	PERSONAL FINANCE
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
FINANCIAL GOALS - SHORT, MEDIUM AND LONG TERM


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Financial Goals: Short, Medium and Long Term


On-slide summary: Financial Goals: Short, Medium and Long Term; The seventh lesson of Unit 10 - set SMART goals across short, medium, and long time horizons and build a monthly plan to reach them.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open the big idea: people miss money goals not because they earn too little but because the goal is vague, with no amount, deadline, or monthly plan.
•  Preview the arc: what a financial goal is, how to make it SMART, the three time horizons, the monthly-amount math, and how to prioritize.
•  Introduce the coach persona: Priya Nair, a financial goals coach who turns vague money wishes into SMART goals with a monthly plan.
	
	•  Introduce the running case: Devon earns steady money but drifts because every goal is vague like 'save more' or 'someday buy a car.'
•  Discussion question: what is one thing you are saving for right now, and do you know the exact amount and deadline?



	BACKGROUND
•  Opening slide of the financial-goals lesson. It sets up the big idea: a goal you can actually reach is Specific, Measurable, and Time-bound, sorted by how far away it is, and broken into a monthly amount you can save.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Financial Goals: Short, Medium and Long Term classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is one thing you are saving up for, or wish you were?
•  Have you ever said 'I should save more' but never picked an amount or a deadline?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain what a financial goal is and make it SMART; Sort goals into short-, medium-, and long-term horizons
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk the four targets as the lesson's arc: Target 1 is the foundation - what a financial goal is and how to make it SMART.
•  Target 2 is sorting: put goals into short-term, medium-term, and long-term time horizons by how far away they are.
•  Target 3 is the math: calculate the monthly amount a goal needs and the goal timeline.
	
	•  Target 4 is judgment: prioritize goals you cannot fund all at once and build a plan.
•  Discussion question: which of these four skills do you think you most need right now, and why?



	BACKGROUND
•  Frames the four targets: define and make goals SMART, sort them by time horizon, do the monthly-amount and timeline math, and prioritize when money is tight.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target is the math skill - finding what to save each month?
•  Which target is about deciding which goal comes first?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	What Is a Financial Goal?


On-slide summary: What Is a Financial Goal?; Financial goal; A FINANCIAL GOAL is a specific money target you plan and save for
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the key term: a FINANCIAL GOAL is a specific money target you plan and save for.
•  Contrast wish vs goal: 'save more' has no amount and no deadline, so you can never tell if you are on track.
•  Introduce the tool: a SMART GOAL is Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound.
	
	•  Make the point: a real goal names the target amount AND the deadline, so you can build a plan.
•  Introduce the running case: Devon says 'save more' and 'someday buy a car' but never reaches either because they are wishes.



	BACKGROUND
•  A financial goal is a specific money target you plan and save for; the best goals are SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound). 'Save more' is a wish with no amount or deadline - a real goal names both.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Is a Financial Goal? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the difference between a wish like 'save more' and a real financial goal?
•  What does a SMART goal stand for?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks pull the financial-goal definition, the SMART-goal definition, the wish-vs-goal point, and the names-the-amount-and-date point from these rows.



	SLIDE 4
	Making Goals SMART


On-slide summary: Making Goals SMART; S - Specific; Name exactly what you are saving for, like 'an emergency fund,' not just 'money'
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk S: Specific means name exactly what you are saving for, like 'an emergency fund,' not just 'money.'
•  Walk M: Measurable means put a dollar target on it, like $600, so you can track progress.
•  Walk A and R: Achievable means it fits your income; Relevant means it actually matters to you.
	
	•  Walk T: Time-bound means it has a deadline, like 6 months, so it is not 'someday.'
•  Make the key link: the Measurable amount and the Time-bound deadline are the two numbers you need to compute a monthly amount.



	BACKGROUND
•  SMART breaks down as Specific (name it), Measurable (a dollar target), Achievable (fits income), Relevant (matters to you), and Time-bound (a deadline). Measurable + Time-bound are the two numbers you need for the monthly-amount math.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Making Goals SMART classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which two letters of SMART give you the numbers to do the math?
•  How would you turn 'I want to save more' into a SMART goal?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks pull the Specific point, the Measurable point, the Achievable/Relevant point, and the Time-bound point from these rows.



	SLIDE 5
	Time Horizons: Short, Medium, Long


On-slide summary: Time Horizons: Short, Medium, Long; Time horizon; A TIME HORIZON is how long you have until a goal's deadline
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the term: a TIME HORIZON is how long you have until a goal's deadline.
•  Define short-term: a goal you aim to reach in under a year (about 12 months or less), like an emergency starter fund.
•  Define medium-term: a goal you aim to reach in about one to five years, like a reliable used car.
	
	•  Define long-term: a goal you aim to reach in five or more years, like a house down payment or retirement.
•  Make the point: a longer horizon gives more months to spread a big target into a smaller, doable monthly amount.



	BACKGROUND
•  A time horizon is how long until a goal's deadline. Short-term = under a year, medium-term = one to five years, long-term = five or more years. A longer horizon gives more months to spread a big target into a smaller monthly amount.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Time Horizons: Short, Medium, Long classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the time horizon for a short-term, a medium-term, and a long-term goal?
•  Why does a longer time horizon make a big goal easier to save for each month?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks pull the time-horizon definition, the short-term definition, the medium-term definition, and the long-term definition from these rows.



	SLIDE 6
	Short-Term Goals


On-slide summary: Short-Term Goals; Under a year; A short-term goal is due in under a year - about 12 months or less
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the horizon: a short-term goal is due in under a year, about 12 months or less.
•  Define the key term: an EMERGENCY FUND is savings set aside for unexpected costs, usually the first short-term goal.
•  Explain why it comes first: without a cushion, one surprise expense forces debt and wrecks every other goal.
	
	•  Give examples: holiday gifts, a new phone, or planned car repairs are common short-term goals.
•  Make the pacing point: a close deadline means you have to start saving now, because there are few months to spread the cost.



	BACKGROUND
•  Short-term goals are due in under a year. The first one should usually be an emergency fund - savings for unexpected costs - because without a cushion one surprise expense forces debt and wrecks every other goal.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Short-Term Goals classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is an emergency fund, and why should it usually be your first goal?
•  What are two other short-term goals besides an emergency fund?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks pull the under-a-year point, the emergency-fund definition, the other-short-term-goals point, and the close-deadline point from these rows.



	SLIDE 7
	Medium-Term Goals


On-slide summary: Medium-Term Goals; One to five years; A medium-term goal is one you aim to reach in about one to five years
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the horizon: a medium-term goal is one you aim to reach in about one to five years.
•  Give examples: medium-term goals are usually bigger - a used car, a big move, or paying off a loan.
•  Explain the plan: you have a few years, so a steady monthly amount does the work.
	
	•  Add the caution: a big target on a shorter medium timeline can still need a large monthly amount.
•  Preview the chart: Devon's $9,600 car in 24 months is $400 a month - the steepest of his three goals, though not the biggest target.



	BACKGROUND
•  Medium-term goals (one to five years) are usually bigger - a used car, a move, or paying off a loan. A steady monthly amount over a few years does the work, but a big target on a shorter timeline can still need a large monthly amount.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Medium-Term Goals classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the time horizon for a medium-term goal?
•  Why can a medium-term goal need a bigger monthly amount than a long-term one?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks pull the one-to-five-years point, the bigger-targets point, the steady-monthly-saving point, and the watch-the-pace point from these rows.



	SLIDE 8
	Long-Term Goals


On-slide summary: Long-Term Goals; Five or more years; A long-term goal is one you aim to reach in five or more years
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the horizon: a long-term goal is one you aim to reach in five or more years.
•  Give examples: long-term goals are usually the biggest - a house down payment or retirement.
•  Teach the key idea: a long horizon spreads a huge target across many months into a smaller monthly amount.
	
	•  Preview the surprise: Devon's $18,000 down payment over 60 months is only $300 a month - less than his $400 car.
•  Make the practical point: starting a long-term goal early makes each month's amount smaller and easier.



	BACKGROUND
•  Long-term goals (five or more years) are usually the biggest - a house down payment or retirement. The long horizon is the lever: it spreads a huge target across many months into a smaller monthly amount, so starting early pays off.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Long-Term Goals classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the time horizon for a long-term goal?
•  How can an $18,000 goal need a smaller monthly amount than a $9,600 goal?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks pull the five-or-more-years point, the biggest-targets point, the horizon-is-the-lever point, and the start-early point from these rows.



	SLIDE 9
	The Goal Math: Monthly Amount and Timeline


On-slide summary: The Goal Math: Monthly Amount and Timeline; Target amount; The TARGET AMOUNT is the total dollar amount a goal requires
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the term: the TARGET AMOUNT is the total dollar amount a goal requires - the Measurable part of a SMART goal.
•  Define the term: the MONTHLY AMOUNT is how much you set aside each month - target amount divided by months.
•  Put up Model 1: MONTHLY AMOUNT = TARGET AMOUNT / MONTHS, and work $600 / 6 months = $100 a month.
	
	•  Put up Model 2: GOAL TIMELINE = TARGET AMOUNT / MONTHLY AMOUNT, and work $9,600 / $400 = 24 months.
•  Make the big point: Model 1 finds your monthly amount from a deadline; Model 2 finds your deadline from a monthly amount.



	BACKGROUND
•  Two labeled models: MONTHLY AMOUNT = TARGET AMOUNT / MONTHS (what to save each month for a deadline), and GOAL TIMELINE = TARGET AMOUNT / MONTHLY AMOUNT (how long at a set monthly amount). Target amount is the total a goal requires.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Goal Math: Monthly Amount and Timeline classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the formula for the monthly amount a goal needs?
•  What is the formula for the goal timeline?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks pull the target-amount definition, the monthly-amount definition, the Model 1 formula, and the Model 2 formula from these rows.



	SLIDE 10
	Comparing Goals by Monthly Amount


On-slide summary: Comparing Goals by Monthly Amount; Three goals, three horizons; The chart shows Devon's three goals - one short-term, one medium-term, one long-term
TALKING POINTS
	•  Set up the chart: Devon's three goals, one per time horizon - short-term emergency fund, medium-term car, long-term down payment.
•  Explain each bar: it is that goal's monthly amount - the target amount divided by its months.
•  Preview the tallest bar: the medium-term car needs the most each month at $400, because $9,600 in only 24 months is steep.
	
	•  Expose the surprise: the long-term down payment has the biggest target ($18,000) but only $300 a month - the horizon spreads it.
•  Tell students the next slide is the chart itself and Activity Part 4 asks them to read this exact chart.



	BACKGROUND
•  Sets up the chart: Devon's three goals, one per horizon, each bar a monthly amount. The medium car is steepest at $400/month; the down payment has the biggest target but only $300/month because the horizon spreads it.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Comparing Goals by Monthly Amount classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does each bar on the chart represent?
•  Before you see it, predict: will the biggest target need the most each month?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks pull the three-goals point, the each-bar-is-a-monthly-amount point, the car-is-steepest point, and the biggest-target-is-not-steepest point from these rows.



	SLIDE 11
	Monthly Amount by Goal


On-slide summary: Monthly Amount by Goal; The medium car needs the most per month ($400); the down payment only $300.; Steepest: car $400/month
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students a moment to read all three bars: emergency fund $100, used car $400, down payment $300 a month.
•  Point out the tallest bar: the medium-term car (coral) needs the most each month at $400, because $9,600 in 24 months is steep.
•  Expose the surprise: the long-term down payment (teal) is the biggest target ($18,000) but only $300 a month - the horizon spreads it.
	
	•  Read the gaps off the chart: the car needs $100 more a month than the down payment and $300 more than the emergency fund.
•  Make the planning point: all three at once is $800 a month, more than a $500 budget, so Devon must prioritize which goals to fund now.



	BACKGROUND
•  The monthly-amount-by-goal bar chart: students read each goal's monthly amount, see the car is steepest ($400) and the biggest-target down payment needs only $300, and see all three ($800) exceeds a $500 budget.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Monthly Amount by Goal classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which goal needs the most each month, and how much?
•  The down payment has the biggest target - does it need the most each month? Why not?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No Guided Notes blanks are bound to this image slide; the monthly-amount figures students write live on slide_10 and in the Activity.



	SLIDE 12
	Prioritizing Your Goals


On-slide summary: Prioritizing Your Goals; Prioritizing; PRIORITIZING is deciding which goals come first when you cannot fund them all at once
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the term: PRIORITIZING is deciding which goals come first when you cannot fund them all at once.
•  Give the first rule: fund the emergency fund first, so one surprise cost does not wreck your other goals.
•  Give the second rule: stack, do not stall - finish a short goal, then roll that monthly amount into the next goal.
	
	•  Give the third rule: if money is tight, stretch a goal's timeline so its monthly amount fits your budget.
•  Make the point: prioritizing is not giving up on goals - it is sequencing and pacing them to fit real money.



	BACKGROUND
•  Prioritizing is deciding which goals come first when you cannot fund them all at once. Fund the emergency fund first, then stack a finished goal's monthly amount into the next, or stretch a timeline to fit the budget.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Prioritizing Your Goals classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does prioritizing mean, and which goal should usually come first?
•  If a goal's monthly amount is too high, what are two ways to fit it into your budget?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks pull the prioritizing definition, the emergency-fund-first point, the stack-do-not-stall point, and the stretch-the-timeline point from these rows.



	SLIDE 13
	Putting It Together: Set Your Own Financial Goals


On-slide summary: Putting It Together: Set Your Own Financial Goals; Make it SMART; Name the goal, put a dollar target on it, and give it a deadline
TALKING POINTS
	•  Teach step one: make it SMART - name the goal, put a dollar target on it, and give it a deadline.
•  Teach step two: sort by time horizon - short-term, medium-term, or long-term.
•  Teach step three: do the monthly-amount math with MONTHLY AMOUNT = TARGET AMOUNT / MONTHS.
	
	•  Teach step four: prioritize and plan - rank the goals, fund the emergency fund first, and fit the rest to your budget.
•  Discussion question: which of your own goals would you make SMART first, and what is its time horizon?



	BACKGROUND
•  Sets up the capstone: make a goal SMART (name, dollar target, deadline), sort it by time horizon, do the monthly-amount math, then prioritize and plan - fund the emergency fund first and fit the rest to the budget.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Putting It Together: Set Your Own Financial Goals classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What four steps turn a wish into a financial goal you can reach?
•  After you find a goal's monthly amount, what do you do if the goals cost more than your budget?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	This activity-setup slide has no bound Guided Notes blanks; it reviews the set-and-plan process taught on slides 3-12.



	SLIDE 14
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; A FINANCIAL GOAL is a specific money target - make it SMART; Sort goals by TIME HORIZON: short, medium (1-5 yr), long (5+ yr)
TALKING POINTS
	•  Tie T1 to the foundation: a financial goal is a specific money target, and the best goals are SMART.
•  Tie T2 to sorting: short-term (under a year), medium-term (1-5 years), long-term (5+ years).
•  Tie T3 to the math: the key formulas are MONTHLY AMOUNT = TARGET AMOUNT / MONTHS and GOAL TIMELINE = TARGET AMOUNT / MONTHLY AMOUNT.
	
	•  Tie T4 to the signature idea: the long-term $18,000 down payment was only $300 a month while the $9,600 car was $400, because the long horizon spread the cost over more months.
•  Tie T5 to judgment: prioritizing means that you fund the emergency fund first, then fit the rest to your budget by stacking or stretching.



	BACKGROUND
•  Recaps financial goals and SMART, the three time horizons, the two labeled models (monthly amount and goal timeline), the surprise that the biggest target is not the steepest monthly, and prioritizing the emergency fund first.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the formula for the monthly amount a goal needs?
•  Why is the biggest target not always the steepest monthly amount?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to the takeaways slide.
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