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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain how a farming food surplus allowed Neolithic people to build permanent settlements instead of moving with their food.
2. Describe how Skara Brae's stone houses and artifacts show a settled, organized Neolithic village.
3. Explain how food surplus led to specialization of labor, trade, and social hierarchy.
4. Explain how permanent farming villages set the stage for the first civilizations, using both physical evidence and a written primary source.

SECTION 1
The Big Question
The Starting Point
The Neolithic Revolution was the shift from hunting and gathering to farming and herding that let people settle in one place.
 
SECTION 2
Step 1: Farming Creates a Food Surplus
The Foundation of Everything
A food surplus is extra food produced beyond what people need to eat right away, which can be stored for later or used to support others.
Domestication is the process of taming wild plants and animals so people can raise them for food and other uses.
 
SECTION 3
Step 2: Surplus Allows Permanent Settlement
Staying in One Place
A permanent settlement is a place where a group of people lives year-round instead of moving from place to place.
 
SECTION 4
Inside the Stone Houses
Evidence of Long Habitation
A midden is a heap of household refuse such as bones, ash, and broken pottery that builds up where people live for a long time.
 
SECTION 5
Step 3: Specialization of Labor
Not Everyone Has to Farm
Specialization of labor is when people do different specific jobs instead of everyone doing the same work, made possible by a food surplus.
 
SECTION 6
Step 4: Trade and Social Hierarchy
Trade and Inequality Appear
Barter is trading goods directly for other goods without using money.
A social hierarchy is a ranking of people in a society by wealth, power, or status, with some groups above others.
 
SECTION 7
Step 5: From Village to Civilization
The Whole Chain Scales Up
A civilization is a complex society with cities, organized government, specialized workers, and usually record-keeping.
 
SECTION 8
How We Know: Reading the Evidence
Two Kinds of Evidence
An artifact is an object made or used by people in the past that archaeologists study as evidence.
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