	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
DECOLONIZATION IN ASIA


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Decolonization in Asia


On-slide summary: Decolonization in Asia; How British India became two nations in 1947
TALKING POINTS
	•  The subtitle is the whole lesson in one line: British India became two nations in 1947, and everything after follows from that.
•  Note that the title says Asia, not India - the 1947 partition sits inside a wider wave of Asian independence in the same decade.
	
	•  Which is the harder question - why British India divided in 1947, or what that division cost the people living in it?
•  Before slide 3, ask for a one-word prediction: was independence mostly given by Britain, or mostly won by Indians?



	BACKGROUND
•  This lesson sits beside the Decolonization in Africa lesson in Unit 14. Same era, same Cold War pressure, a different continent and a very different transfer of power.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Decolonization in Asia classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  In 1945 most of South and Southeast Asia was ruled from Europe. By 1950 most of it was not. What do you think changed?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Decolonization in Asia in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide. Guided Notes open at Section 1, bound to Asia After 1945.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain why British rule in India ended after World War II.; Describe how the 1947 partition split British India into two nations.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read target four aloud - how the partition boundary was drawn and by whom - because that is the target the Activity's Primary Source Spotlight builds on.
•  Target three, the mass migration that followed the 1947 partition, is the one to preview: tell students it will be handled factually and briefly.
	
	•  The targets run in the order the slides run: target one is why British rule in India ended, target five is the lasting consequences of partition in South Asia.
•  Which of these five targets do you think will be hardest to answer in a single sentence?



	BACKGROUND
•  The five targets run in the order the slides run: why Britain left, how the split was decided, what the border did, and what it left behind.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five targets do you think will be hardest to answer with a single sentence?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What You Will Learn in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide; the Guided Notes reprint these targets on page one.



	SLIDE 3
	Asia After 1945


On-slide summary: Asia After 1945; World War II shattered European control across South and Southeast Asia; Japan's wartime occupation had shown the empires could be pushed out
TALKING POINTS
	•  Decolonization names a process, not a moment - the callout says so, and it is why the slide counts six new Asian nations between 1946 and 1949.
•  Japan's wartime occupation matters more than students expect: the empires were pushed out militarily in front of the people they had been governing.
	
	•  Britain came out of the war exhausted and deeply in debt, and that debt is the practical reason holding an empire stopped being affordable.
•  If an empire is pushed out of a colony by another army, what does that show the people who live there?



	BACKGROUND
•  Japanese forces took Singapore, Burma, Malaya, and the Dutch East Indies between 1941 and 1942. The European empires were driven out militarily in front of the people they had been governing, and that was very hard to walk back after 1945.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Asia After 1945 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  If an empire is driven out of a colony by another army, what does that show the people living there?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Asia After 1945 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 1 blanks: Asia, Decolonization, debt.



	SLIDE 4
	Why Britain Decided to Leave India


On-slide summary: Why Britain Decided to Leave India; War Debt; Britain finished the war nearly bankrupt and could not police an empire.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Two rows are about Britain - war debt and the 1945 Labour government - and two are about India. Point that balance out before students take sides.
•  The callout is the hinge: Britain said June 1948, then moved the date up by ten months to August 1947. Those ten months are most of what went wrong.
	
	•  Nearly bankrupt is literal, not rhetorical: Britain was still rationing bread in 1946 while carrying billions in war debt.
•  Which mattered more - that Britain could not afford India, or that decades of Indian organizing had made ruling India unworkable?



	BACKGROUND
•  Britain ended the war owing more than three billion pounds and was still rationing bread in 1946. The Labour government elected in July 1945 had campaigned on Indian independence, so both the money and the politics pointed the same way.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why Britain Decided to Leave India classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which mattered more for Britain's decision - that it could not afford India, or that Indians had made ruling India unworkable?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Why Britain Decided to Leave India in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 2 blanks: bankrupt, Labour, 1948.



	SLIDE 5
	Two Visions for India's Future


On-slide summary: Two Visions for India's Future; Note: both sides wanted the British out. They disagreed about what came after.; Indian National Congress
TALKING POINTS
	•  Both columns wanted the British out. The callout says the disagreement was about what came after, not about independence itself.
•  Muhammad Ali Jinnah had been a Congress member earlier in his career, so the Muslim League's case is a political argument about voting power, not a religious one.
	
	•  The Muslim League's core fear is the last bullet on the right: becoming a permanent minority in a Hindu-majority India.
•  If your group would always be outvoted in a democracy, what protections would you want written down before you agreed to it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Jinnah joined Congress in 1906 and worked for years on Hindu-Muslim cooperation before concluding in the 1930s that constitutional guarantees alone would not protect a permanent minority.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Two Visions for India's Future classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  If your group would always be outvoted in a democracy, what protections would you want written down before you agreed to it?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Two Visions for India's Future in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 3 blanks: Indian National Congress, Muslim League, Muhammad Ali Jinnah.



	SLIDE 6
	1946: The Talks Break Down


On-slide summary: 1946: The Talks Break Down; A 1946 British plan proposed one India with strong provincial powers; Congress and the Muslim League could not agree on how it would work
TALKING POINTS
	•  The 1946 British plan proposed one India with strong provincial powers - the last serious proposal for a single country, and it collapsed over how to read it.
•  Mohandas Gandhi walked from village to village appealing for calm and opposed partition to the end. State that plainly and keep moving.
	
	•  The callout marks the turn: by early 1947 the question was no longer whether to divide but how to divide.
•  Gandhi opposed partition and lost that argument. Does losing an argument make a position wrong?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Cabinet Mission plan of May 1946 was the last serious proposal for a single India. Both parties accepted parts of it and rejected others, and by the end of the year neither trusted the other's reading of it.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make 1946: The Talks Break Down classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Gandhi opposed partition and lost that argument. Does losing an argument make a position wrong?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain 1946: The Talks Break Down in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 4 blanks: provincial, Mohandas Gandhi, Punjab.



	SLIDE 7
	The Decision to Divide


On-slide summary: The Decision to Divide; March 1947; Lord Mountbatten arrives in Delhi as the last British Viceroy.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Four dates: Mountbatten arrives March 1947, Britain announces division June 3 - about ten weeks before the handover - the Indian Independence Act passes July 18, power transfers August 15.
•  The callout carries the Reference Guide wording students need: partition is the 1947 division of British India into two independent nations.
	
	•  Ask students to weigh ten weeks against how long their own school takes to change a bell schedule - the compression is the point.
•  Mountbatten thought moving fast would reduce the danger. What is the argument that moving fast increased it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Mountbatten argued that a long wait would only give both sides more time to organize against each other. Critics have argued ever since that the compressed timetable is exactly what made the following months so violent.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Decision to Divide classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Mountbatten thought moving fast would reduce the danger. What is the argument that moving fast increased it?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Decision to Divide in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 5 blanks: Mountbatten, Partition, 18.



	SLIDE 8
	Drawing the Line


On-slide summary: Drawing the Line; A British lawyer, Cyril Radcliffe, was given the job of drawing the border; He had never been to India before and arrived in July 1947
TALKING POINTS
	•  Cyril Radcliffe had never been to India, arrived in July 1947, and had about five weeks. Both facts are answers in Activity Part 3.
•  He worked from census tables and maps rather than the districts themselves, which is why the line cut canals, rail lines, and farm holdings.
	
	•  The border was not published until August 17, two days after independence. Write that on the board - it is the single most reframing fact in the lesson.
•  Britain picked a lawyer who knew nothing about India so he could not be accused of favoritism. Was that a reasonable trade?



	BACKGROUND
•  Radcliffe was chosen precisely because he knew nothing about India, on the theory that ignorance would make him impartial. He burned his papers when he left and never took his fee.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Drawing the Line classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Britain picked a man who had never been to India so that he could not be accused of favoritism. Was that a reasonable trade?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Drawing the Line in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 6 blanks: Radcliffe, Radcliffe Line, 17.



	SLIDE 9
	A Line on a Map Becomes a Border on the Ground


On-slide summary: A Line on a Map Becomes a Border on the Ground; Illustration: a boundary marker of the kind used to fix a new border.; boundary pillar
TALKING POINTS
	•  Ten seconds of silent looking before you say anything - the caption already tells students this is an illustration, not a 1947 photograph.
•  The boundary pillar is here for scale: a decision made in a capital arrives in a village as one marker at the edge of a farm field.
	
	•  Connect it back one slide - the farm field in this illustration is the kind of ground that was being divided from a census table.
•  What would you do if the new border ran between your house and your fields?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Punjab boundary cut canals, rail lines, and farm holdings that had been operated as single systems for decades.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Line on a Map Becomes a Border on the Ground classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What would you do if the line ran between your house and your fields?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Line on a Map Becomes a Border on the Ground in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide; it is a visual pause after Section 6.



	SLIDE 10
	August 1947: Two Nations


On-slide summary: August 1947: Two Nations; August 14, 1947; Pakistan becomes independent, with Muhammad Ali Jinnah as governor-general - its first head of state.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Two independence days one day apart: Pakistan on August 14, 1947 with Muhammad Ali Jinnah as governor-general, India on August 15 with Jawaharlal Nehru as prime minister.
•  Pakistan was created in two pieces over a thousand miles apart, and the callout notes East Pakistan became Bangladesh in 1971.
	
	•  British India ended - it was not renamed. Both India and Pakistan were successor states that had to build governments from scratch.
•  A country in two pieces a thousand miles apart - what practical problems does that create from day one?



	BACKGROUND
•  Nehru's 'Tryst with Destiny' speech was delivered at midnight on August 14-15, 1947 as power transferred. Jinnah took office in Karachi as Pakistan's governor-general and died just over a year later, in September 1948.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make August 1947: Two Nations classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  A country split into two pieces a thousand miles apart - what practical problems does that create from day one?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain August 1947: Two Nations in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 7 blanks: 14, Jawaharlal Nehru, thousand.



	SLIDE 11
	The Largest Migration of the Century


On-slide summary: The Largest Migration of the Century; Between 10 and 15 million people crossed the new border within months; A refugee is a person forced to flee home for safety, often across a border
TALKING POINTS
	•  Set the tone before this slide: state the migration numbers once, factually, and then spend your time on why 10 to 15 million people moved.
•  The direction matters for the Activity and the Quiz: Hindus and Sikhs moved east into India, Muslims moved west into Pakistan.
	
	•  The callout explains the wide death-toll range - no one was counting at the time, which is why estimates run from several hundred thousand to two million.
•  Why would a government have no reliable count of how many people died during a migration this large?



	BACKGROUND
•  Punjab saw the heaviest movement because the boundary ran straight through it. Bengal's migration was slower but continued for years.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Largest Migration of the Century classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a government have no reliable count of how many people died during a migration this large?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Largest Migration of the Century in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 8 blanks: 15, refugee, west.



	SLIDE 12
	The Princely States and Kashmir


On-slide summary: The Princely States and Kashmir; Princely States; Over 500 states had to choose India or Pakistan in 1947.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Over 500 princely states had to choose India or Pakistan, and almost all chose quickly on geography. That is what makes Kashmir the exception.
•  The row titled A Frozen Line is doing real work: the January 1949 ceasefire left Kashmir divided and that division is still in place.
	
	•  The callout gives the Reference Guide wording - Kashmir was the cause of the first India-Pakistan war of 1947-48.
•  Should a princely state's future have been decided by its ruler, by its population, or by geography?



	BACKGROUND
•  Most princely states acceded quickly on the basis of geography. Kashmir was the hard case: a Hindu ruler, a Muslim-majority population, and a border with both new countries.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Princely States and Kashmir classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Should a princely state's future have been decided by its ruler, by its population, or by geography?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Princely States and Kashmir in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 9 blanks: 500, Kashmir, 1949.



	SLIDE 13
	India Chooses Not to Choose


On-slide summary: India Chooses Not to Choose; The Cold War was starting just as India and Pakistan became independent; Nehru refused to line India up with Washington or Moscow
TALKING POINTS
	•  The tip draws the distinction students miss: nonalignment did not mean having no opinions, it meant refusing to join a bloc.
•  India still needed food, machinery, and development money from abroad - that need is the tension this whole slide sets up.
	
	•  Nehru visited President Truman in Washington in October 1949 and left without joining an American alliance; the next slide is that visit.
•  Can a country that needs another country's food and money really stay neutral toward it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Nehru's October 1949 visit was his first to the United States. He came asking for wheat and industrial help and left without committing India to the American side, which frustrated his hosts.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make India Chooses Not to Choose classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Can a country that needs another country's food and money really stay neutral toward it?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain India Chooses Not to Choose in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 10 blanks: Moscow, nonalignment, Truman.



	SLIDE 14
	Nehru in Washington, October 1949


On-slide summary: Nehru in Washington, October 1949; President Truman greets Prime Minister Nehru on his arrival, October 1949.; Truman
TALKING POINTS
	•  Ten seconds of silent looking. Two years after independence, India's prime minister is on an airfield being met by the president of the United States.
•  This is a U.S. government photograph from October 1949, which is exactly why it is usable here - public domain by statute.
	
	•  Point out that Nehru travelled with his sister and his daughter, both visible beside the handshake.
•  What does a handshake photograph like this one tell you, and what does it not tell you?



	BACKGROUND
•  Photograph taken October 11, 1949 by Abbie Rowe, a National Park Service photographer working for the White House. A U.S. federal government work, public domain.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Nehru in Washington, October 1949 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does a handshake photograph tell you, and what does it not tell you?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Nehru in Washington, October 1949 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide; it is a visual pause after Section 10.



	SLIDE 15
	Pakistan Looks West


On-slide summary: Pakistan Looks West; A Weaker Start; Pakistan began with less industry, less revenue, and a divided territory.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Pakistan began with less industry, less revenue, and a divided territory - three disadvantages that push straight into the security row below them.
•  Liaquat Ali Khan visited President Truman in May 1950, about seven months after Nehru made the same trip to Washington.
	
	•  The callout is the payoff: within a decade the two new neighbors sat on opposite sides of the Cold War.
•  Was Pakistan's decision to seek U.S.-led alliances a free choice or a forced one?



	BACKGROUND
•  Pakistan inherited about 17 percent of undivided India's revenue and a small share of its industry, while taking on the cost of a new capital, a new army command, and millions of refugees.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Pakistan Looks West classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Was Pakistan's decision to seek an alliance a free choice or a forced one?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Pakistan Looks West in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 11 blanks: divided, Liaquat Ali Khan, nonaligned.



	SLIDE 16
	Liaquat Ali Khan in Washington, May 1950


On-slide summary: Liaquat Ali Khan in Washington, May 1950; President Truman with Pakistan's first prime minister, Liaquat Ali Khan.; Truman
TALKING POINTS
	•  Ten seconds of silent looking at President Truman and Liaquat Ali Khan, then put this beside the Nehru photograph from two slides earlier.
•  Same city, same president, seven months apart - Washington received the prime ministers of both new nations before Moscow did.
	
	•  Another public-domain White House photograph, May 1950, which is why Liaquat Ali Khan can appear in a commercial classroom product.
•  Both leaders came to Washington within a year of each other. Why would that worry Moscow?



	BACKGROUND
•  Photograph taken May 3, 1950 by Abbie Rowe for the White House. A U.S. federal government work, public domain.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Liaquat Ali Khan in Washington, May 1950 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Both leaders came to Washington within a year of each other. Why would that worry Moscow?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Liaquat Ali Khan in Washington, May 1950 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide; it is a visual pause after Section 11.



	SLIDE 17
	The Wave Across Asia


On-slide summary: The Wave Across Asia; The Philippines became independent from the United States in July 1946; India and Pakistan followed in August 1947
TALKING POINTS
	•  Six nations in under four years: the Philippines in July 1946, India and Pakistan in August 1947, Burma and Ceylon in 1948, Indonesia in December 1949.
•  The callout is the caveat - Indonesia fought a four-year war before the Netherlands transferred sovereignty.
	
	•  Ceylon is the name students will not recognize; tell them it is today's Sri Lanka before someone asks.
•  Why did some of these transfers of power happen by agreement and others only after years of fighting?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Indonesian war of independence ran from 1945 to 1949 and ended at a Round Table Conference in The Hague. The sovereignty transfer was signed in Amsterdam on December 27, 1949.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Wave Across Asia classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why did some transfers of power happen by agreement and others only after years of fighting?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Wave Across Asia in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 12 blanks: 1946, Ceylon, Indonesia.



	SLIDE 18
	Indonesia, December 1949


On-slide summary: Indonesia, December 1949; Delegates sign the transfer of sovereignty to Indonesia, December 1949.; signing table
TALKING POINTS
	•  Ten seconds of silent looking. This is the December 1949 signing that ended four years of fighting over Indonesia.
•  Compare the signing table here with the airfield in the Nehru photograph - two very different ways a transfer of power can look.
	
	•  The Indonesia photograph is an Anefo press image released by the Dutch national archive under a public-domain dedication.
•  Indonesia fought for four years and then signed in the colonial capital. What does that say about how these transfers ended?



	BACKGROUND
•  Mohammad Hatta led the Indonesian delegation and signed for Indonesia at the Royal Palace on the Dam in Amsterdam on December 27, 1949. Photograph by Anefo, released by the Nationaal Archief under a CC0 public-domain dedication.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Indonesia, December 1949 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Indonesia fought for four years and then signed in the colonial capital. What does that say about how these transfers ended?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Indonesia, December 1949 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide; it is a visual pause after Section 12.



	SLIDE 19
	What Partition Left Behind


On-slide summary: What Partition Left Behind; Two Nations; India and Pakistan are today two of the world's largest countries.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The four rows split evenly: two are outcomes the new nations can point to, and two are costs that were never settled.
•  The 1949 ceasefire line is still disputed more than 75 years later, which is why this stops being only a history lesson.
	
	•  The last row - speed and secrecy in drawing the border made the human cost worse - is the position most students will end up defending in Activity Part 5.
•  Was partition the price of independence, or a separate decision that could have gone another way?



	BACKGROUND
•  India and Pakistan have fought three more wars since 1947. Kashmir remains divided along the line established by the 1949 ceasefire.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Partition Left Behind classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Was partition the price of independence, or a separate decision that could have gone another way?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What Partition Left Behind in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 13 blanks: Kashmir, crossing, secrecy.



	SLIDE 20
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; British rule ended because Britain was broke and Indians were organized.; Partition split British India into India and Pakistan on August 14 and 15, 1947.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Takeaway one and takeaway five are the two halves students must hold together: independence was won by Indians, and the cost of how it was delivered was real.
•  Takeaway three - the Radcliffe Line drawn in five weeks and published after independence - is the fact most likely to carry a strong Part 5 paragraph.
	
	•  Between 10 and 15 million people crossed the new border within months; that number anchors Quiz Q8 and the Exit Ticket quick write.
•  Which of these five would you argue is the most important thing to remember about 1947?



	BACKGROUND
•  These five takeaways are the spine of the Quiz and the Exit Ticket.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five would you argue is the most important thing to remember about 1947?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	The Guided Notes reprint these five takeaways on the last page.
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