely never existed, or definitely wrote the epics in exactly 750 BCE. SAMPLE 4-POINT RESPONSE: “The Iliad and Odyssey survived about 400 years with no writing because bards performed them aloud from memory, using ready-made formulas and fixed epithets like ‘rosy-fingered Dawn’ that fit the poem’s meter. We cannot be sure who ‘Homer’ was - one poet, several poets, or a name attached to the tradition - because the poems came from centuries of oral performance and no reliable record of a single author survives.” Award credit for any answer that explains oral survival, names a memory tool, and keeps the Homeric Question honestly open.


ANSWERS
	1.
	A
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