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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain how World War II weakened Europe's empires in Africa.
2. Describe how Ghana in 1957 and the 1960 Year of Africa spread independence.
3. Trace the Congo from Belgian rule to independence and into crisis.
4. Analyze how Cold War rivalry shaped the choices new African leaders faced.
5. Evaluate what independence required beyond lowering a colonial flag.

SECTION 1
Empires Under Strain After 1945
Why the Empires Weakened
World War II left Britain, France, and                exhausted and deep in debt.
               is the process by which colonies won independence from European empires and became self-governing nations.
The 1945 United Nations Charter endorsed               , the principle that a people should govern themselves and choose their own government.
 
SECTION 2
Africans Demand a Say in Their Own Future
The Push From Below
               is the idea that African peoples share common interests and should unite and support one another.
Educated organizers built mass political                across Africa.
Strikes, boycotts, and                made colonial rule expensive for the empires.
 
SECTION 3
Ghana Goes First, 1957
The First to Break Through
On March               , 1957, the British Gold Coast became the independent nation of Ghana.
               was the independence leader who became Ghana's first prime minister and later its president.
Ghana was the first                colony to win its independence from European rule.
 
SECTION 4
1960: The Year of Africa
A Wave of New Nations
In 1960 alone,                African nations gained their independence.
In most cases Britain and France transferred power by                rather than by war.
The                was the eight-year war, from 1954 to 1962, in which Algeria won its independence from France.
 
SECTION 5
The Congo: Independence in Six Months
Six Months to Independence
               ruled the Congo and allowed almost no African self-government.
Belgian and Congolese leaders met in                in January 1960 to negotiate independence.
They set Congolese independence for June               , 1960 - barely six months away.
 
SECTION 6
Independence Day, June 30, 1960
A New Nation
On June 30, 1960, the                Congo became an independent nation.
               was the first prime minister of the independent Congo, sworn in on June 30, 1960.
Joseph               , a rival independence leader, became the new nation's president.
 
SECTION 7
The Days That Followed Independence
Two Weeks That Changed Everything
On July 5, 1960, the Congolese army                against its Belgian officers.
The                was the breakdown of order in the Congo within days of independence, involving an army mutiny, the secession of Katanga, and United Nations intervention.
The mineral-rich province of                declared its secession on July 11, 1960.
 
SECTION 8
Two Superpowers Come Calling
Aid With Strings Attached
The U.S. and the                both offered aid to newly independent African nations.
Aid, equipment, and                came with expectations attached.
Each superpower wanted new nations on its side of the               , and both offered aid to get them there.
 
SECTION 9
Choosing Not to Choose
A Third Option
               is a policy of refusing to take a side with either the United States or the Soviet Union in the Cold War.
Asian and African leaders met at                in 1955 and rejected picking a side.
The Non-Aligned Movement held its first summit in                in 1961.
 
SECTION 10
What Independence Actually Required
The Work After the Flag
New nations inherited                that had been drawn in Europe, not by Africans.
Colonial economies were built to export                materials rather than to feed people.
Armies, courts, and                had to be staffed almost overnight.
 
SECTION 11
Organizing Across Borders
A Continent-Wide Organization
The                was the organization founded in 1963 in Addis Ababa to promote cooperation among independent African states.
               states met in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in May 1963 to found it.
The OAU also backed colonies still under                rule.
 
SECTION 12
What Decolonization Left Behind
Holding Both Halves
By                most of Africa was independent of European rule.
Independence was won by African               , not given as a gift from Europe.
Cold War rivalry shaped, and sometimes               , the choices new nations could make.
 


KEY TAKEAWAYS
★ World War II weakened Europe's empires while African movements pressed
★ Ghana went first in 1957; seventeen more nations followed in 1960
★ The Congo won independence June 30, 1960 and fell into crisis in days
★ Cold War rivalry shaped the choices every new African nation faced
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