	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
DECOLONIZATION IN AFRICA


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Decolonization in Africa


On-slide summary: Decolonization in Africa; How African nations won independence during the Cold War
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open on a 1945 world map: almost all of Africa is colored as somebody else's territory, because in 1945 most of the continent was ruled from Europe.
•  Which parts of that 1945 map do you think changed first, and which parts changed last?
	
	•  Note that both halves of the title matter - decolonization is the process, and the Cold War is the world that process happened inside.
•  Ask for a one-word prediction right now: was independence mostly given by Europe, or mostly won by Africans?



	BACKGROUND
•  This lesson follows the Cold War toolkits in Unit 14. Decolonization ran at the same time as the U.S.-Soviet rivalry, and the two stories constantly ran into each other in Africa.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Decolonization in Africa classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  In 1945 most of Africa was ruled from Europe; by 1965 most of it was not. What do you think changed?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Decolonization in Africa in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide. Guided Notes open at Section 1, bound to Empires Under Strain After 1945.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain how World War II weakened Europe's empires in Africa.; Describe how Ghana in 1957 and the 1960 Year of Africa spread independence.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read target four aloud - Cold War rivalry - because that is the target the Activity's Primary Source Spotlight actually assesses, using a real July 1960 embassy telegram.
•  Note that the five targets run in chronological order, and the slides and the Guided Notes sections follow that same order.
	
	•  Target five is specifically an evaluation target: it asks what independence required, not just who did what and in which year.
•  Which of these five targets do you expect to have the least obvious answer?



	BACKGROUND
•  The targets run in chronological order, which is also the order of the slides and of the Guided Notes sections.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five targets do you think will have the least obvious answer?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What You Will Learn in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide; the Guided Notes reprint these targets on page one.



	SLIDE 3
	Empires Under Strain After 1945


On-slide summary: Empires Under Strain After 1945; World War II left Britain, France, and Belgium exhausted and in debt; African soldiers fought for those empires and came home wanting change
TALKING POINTS
	•  The empires weakened because World War II left Britain, France, and Belgium exhausted and deep in debt - holding colonies cost more than they could afford.
•  Note that decolonization and self-determination do two different jobs: decolonization names the process, self-determination names the principle behind it.
	
	•  Why would a country that had just fought a war against occupation find it awkward to keep ruling other people's countries?
•  African soldiers fought for those empires in Europe, Asia, and North Africa, and many came home expecting a say in how their own countries were run.



	BACKGROUND
•  Britain alone owed billions of dollars after the war and was rationing food into the 1950s. France had been occupied. Belgium was rebuilding. None of the three was in a position to fight long colonial wars everywhere at once.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Empires Under Strain After 1945 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a country that had just fought a war against occupation find it awkward to keep ruling other people's countries?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Empires Under Strain After 1945 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 1 blanks: Belgium, Decolonization, self-determination.



	SLIDE 4
	Africans Demand a Say in Their Own Future


On-slide summary: Africans Demand a Say in Their Own Future; Pan-Africanism; The idea that African peoples should unite and help each other.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Pan-Africanism mattered because it linked organizers across colonies - a win in one colony encouraged the movement in the next one.
•  Why would a strike or a boycott work against a colonial government that had far more soldiers?
	
	•  Specifically, the shift on this slide is from scattered protest to mass political parties, and that is what colonial governors could not ignore.
•  Hold the line on the last row: the demand was independence now, not on a distant timetable that Europeans controlled.



	BACKGROUND
•  Many of the leaders in this lesson knew each other. Kwame Nkrumah helped organize the 1945 Manchester Pan-African Congress and later hosted the 1958 All-African People's Conference in Accra, which Patrice Lumumba attended.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Africans Demand a Say in Their Own Future classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a strike or a boycott be an effective tool against a colonial government that had far more soldiers?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Africans Demand a Say in Their Own Future in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 2 blanks: Pan-Africanism, parties, protests.



	SLIDE 5
	Ghana Goes First, 1957


On-slide summary: Ghana Goes First, 1957; On March 6, 1957, the British Gold Coast became independent Ghana; Kwame Nkrumah led that movement and became its first prime minister
TALKING POINTS
	•  Ghana's independence mattered far beyond Ghana because it proved a sub-Saharan colony could take power without fighting a war for it.
•  Why would independence in one colony make independence more likely in the colony next door?
	
	•  Note that Kwame Nkrumah was jailed by the British in 1950 and was leading the government by 1951 - the British position shifted that fast.
•  The new nation took the name Ghana from a medieval West African kingdom instead of keeping the colonial name, Gold Coast.



	BACKGROUND
•  Nkrumah had been jailed by the British colonial government in 1950 and was released to become leader of government business after his party won the 1951 election - a sign of how fast the British position was shifting.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Ghana Goes First, 1957 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would independence in one colony make independence more likely in the colony next door?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Ghana Goes First, 1957 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 3 blanks: 6, Kwame Nkrumah, sub-Saharan.



	SLIDE 6
	1960: The Year of Africa


On-slide summary: 1960: The Year of Africa; Seventeen Nations; In 1960 alone, seventeen African nations gained independence.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Seventeen nations in one year is the number to hold onto - specifically, fourteen of them were former French territories that became independent within months of each other.
•  Why would France negotiate independence with fourteen territories but fight an eight-year war over Algeria?
	
	•  The difference in Algeria was that roughly a million French settlers lived there and France treated the territory as part of France itself.
•  Nigeria, Somalia, Madagascar, Senegal, and Mali are among the seventeen, and naming a few of them makes the number concrete.



	BACKGROUND
•  The seventeen include Nigeria, Somalia, Madagascar, Senegal, Mali, and the Congo. Fourteen were former French territories that became independent within months of each other in 1960.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make 1960: The Year of Africa classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would France fight for eight years over Algeria but negotiate independence peacefully with fourteen other territories?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain 1960: The Year of Africa in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 4 blanks: seventeen, agreement, Algerian War.



	SLIDE 7
	The Congo: Independence in Six Months


On-slide summary: The Congo: Independence in Six Months; Belgium ruled the Congo and allowed almost no African self-government; Riots in Leopoldville in January 1959 shocked the Belgian government
TALKING POINTS
	•  At independence the Congo had barely any university graduates and not one Congolese officer in its own army, because Belgium had kept Congolese out of higher education and senior posts.
•  What problems would you expect if a brand-new country had to staff an entire government in six months?
	
	•  Note that the January 1959 riots in Leopoldville are what changed Belgium's mind - before that, Belgium was planning a handover measured in decades.
•  Six months is the number that drives the next three slides, so say it out loud and put it on the board.



	BACKGROUND
•  At independence the Congo had only a handful of university graduates and not one Congolese officer in its own army - every officer was Belgian. That single fact explains much of what happens on the next slides.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Congo: Independence in Six Months classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What problems would you expect if a brand-new country had to staff an entire government in six months?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Congo: Independence in Six Months in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 5 blanks: Belgium, Brussels, 30.



	SLIDE 8
	The Brussels Talks, January 1960


On-slide summary: The Brussels Talks, January 1960; Congolese delegates at the Brussels conference, January 1960
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point to the nameplates and documents in front of the delegates, because that detail is the evidence independence was negotiated rather than simply handed over.
•  What does it tell you that this negotiation happened in Brussels rather than in the Congo?
	
	•  Give ten seconds of silent looking at the Brussels conference photograph before narrating anything about it.
•  These Congolese delegates came from rival parties and arrived with different goals, but they left with one agreed independence date.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Belgo-Congolese Round Table Conference ran in Brussels from January into February 1960. Congolese delegates from rival parties arrived with different goals and left with a single agreed independence date.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Brussels Talks, January 1960 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does it tell you that this negotiation happened in Brussels rather than in the Congo?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Brussels Talks, January 1960 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 9
	Independence Day, June 30, 1960


On-slide summary: Independence Day, June 30, 1960; June 30, 1960; The Belgian Congo became an independent nation.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Lumumba and Kasavubu came from rival parties, and that matters because they disagreed about how much power the central government should hold.
•  Why might it be a problem if a brand-new country's president and prime minister disagree about how power is divided?
	
	•  Note that the last row is the thesis of the whole lesson: a flag changed on June 30, 1960, but the country still had to be run.
•  Patrice Lumumba is the man whose words students will read in the Activity's Primary Source Spotlight, so name him deliberately here.



	BACKGROUND
•  Lumumba's party favored a strong unitary government; Kasavubu's favored a federal arrangement with powerful provinces. That disagreement was unresolved on the day the country became independent.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Independence Day, June 30, 1960 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might it be a problem for a brand-new country if its president and prime minister disagree about how power should be divided?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Independence Day, June 30, 1960 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 6 blanks: Belgian, Patrice Lumumba, Kasavubu.



	SLIDE 10
	Patrice Lumumba, 1960


On-slide summary: Patrice Lumumba, 1960; Lumumba in Brussels during the independence talks, January 1960
TALKING POINTS
	•  This photograph was taken in Brussels in January 1960, months before Lumumba became prime minister, because the Round Table talks were still under way.
•  What impression does this photograph give you of Lumumba before you know anything else about him?
	
	•  Give ten seconds of silent looking at the Lumumba photograph before narrating anything about him.
•  Lumumba was thirty-four years old when this Brussels photograph was taken, which surprises most students who expect an older figure.



	BACKGROUND
•  The photograph was taken in Brussels in January 1960, during the Round Table negotiations, by a press photographer working for the Dutch agency Anefo. Lumumba was 34 years old.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Patrice Lumumba, 1960 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What impression does this photograph give you of Lumumba before you know anything else about him?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Patrice Lumumba, 1960 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 11
	The Congo Crisis


On-slide summary: The Congo Crisis; July 5, 1960; The Congolese army mutinied against its Belgian officers.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Katanga's secession hurt because Katanga held most of the Congo's copper and cobalt, so the new government lost its main source of revenue.
•  Why would losing one province cost a new national government far more than one province's worth of territory?
	
	•  Drill the four dates in order out loud: independence June 30, army mutiny July 5, Katanga secedes July 11, United Nations votes July 14.
•  State plainly that Lumumba was removed in September 1960 and killed in January 1961, then say clearly that historians still argue about who was responsible.



	BACKGROUND
•  Katanga held most of the Congo's copper and cobalt, so its secession took the new government's main source of revenue with it. Belgian troops returned during the crisis, and UN forces arrived on July 15, 1960.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Congo Crisis classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would losing one province cost a new national government far more than one province's worth of territory?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Congo Crisis in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 7 blanks: mutinied, Congo Crisis, Katanga.



	SLIDE 12
	Lumumba Looks Abroad for Help, July 1960


On-slide summary: Lumumba Looks Abroad for Help, July 1960; Lumumba arrives in New York in July 1960 to seek help at the UN
TALKING POINTS
	•  The Congo's prime minister is walking through an American airport under police escort three weeks after independence, because the crisis at home had already outrun his government.
•  What does it suggest that the leader of a three-week-old country had to fly to New York to ask for help?
	
	•  Give ten seconds of silent looking at this July 1960 New York arrival photograph before narrating.
•  Lumumba came to press the United Nations and the American government for stronger action, and he went home without the commitments he wanted.



	BACKGROUND
•  Lumumba travelled to the United States in late July 1960 to press the United Nations and the American government for stronger action against the Katanga secession. He returned without the commitments he wanted.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Lumumba Looks Abroad for Help, July 1960 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does it suggest that the leader of a three-week-old country had to fly to New York to ask for help?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Lumumba Looks Abroad for Help, July 1960 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 13
	Two Superpowers Come Calling


On-slide summary: Two Superpowers Come Calling; The U.S. and the Soviet Union both offered aid to new African nations; Each superpower wanted new nations on its side of the Cold War
TALKING POINTS
	•  Aid arrived as loans, dam projects, scholarships, and military advisers, and each one mattered because the rival superpower read it as a loss on the same scoreboard.
•  If two rival powers both offer you money, does that make you stronger or does it make you a target?
	
	•  Note that the Activity's telegram sits directly on top of this slide - the embassy's closing Comment is this exact argument in one sentence.
•  The leverage cuts both ways: a leader who leaned one way could lose the other side's support entirely.



	BACKGROUND
•  Aid took many forms: development loans, road and dam projects, scholarships, military advisers, and equipment. Each one created a relationship, and each relationship was read by the other superpower as a gain or a loss.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Two Superpowers Come Calling classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  If two rival powers both offer you money, does that make you stronger or does it make you a target?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Two Superpowers Come Calling in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 8 blanks: Soviet Union, loans, Cold War.



	SLIDE 14
	A New African Leader at the White House, 1961


On-slide summary: A New African Leader at the White House, 1961; President Kennedy meets Ghana's Kwame Nkrumah, March 1961
TALKING POINTS
	•  Nkrumah came to Washington in March 1961 because he wanted American financing for the Volta River dam, and he was courting the Soviet Union at the same time.
•  Why would an American president want photographers present for a meeting like this one?
	
	•  Point out the presidential seal on the wall behind the two men - four years after independence, Ghana is being received as a state.
•  Give ten seconds of silent looking at the Kennedy and Nkrumah photograph before you narrate it.



	BACKGROUND
•  Nkrumah visited Washington in March 1961 seeking American financing for the Volta River dam project. He was also building ties with the Soviet Union at the same time, which is exactly the balancing act nonalignment required.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A New African Leader at the White House, 1961 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would an American president want photographers present for a meeting like this one?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A New African Leader at the White House, 1961 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 15
	Choosing Not to Choose


On-slide summary: Choosing Not to Choose; Nonalignment; Refusing to take a side with either superpower in the Cold War.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Nonalignment did not mean having no opinions - it means that a nation refused to let either superpower decide its foreign policy.
•  Is refusing to pick a side the same thing as having no opinion? Why or why not?
	
	•  The Bandung Conference in 1955 brought twenty-nine Asian and African countries together, and the Non-Aligned Movement was formally founded at Belgrade in September 1961.
•  Nkrumah of Ghana, Nasser of Egypt, and Nehru of India are the three names worth putting on the board for nonalignment.



	BACKGROUND
•  The 1955 Bandung Conference brought together twenty-nine Asian and African countries. The Non-Aligned Movement itself was formally founded at the Belgrade summit in September 1961 with twenty-five member states.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Choosing Not to Choose classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Is refusing to pick a side the same thing as having no opinion? Why or why not?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Choosing Not to Choose in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 9 blanks: Nonalignment, Bandung, Belgrade.



	SLIDE 16
	What Independence Actually Required


On-slide summary: What Independence Actually Required; New nations inherited borders drawn in Europe, not by Africans; Few Africans had been allowed to train as officials or engineers
TALKING POINTS
	•  New nations inherited borders drawn in Europe because the lines were fixed at the 1884-85 Berlin Conference and later agreements with no reference to where African communities actually lived.
•  Which of these five problems would you try to fix first if you ran a country that became independent last week?
	
	•  Note that export economies were a design choice, not an accident - colonies were built to ship raw materials out, not to feed the people living there.
•  Foreign aid filled the gaps, and it arrived with foreign expectations attached, which sends the class straight back to the Cold War slide.



	BACKGROUND
•  Colonial borders were fixed at the 1884-85 Berlin Conference and later agreements, with almost no reference to where African communities actually lived. New nations inherited those lines intact.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Independence Actually Required classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five problems would you try to fix first if you ran a country that became independent last week?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What Independence Actually Required in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 10 blanks: borders, raw, schools.



	SLIDE 17
	Organizing Across Borders


On-slide summary: Organizing Across Borders; May 1963; Thirty-two states met in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Thirty-two states signed the charter in Addis Ababa in May 1963, up from only four African-ruled independent states in 1955 - specifically, that jump is the whole era in one number.
•  Why would newly independent nations choose to keep borders that Europeans had drawn without them?
	
	•  Members kept the inherited borders because redrawing them looked more dangerous than living with them, and that choice shaped African politics for decades.
•  Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia hosted the founding conference, and the Organization of African Unity became the African Union in 2002.



	BACKGROUND
•  Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia hosted the founding conference in Addis Ababa in May 1963. Thirty-two independent African states signed the charter, up from four African-ruled independent states on the continent in 1955.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Organizing Across Borders classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would newly independent nations choose to keep borders that Europeans had drawn without them?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Organizing Across Borders in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 11 blanks: Organization of African Unity, Thirty-two, European.



	SLIDE 18
	What Decolonization Left Behind


On-slide summary: What Decolonization Left Behind; By 1965 most of Africa was independent of European rule; Independence was won by African organizing, not given as a gift
TALKING POINTS
	•  Note that both halves are true at once - African movements really did win independence, and the Cold War world they entered shaped what they could do with it.
•  Can a nation be genuinely independent while depending on foreign aid from a superpower?
	
	•  The Congo and Ghana are the lesson's paired cases: one shows how fast independence could turn into crisis, the other how fast a movement could win power peacefully.
•  Four African-ruled states were independent in 1955; by the end of 1965 more than thirty were, with Portugal's colonies and southern Africa the major holdouts.



	BACKGROUND
•  Four African-ruled states were independent in 1955. By the end of 1965 more than thirty were. Portugal's colonies and white-minority-ruled southern Africa were the major exceptions and would take until the 1970s and later.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Decolonization Left Behind classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Can a nation be genuinely independent while depending on foreign aid from a superpower?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What Decolonization Left Behind in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 12 blanks: 1965, organizing, distorted.



	SLIDE 19
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; World War II weakened Europe's empires while African movements pressed; Ghana went first in 1957; seventeen more nations followed in 1960
TALKING POINTS
	•  Return to the opening 1945 map, because these four takeaways are the answer to the question you asked at the start of the period.
•  Which of these four takeaways would you use to answer the Essential Question?
	
	•  Note that the four takeaways map onto the five learning targets and onto the Exit Ticket, so they double as the review checklist.
•  Ask for the strongest single piece of evidence out loud before students write Activity Part 5 - Ghana in 1957, or the Congo in 1960?



	BACKGROUND
•  These four takeaways map onto the five learning targets and onto the Exit Ticket.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these four takeaways would you use to answer the Essential Question?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	These takeaways are reprinted at the end of the Guided Notes.
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