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DISCOVERING NEANDERTHALS
 ANSWER KEY   EXIT TICKET - ANSWER KEY



	1.
	About when and where were the first recognized Neanderthal bones found?



	A. In the Middle Ages, in Italy
	B. In 1856, in the Neander Valley in Germany ✓

	
	

	C. In 1920, in a London museum
	D. During the Roman Empire, in Egypt



	2.
	What were the Neanderthal skull's most distinctive features?



	A. A heavy brow ridge over the eyes and a low, sloping forehead ✓
	B. A tall, rounded forehead and a small brow

	
	

	C. No brow ridge and a pointed top
	D. Large eye sockets and no jaw



	3.
	What did the naturalist Thomas Huxley conclude the skull was?



	A. The skull of a modern ape
	B. A fake made by hoaxers

	
	

	C. Ape-like in shape but still a human skull ✓
	D. Too damaged to study



QUICK WRITE
Open Response
The 1856 discovery of a strange skull forced scientists to rethink what 'human' meant. In 3-4 sentences, explain how one fossil skull could change scientific ideas about human origins, and how Thomas Huxley's careful study of the bones' anatomy in 1863 shows science correcting itself with evidence. Use at least TWO of these terms: fossil, anatomy, paleoanthropology, extinct.

	
	RUBRIC (4 points): (1) explains that one fossil skull showed "human" was not a single fixed type, changing ideas about human origins; (2) explains that scientists studied the bones’ anatomy as testable evidence; (3) correctly notes Huxley (1863) judged the skull ape-like in shape yet still human; (4) uses at least two lesson terms (fossil, anatomy, paleoanthropology, extinct). SAMPLE 4-POINT RESPONSE: "The 1856 skull was clearly related to humans yet clearly different, which showed there had been earlier, now-extinct kinds of people, so human origins had to be studied through fossils - the science of paleoanthropology. Scientists studied the anatomy of the bones as testable evidence rather than guessing. In 1863 the naturalist Thomas Huxley judged the skull ape-like in shape but still human, because it had room for a large brain. That careful, evidence-first method is how science corrects itself." Deduct 1 point per missing element.


ANSWERS
	1.
	B

	2.
	A

	3.
	C
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