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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain feudalism as a reciprocal lord-vassal relationship in which land (fiefs) was exchanged for military service and loyalty
2. Describe the feudal pyramid and how the manor system organized daily life and labor, including the demesne, peasant obligations, and the three-field system
3. Analyze how a serf differed from a slave and how feudalism and manorialism worked together to organize medieval European society

SECTION 1
What Was Feudalism?
The Feudal Deal
FEUDALISM was the exchange of land for loyalty and military service.
In feudalism a LORD granted land to a vassal.
The lord-vassal relationship was reciprocal, meaning it went two ways.
Feudalism arose in Europe after the fall of Rome.
 
SECTION 2
The Feudal Bargain: Fief, Vassal, Homage
Sealing the Deal
A fief was the grant of land a lord gave a vassal in exchange for service.
A VASSAL owed his lord loyalty and military service.
homage was the ceremony in which a vassal knelt and pledged loyalty.
FEALTY was the sworn oath of faithfulness a vassal gave his lord.
 
SECTION 3
The Feudal Pyramid
From King to Serf
At the top of the feudal pyramid was the king.
lords (nobles) held land from the king and granted fiefs to knights.
KNIGHTS were mounted warriors who served as vassals.
At the base of the pyramid, peasants and serfs worked the land.
 
SECTION 4
A Model, Not a Photograph
Using the Model Carefully
The feudal pyramid is best understood as a teaching model.
In the model, everyone owed service to someone above them.
In reality, a lord could be a vassal to more than one king.
The tidy pyramid diagram was really a later simplification.
 
SECTION 5
Knights and the Warrior Class
The Warrior Vassals
A KNIGHT was a mounted, armored warrior who served a lord.
In return for land, a knight owed a set number of days of military service.
chivalry was the knights' code of honor: bravery, loyalty, and protection.
Armor, weapons, and warhorses were expensive, so knighthood was noble.
 
SECTION 6
What Was the Manor?
The Self-Sufficient Estate
manorialism was the economic system of the medieval countryside.
The manor was the lord's estate, worked by peasants.
Each manor was largely self-sufficient, producing nearly all it needed.
On the manor stood a village, a church, and a mill.
 
SECTION 7
The Demesne and the Peasants' Strips
Dividing the Land
The demesne was the land farmed directly for the lord.
Peasants had to work the lord's demesne for free.
Peasant families farmed scattered strips of land to feed themselves.
The commons was shared pasture and woodland for the whole village.
 
SECTION 8
Serfs and Their Obligations
Who Worked and What They Owed
A SERF was a peasant bound to the manor, unable to leave without permission.
Serfs owed the lord several days of work each week.
At harvest time, serfs owed the lord extra work.
Peasants paid fees to use the lord's mill and oven.
 
SECTION 9
A Serf Was Not a Slave
Bound, But Not Owned
A serf was tied to the land and not free to leave.
Unlike a slave, a serf could not be bought or sold as a person.
Serfs had customary rights the lord was expected to respect.
Serfs kept their own homes, tools, and family plots.
 
SECTION 10
The Three-Field System
Rotating the Fields
The three-field system rotated crops so two fields grew food while one rested (fallow) each year.
One field grew autumn grain like wheat or rye.
Another field grew spring crops like oats, beans, and peas.
The third field was left fallow so the soil could rest and recover.
 
SECTION 11
Daily Life on the Manor
A Year of Labor
Peasant life followed the farming seasons.
Plowing and sowing happened in spring and autumn.
Most peasants never traveled far from the manor where they were born.
The lord's mill ground the village grain for a fee.
 
SECTION 12
Feudalism vs. Manorialism
Two Connected Systems
FEUDALISM organized the warrior and noble class.
Manorialism organized the farming economy and daily labor.
Feudalism exchanged land, called fiefs, for military service.
The two systems were distinct but connected.
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