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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain why British rule in India ended after World War II.
2. Describe how the 1947 partition split British India into two nations.
3. Trace the mass migration that followed the 1947 partition.
4. Analyze how the partition boundary was drawn and by whom.
5. Evaluate the lasting consequences of partition in South Asia.

SECTION 1
Asia After 1945
The Empires Pull Back
World War II shattered European control across South and Southeast Asia, and Japan's wartime occupation had shown the empires could be pushed out.
Decolonization is the process by which colonies won independence from European empires and became self-governing nations.
Britain came out of the war exhausted and deeply in debt, which made holding an empire far harder.
 
SECTION 2
Why Britain Decided to Leave India
Money, Politics, and Pressure
Britain finished the war nearly bankrupt and could not police an empire.
The 1945 Labour government campaigned on leaving India.
In February 1947 Britain announced it would transfer power by June 1948, but then moved the date up.
 
SECTION 3
Two Visions for India's Future
Congress and the League
The Indian National Congress was the main Indian nationalist party, which pushed for independence and a single united India.
The Muslim League was the party that argued India's Muslims needed a separate nation of their own.
Muhammad Ali Jinnah was the lawyer who led the party demanding a separate Muslim nation, and he became Pakistan's first governor-general.
 
SECTION 4
1946: The Talks Break Down
One India Stops Being Possible
A 1946 British plan proposed one India with strong provincial powers, but the agreement collapsed.
Mohandas Gandhi was the nationalist leader whose nonviolent campaigns built a mass independence movement, and he argued against dividing the country.
Communal violence spread through Calcutta, Bihar, and Punjab during 1946 and early 1947.
 
SECTION 5
The Decision to Divide
Ten Weeks from the June 3 Announcement to Independence
Lord Mountbatten arrived in Delhi in March 1947 as the last British Viceroy, and Britain announced the division on June 3, 1947.
Partition is the 1947 division of British India into two independent nations, India and Pakistan.
The Indian Independence Act became law in Britain on July 18, 1947, just four weeks before the transfer.
 
SECTION 6
Drawing the Line
Five Weeks and a Set of Maps
A British lawyer named Cyril Radcliffe was given the job of drawing the border.
The Radcliffe Line was the border drawn in 1947 by British lawyer Cyril Radcliffe to divide Punjab and Bengal between India and Pakistan.
The border was not published until August 17, two days after independence.
 
SECTION 7
August 1947: Two Nations
Two Independence Days
Pakistan became independent on August 14, 1947, one day before India.
Jawaharlal Nehru was the Indian National Congress leader who became independent India's first prime minister.
Pakistan was created in two pieces, over a thousand miles apart.
 
SECTION 8
The Largest Migration of the Century
People on the Move
Between 10 and 15 million people crossed the new border within months.
A refugee is a person forced to flee their home for safety, often across a border.
Hindus and Sikhs moved east into India; Muslims moved west into Pakistan.
 
SECTION 9
The Princely States and Kashmir
The One That Was Never Settled
Over 500 princely states had to choose India or Pakistan in 1947.
Kashmir is the princely state claimed by both India and Pakistan, and the cause of their first war in 1947-48.
A ceasefire in January 1949 left Kashmir divided, and it still is.
 
SECTION 10
India Chooses Not to Choose
A Third Option
Nehru refused to line India up with Washington or Moscow, and he urged other new nations to do the same.
He called that policy nonalignment, which meant refusing to take a side with either superpower.
Nehru visited President Truman in Washington in October 1949.
 
SECTION 11
Pakistan Looks West
A Different Calculation
Pakistan began with less industry, less revenue, and a divided territory in two pieces.
Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan visited President Truman in Washington in May 1950.
In the 1950s Pakistan joined U.S.-led alliances while India stayed nonaligned, so the two neighbors ended up on opposite sides.
 
SECTION 12
The Wave Across Asia
Six Nations in Four Years
The Philippines became independent from the United States in July 1946, the first of the wave.
Burma became independent in January 1948; Ceylon followed in February of that year.
The Netherlands transferred sovereignty to Indonesia in December 1949.
 
SECTION 13
What Partition Left Behind
Still With Us
The 1949 ceasefire line in Kashmir is still disputed more than 75 years later.
Millions of families still trace their history to a 1947 crossing of the new border.
Speed and secrecy in drawing the border made the human cost worse.
 


KEY TAKEAWAYS
★ British rule ended because Britain was broke and Indians were organized.
★ Partition split British India into India and Pakistan on August 14 and 15, 1947.
★ The Radcliffe Line was drawn in five weeks and published after independence.
★ Between 10 and 15 million people crossed the new border within months.
★ India chose nonalignment; Pakistan looked west; Kashmir is still divided.
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